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. My regret,. Moderator, that the. gentleman who bes |, compose them; these are the Assemblies and these the 


contending against. the rights of that class of officers of 
which he 


amongst us, that by ordination men transmit the essence | 
of the offices they hold, could only preve that in. the 
same manner they may transmit the spirit which actu. 
ates them ;. I, for one, sir, would infinitely prefer to be or- 
dained with the imposition of the hands of a body of ru- 
ling elders, like my friend from Delaware, to the. most 
unimpeachable descent through popéry, prelacy, or new-/ 
schoolism, which can be boasted by many of'those, who 
find ‘themselves in positions which should entitle them, 
as they appear to suppose, to contro! these questions in 


this Synod, the: proposition which the member | 


hag read,* and which .he proposes to offer at a future 
stage of the business, ] am.glad to see that.it distinctly 
repudiates the miserable sophistry put into the mouth of 
the lést Assembly, and proclaims the duty of the church. | 
es to send up ruling elders, and that of the elders to} 
attend the Presbyteries.t (I must say, however, that 
the notion of a qaorum of a‘church court being estab- 
lished by those gracious promises of ourSaviour that he} 
would be: present where ‘two.:or three are gathered in} 
his mame, and that if two would/egree, what they ask} 
shall: be done for;them;. seems. to me in the last degree | 
fanciful: or if there be any weight.in the argument of | 
the minute, then it ia too manifest to need proof, that 
on this ground two officers, whether they be preachers or 
roling elders ‘being wholly immaterial, may constitute 
every church’ court ‘authorized by Seripture, and there- 
fore the Assembly, and the constitution of the church are 
as far wrong,’ as the persons against whom the member 
has levelled his paper. But in truth theese divine /promi- 
ses, eettle the quorum of a prayer, meeting, Or at most | 
of a church, and have no relation to the present subject. | 
It is.unfortunate that the question before us appears) 
to be so minute. In point of fact the ultimate principle 
involved is one of the most important and comprehensive 
that could be submitted to the people of God. In decid- 
ing it, we virtually decide, whether our church conetitu- 
tion establishes a government under which the final pow- |. 
erand the actual-autbority are in the hands of the preach- 
ers as preachers, or of the body of Christian people to 
be exercised through officers regularly connected with 
them: and as we confess that ous constitution derives 
its binding force from its accordance with. the word of 
God, the question at last is, between a divine hierarchy 
and a divine Commonwealth. It is a question whose 
fearful scope is manifest upon every page of the history 
of Christianity; and the members of this Synod, who| 
have made so great efforts to strangle in the birth this 
effort to examine it, are unjust to themselves, and inat- 
tentive to some of the most portentous indications of the 
8 | 
“There are many great, general, and precious truths 
pon which I will not venture to doubt that we are all 
agreed—and which, yet seem to be decisive of the pre- 


obvious of them; and yet I ought not.to consider it 
necessary to prove their truth, since they are explicitly 
held forth in our écclesiastical standards. Such are the 
propositions, that God has established a kingdom in this 
world; that this kingdom is wholly distinct from all se. 
cular kingdoms, and entirely independent of all civil ma- 
gistracies; that the visible church of Jesus Christ is that 
kingdom, and he, the Lord Jesus, its only head and 
king, its sole lawgiver, its sole priest, and by his word 
and Spirit ite only infallible teacher—and that the only 
safe, certain, and entire rule of faith and practice is con- 
tained in sacred Scripture. That to this kingdom, thus 
set up, held forth, and guided, the Lord Jesus Christ has 
given an outward government and permanent officers, 
our standards clearly teach, (Conf. Faith, ch. xxxi. sec. 
1); but the immediate application, as well asthe great im- 
portance of these two principles, require @ most particular 
notice of them. 

That church government is in the hands of Assemblies, 
congregational, classical, and synodical, and not of church 
officers individually considered, (Form of Gov. ch, viii. 
sec. 1); that the church is governed by Judicaiories, not 
by officera acting personally, (Idem ch. xiii. sec. 1,) is 
the explicit doctrine of our constitution. ‘This principle 
is fundamental and vital to our entire system, and consti- 
tutes une of the most striking characteristics by which 
Presbyterianism is separated from Prelacy on one hand, 
and Independency on the other. Fur vur government is 
not in the hands of individual officers, and therefore is 
not prelacy ; neither is it in the hands of the whole bro- 
therhood of each separate congregation as an indepen. 
dent body, and therefore it is not Independency: but it 
is in the hands of Assemblies, of Assemblies too which 
are classical and synodical as well as congregational, 
and which even when congregational, are delegated and 
not popular. It is a Christian’ cormnronwealth ; it is 
not a hierarchy; it is not an aggregation of many: petty 
democracies, And such is the constant ‘docuine of ‘the 
soundest Presbyterian churches in every age, and of the 
greatest expounders of our sysiem every where. “It is 
lawful and agreeable to the word of God that the church 
be governed by several sorts of Assemblies, which are 
congregational, classical, and synodica!,” is the language 
of the Westminster Assembly, adopted by the venera- 
ble Kirk of Scotland nearly two hundred years ago; lan- 
guage ~ conveying & sentiment, held ‘from the first dawn 
of the Reformation. For four years before the Scottish 
Kirk adopted the « Form of Presbyterian church guvern- 
ment,” agreed on at Westminster (which it did in 1645), 
indeed, two yeara befure the Westminster Assembly cun- 
vened, the General Assembly of 1641, in a formal paper 
addressed to the Pa:liament of England, “ with universal 
consent,” as they declare, pleading that “ the Prelaticall 
Hierarchie” might be “put out of the way,”” adopted the 
following remarkable language: For although the Re- 
formed Kirke do hold without doubting, their Kirk offi- 
cers, and Kirk government by Assemblies higher aud 
lower, in their strong and beautiful subordinativn, to be 
jure divine and perpetuall; yet Prelacie, as it differeth 
from the office of a pastor, is almest universally acknow- 
ledged by the Prelates themeelves, and their adherents, tu, 
be but an humane ordinance,” &c.f And still earhier, 
the leading mind in the church of God during the ithus. 
trious era of the secofid Refermation in Scotland, the 
Solemn League and Covenant, and the Westminster Ae- 
sembly—the most brilhanut epych of modern history — 
had set this whole subject, in precisely the light in which 
am now endeavouring to present it, ae a ‘matter 
solutely inherent in the very nature of Presbyterian po- 
lity, and distinguishing precisely froma government 
by prelates. Ina paper drawn up by Alexander Hender- 
gon in”1640, and submitted by the Scottish Commissivn- 
ers.in Londen (of whom he was one,) to the “ Lords of 
the Treaty” who were endeavouring to draw, cluser the 
bonds of union between Scotland and England ; “ unity 
in feligioh, uniformity of charch government, asa spe- 
medus to conserve peace” being the general subject 
of the paper—and the utter hopelessness uf unity, uni- 
formity or peace, while prelacy remained the esiablished, 


—@ne.of the special points argued in it; that wondectul 

man, uses explicit Vanguage : They (the 
the overthrow ‘of our charchi, not onty'of late, by the oc- 
casion of these troubles whereof they have been the au- 


preldtes)'have left nothing undone which might tend to| 


did oncé héld with unanimous consent, and 


Our ministers upon every question touching the position 


Church with the terrible calamity of the permanent sub- 
} jugation of these-Jast named officers, and, as must inevi- 
' tably fullaw, the overthrow of the freedom of the church 


to justify such ea decision, under euch circumstances? Let 
any man read the formal justification of the Assembly,t 
and, if he is able, pronounce it satisfactory. What, sir, 
are idle professions of respect an adequate compensation 
for a fatal decision impeaching the fundamental truths 


which Ruling Elders are a constituent part, and this jure 


that their standards of faith, order and discipline do sti} 
| every where teach, that the government of the church of 
God is, jure divine, a free commonwealih,.a government| 
by Assemblies; and it would be the idlest affectation for 


in practice, be made to accord with this grand truth, is 

contrary to the revealed will of God atid to the general 

' sentiment of the Reformed: churches; and necessarily 

| tends either to the disorganization of the church or to 

tyrannyinit. | Gas 

The manner of constituting these Assemblies and the 
officers whuse compose them, are stated in the clearest 
manner in our standards. “The ordinary and perpetual 

’ officers in the church are Bishops or Pastors ; the repre 

sentatives of the people, usually styled Ruling Elders; 


The church Session consists of a Pastor and Ruling El- 
ders, (Idem ch. ix. see. 1 >) a Presbytery of Ministers and 
Ruling Elders, (Idem ch. x. section 2:) a Synod of Bish-| 
ops and Eiders, (Idem. ch, xi. sec. 2:) and the General| 
_ Assembly “ of an equal delegation of Bishops and El- 
ders,” (Idem ch. xii. sec. 2.) ‘These are the ordinary 

‘ Assemblies of the church; these are the officers who 


MUBRARCHY Deacons.” (Form of Government ch. iii. sec, 235} Bar 


officers. composing them, into whose hands God has 
commitied the government of his visible church—accor- 
ding to our ecovenanted faith, And with us agree the Re- 
formed churches..in general. The Second Book of Dis- 
_Cipline of the Scottish Kirk, drawn up by Andrew Mel-| 
ville, a man heroic as Knox and learned as Calvin—a 
system formally adopted by the Scottish Assemblies of 
1578 and 1581—deliberately sworn to in the national 
covenant, and revived and ratified afresh in the memora- 
ble Assembly of 1636, and not only confirmed by many | 
acts of other assemblies, but made the basis of the laws 
which settled the church-government of Scotland in 
1592 and in 1640: this clearest and noblest monument of 
church order not only fully bears out the statements of} 
our own constitution,t but declares, concerning Ruling 
Elders and their relations to the Church Courts—which | 
are the special bubjects of this discussion, that, “ Their| 
principal office is, 1o hold assemblies with the pastors and 
dectore, who are also of their number, for establishing of 
good order, and execution of di 3? (Ch. vii. last 
section, Duncan’s Coll. p. 77.) And the Scottish As-} 
sembly of 1647, in one of the most emphatic public docu- 
ments ever put forth by a church court, bearing a solemn 
and, as the paper asserts on its face, a unanimous testi- 
mony “ against the dangerous T'enets of Erastianisme and 
Independencie”—delivers itself, in these words, “6, That | 
Ecclesiastical Government is committed and entrusted by 
Christ to the ‘ fssemblies of the Kirk, made up of the Min- 
isters of the Word and Ruling Elders:” and this, along 
with seven other heads of doctrine, “the General As- 
sembly doth firmly believe, own, maintain and commend 
unto others, as solid, true, orthodoxe, grounded upon the 
W ord of God, consonant to the judgment both of the ancient 
and the best Reformed Kirks.”} And again, say Hen- 
derson and the Scottish commissioners to London in the 
paper befure cited “ Much is spoken and written for the 
limitations of Bishops; but what good can their limitation 
do to the church, if ordination and ecclesiastical jurisdic. 
tion shall depend upon them, and shall not be absolutely| 
into the hands of the Assemblies of the.Church.”§ Now, 
sir, here is testimony just as conclusive as that on the 
former point, that Ruling Elders are by divine right and 
by inherent necessity a component part of every assem- 
bly in a settled church state ; that this is the general doc- 
trine of the Reformed churches as well as of our own con- 
stitution; that the right and necessity of this presence of Rul- 
ing Elders in church Assemblies, distinguishes Presbyteri-! 
anism from Erastianism and Independency, as well as from 
Prelacy, as completely ‘as the existence of the Assemblies! 
themselves dues; and that the representation by Bishops o 
the two grand powers residing in these Assemblies, called 
by Henderson the powers “of ordination and ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction,” must at least place the church, as such a 
usurpation always heretofore has placed her, helpless and 
prostrate at the feet of a hierarchy, just as inevitably as 
the usurpation of the same powers by the State subjects 
her to the civil power, or the usurpation of them by the 
brotherhood in each congregation disorganizes entirely 
her whole constitution. Sur, these truths are as obvious 
as their operation is irresistible; and it is incomprehen- 
sible to me how any man who is qualified to sit in any 
assembly of our church, can have a doubt in regard to 
them. They are truths which are infinitely fruitful as 
well as transparently clear; and their careful considera- 
tion would settle many questions now disputed amongst 
us, and correct practices neither few nor harmless which 
may one day become too stong for reason. I will not, 
however, fullow them at present beyond the scope of 
the question befure us. 

The exact accordance of these two fundamental truths 
with Holy Scripture, will not, I presume. be openly ques- 
tioned here. Not only is the general scope of Gud’s 
word constantly relied on, but the particular passages are 
always cited in our own and in all the standards of the 
Reformed churches, by which it is judged that every pro- 
position asserted, is divinely sustained: and then it is 
confessed in the most unqualified terms that where God’s 
word does not bear us out, either by its express language 
or by its necessary intent, there we have no authority to 
define any thing or to enforce any thing—except it may 
be in some circumstances common to the church and to 
human actions and societies, and even with regard to 
these the general rules of the Word are always to be ob- 
served. (Confession of Faith, ch. I. sec. 6.) It must 
also be well known that questions of church government, 
and these questions touching Assemblies and Ruling El- 
deis in particular, have been more largely and elaborate- 
ly discussed than mnost others; and that the present Re- 
formed churches, and especially those standards from 
which ours have heen chiefly taken, are clear and posi- 
tive, in asserting the jus divinum of Presbyterial govern- 
ment. A jus divinum of the same character as that as- 
serted for our system of doctrine; requiring in both cases 
a simple and faithful adherence on our part, and requiring 
in neither, harshness or intolerance towards those who 
differ frum us; asserting in both cases the duty of God’s 
people; but denying in neither that his people may be 
gathered into true churches, though neither their doctrine 
nor their order may seem to us scriptural in all respects. 
Such, I venture to believe, is the view of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States; and as regards the present 
aspect of this argument, there are none here, I sup- 
pose, who will openly question that if our standards 
teach that jurisdiciion is in the hands of the Presbytery, 
they do so on the authority of God’s word; if they teach 
that none but Presbytera may be component parts of 
Presbytery, and that Ruling Elders are Presbyters and 
therefure are component parts of Presbytery, they teach 
this also on the same authority. That these standards 
and thuse of the Reformed churches in general do thus 
teach, I think I have clearly shown; and when it shall 
be questioned that this teaching is in accordance with 
divine truth, | will endeavour to make good this ground 
of our common faith. 

It would appear, then, that the case is clearly against 
the decision of the last General Assembly, that iu our 
Church a Preebytery can be regularly constituted without 
the presence of Ruling Elders, And it may be said, with 
all proper respect, that the circumstances attending) 
the progress of this question through the Assembly, fur- 
nish ground for surprise and regret. It seems to have 
been taken up by the Committee of Bills and Overtures 
without any order from the house; to have been laid be- 
fore that committee by a single individual ; and to have 
occupied in its entire consideration only a part of one. 
session of the Assembly. “It does not appear that there: 
was difficulty in the church upon the subject—or any call 
fer sudden action in regard to it. The committee which 
reported it consisted of two Ruling Elders and six Minis- 
ters, and of these six Ministers three were from one Sy-' 
nod (New Jersey), and three only were Pastors; and in 
the Assembly itself, which struck this deadly blow at the 
office of Ruling Elder, there were above foriy more Min- 
isters than Elders—and this excessive disproportion was 
aggravated by the fact that an unusual number of the 
leading ministers of the budy, were persons not engaged 
in the regular work of the ministry of the word. Of the 
eighty-thiree persons who voted for the minute which 
paseed the Assembly, sixty-three were ministers ; of the 
thirty-five who voted against it eighteen were ministers ; 
demonst that unhappy and dangerous prepossession| 
which seems to characterise the feelings and opinions of 


he qidestioned, sir,. that ell those churches, strictly called 


me to labour in a body like this, to prove that, this being} 
“| granted, évery thing which cannot, both in principle and 


divino?, Is it true, sir,.in point of fact, that according 
to our constitution, congregations are not required to 
| send delegates to Presbytery? Is it true, that “a Pres- 
bytery has uo authority, whatever, to compel the attend- 
ance of Elders?” If these are the real sentiments of the 
church, the idea of our possessing any government at all, 
in the proper sense of that word, is utterly absurd—except 
| s0 far as that government is for ministera and in the 
hands of ministers; which can result in nothing but an 
irresponsible clerical domination. If these are not the 
sentiments of the church, let. us vindicate at once the 
sacred principles which we profess to have received from 
God himself, and uphold in its integrity that noble spirit. 
ual commonwealth, in which, being divinely called, we 
_ bear offices for whose proper exercise we must account 
both to posterity and to Christ. 
Bat, itis argued, the constitution iteelf bears out the 
decision of the Assembly, and provides that a guo:um 
of a Presbytery may be formed without the presence of 


ministers of a Presbytery, being regularly convened, are 
a quornm competent to the transaction of all business.’’ 
(Minutes, p. 196.) The constitution of the church on the 

other hand declares that “Any three ministers, and as 
many elders as may be present belonging to the Presby- 
tery, being met at the time and place appointed, shall be 
a@ quorum competent to proceed to busines.” (Form of 
Government, ch, x, sec. 7.) The thing to be proved is 
that these two propositions contain one and the same 
truth; a thing which never can be proved, while words 
retain their proper signification, and the great principles 


and rights of the Ruling Elders, and to threaten the}, 


Now, Moderator, what is pretended—what is alleged’ 


that our church government is one by Assemblies, of 


Ruling Elders. ‘The-Assembly decided, “ that any three| 


~ 


the power to meet and act pro re nata has a iffe ¢ origin! 
or nature, from that to meet'statedly ? that she power to 
do some special and it may be immaterial , business, is 
| more hedged about, than the power to do thet ‘business 


that in this provision we have a clear and explicit state- 
ment of what our constitution intends by the quorum of 
Presbytery 10. I consider all arguments drawn from 
the possible inconvenience that might result, in extreme 
cases, from the establishment of the constfuction here 
| contended for, as being entirely fallacious, beside the ques. 
tion, and unworthy of the subject—and all such as are 


ry, as being insulting to the Ruling Elders, and disre- 
putable to those who employ them. 11. If it be urged 
| that as the Presbytery is one body in-which two classes of 
members are amalgamated, and vote and act jointly and 
not by classes, and therefore the presence of any mem- 
| bers of the class of Elders is not indispensable ; I reply, 
| this argument is inconsistent both with the general prin- 
ciples of the constitution, and the express words of the 
clause under consideration, for if it were true it would 
prove that a sufficient number of either class might make 
a quorum, but the words expressly preclude this sense. I 
answer further, that upon this argument it follows inevi- 
tably that Ruling Elders thus amalgamated must have 
_ the right to impose hands in ordination with other mem- 
bers, which is denied by those who use this argument,} 
and who thereby show their want of confifience in their 
own theories.. 12. If it be said that inasmuch as in ex- 
treme cases a session may be constituted without the pre- 
sence of a minister (Form of Government, ch, ix, sec. 4,) 
it follows that in extreme cases a Presbytery may te con- 
stituted without Elders; I answer, that as the first is by 
express law, the second must be also, and there is no 
such law ; further that the existence of law for the 


former, and the total want of it for the lfter, is conclu-| . 


clusive against it; and further still, that “the argument 
contradicts itself, since it argues from the plenary powers| 
of Elders to their total want of all power—from their par- 
amount importance in a parochial Presbytery to their 
utter insignificance in a classical Presbytery—from their |. 
ability to act without ministers in one assembly to the 
ability of ministers to act without them in another assem. 


of our church polity remain unchanged. And until it is 
proved, the decision .of the Assembly is erroneous and 
destructive—and it is our manifest duty to labour for its 
reversal, What is required to be disproved, is the argu- 
ment of these twy propositions, and of consequence the 
erroneousness of the one pronounced by the Assembly. 
This I now proceed to do. 
What sir, is a quorum? Gentlemen talk and write, as} 

if it were a fifth court of the Church; or rather a sort 
of sub.conrt to every Church Assembly. If Ruling El- 
ders are essential to the composition of a Presbytery, and 
a quorum of a Presbytery is actually and potentially a 
Presbytery ; then by the terms of the proposition, Ruling 
Elders are essential to the formation of this quorum. 
If a quorum of a Presbytery is not a Presbytery, actually 
constituted and competent to proceed to business—then 
to assert that it can do all the business of a Presbytery] 
—is utterly absurd and_self contradictory; or else it is 
the erection of a new Court, which can do all the busi- 
ness of a Presbytery, without being a Presbytery—which 
is ¢ontraty to common sense, to the constitution, and to 
the Scriptures. And yet, sir, it is upon quibbles and 
evasions like this, that men having a character in the 
Church, are content to rest the defence of acts and prin- 
ciples subversive of the order of God’s house! It ought 
to be, and I suppose is, well known to the members of 
this court, that many law processes take their names 
from the first or other prominent words in them. Thus 
we say, habeas corpus, capias ad satisfaciendum, fieri 
facias, venditioni exponas, venire facias &c. &c.; de- 
signating by these terms writs in common use and well 
understood. Such is the origin of the word quorum ; 
the king by his writ appoints certain persons to particu- 
lar duties or offices, of which persons (quorum) he speci- 
fies in his warrant, certain individuals or a certain num- 
ber as competent to act, or required to be present. The 
rule of common sense, and universal practice, in the ab- 
sence of any such specific provision in regard to delib- 
erative bodies at least, necessarily is lex majoris partis — 
the law of the greater number; less than the majority 
not being, in the eye of reason the body itself, and the 
majority being capable of determining the question, even 
where all are present. ‘Thus taken, the two provisions 
determining the composition and the quorum of a Presby- 
tery, put together, read as fullows:—A Presbytery con. 
sists of all the ministers and one Ruling Elder from each 
congregation within a particular district; of whom 
(quorum) any three ministers, and as many Elders as 
may be present, shall be competent to proceed to business, 
(Form of Government, chap. x. sec. 2 and 7); and the 
question is, are any Elders at all required to be present? 
I answer yes. 1. Because every instrument of writing 
is to be so construed as to be consistent with itself: this 
instrument declares Ruling Elders to be a component 
part of all church Assemblies; and therefore it cannot} 
here mean to say this Assembly is not composed in part 
of them; for in that case a quorum of Presbytery could 
be no church Assembly at all. 2. Every law must re- 
ceive such a construction, if such can be fairly given to 
it, as will make it consistent with fundamental constitu- 
tions which the makers of the law recognised as para- 
mount authority, and which they are not to be presumed 
to violate, unless they plainly do eo: but the makers of 
this provision of our church constitution admit the para- 
mount obligation of the word of God, and admit that by 
it Elders are a component part of all church courts; 
therefore as they do not here expressly say they are not, 
they must not be presumed to mean that they are not; 
fur if they do, they must mean that a quorum is a mere 
nullity, which is absurd. 3. In construing every in- 
strument, the parts that are doubtful must be explained) 
by the parts that are clear: but it is absolutely plain that 
by this instrument Elders are a component part of all 
church courts; therefore this doubtful sentence cannot 
mean that they are not a component part of this particu- 
lar church court; and if a quorum of Presbytery, is not 
a Presbytery, and so a church court, there is nothing to 
argue about. 4. The words about the presence of El. 
ders must have some meaning given to them, if there be 
any meaning they will bear; to say they mean that El- 
ders may be members if present, is idle—for that is al- 
ready provided for in the second section; to say they 
mean it is not material whether they be present or not, is 
absurd, as is already proved—for other parts of the 
instrument settle, that, jure divino, they are a component 
part of the body: there is nothing else they can mean 
except that some must be present, but how many is imma- 
terial; this therefore is obliged to be the sense of the 
words—and this is, indeed, their obvioussense. 5. The 
copulative, and, plainly shows that others besides the 
three ministers were designed to be present; if three 
ministers make a quorum, that is clearly expressed 
in the definition of the General Assembly ; but the con- 
stitution adds another clause about Elders and couples it 
conjunctively ; therefore it must mean more than the As- 
sembly means—and Elders must be those meant; or if 
not, who are the others meant in the clause? 6. This 
is the more clear when it is considered that the Presby- 
tery being composed of two classes of persons, different 
in many important respects, something more than a mere 
indirection must be necessary to exclude one entire class ; 
and above all where the class thus to be excluded is the 
very one from which the particular court and the entire 
denomination derive their name, the very one which is 
by eminence invested with the right to exercise govern- 
ment and discipline in all church assemblies. 7. It is 
said may be present never can be made to mean mus be 
present; and therefore there must be implied a condition 
and a discretion; I answer many can never be made to 
mean none; and as for the condition, it applies to the 
number present not to the fact of presence; and as for 
the implied discretion, I deny it, for it is the duty of ses- 
sivn to send the Elder, it is his duty to go, and it is the 
duty of the Presbytery to make him come and to receive 
him when he arrives. 8. Suppose the same phraseology 
were used as to the ministers necessary in making a quo- 
rum as is used in regard to the Elders, thus, “A Presby. 
tery consists of all the ministers and one Ruling Elder 
from each congregation within a particular d strict, of 
whom (quorum) as many ministers and as many Elders 
as may be present, shall be competent to proceed to 
business ;"’ in this case would any human being doubt 
that both ministers and Elders must be present? If not, 
then it is manifest that the present phraseology requires 
some Elders to be present. 9. It is the settled doctrine 
of our charch, and of all other Reformed churches, that 
the right to convene in church assemblies, ‘both 
stated “and pro re nata, is divine, inherent, and alto- 
gether independent of the civil power;* by our consti-} 
tution, a meeting of Presbytery pro re nata cannot be 
convened unless two elders, and they of different congre-| 
gations, sign the requisition fur it along with two minis-| 
ters; and these four persuns with the presiding officer, 
being converied upon their own call, may do the business 
thus specified, but no other, Now will it be pretended that 
es Minutes of the Assembly for 1843, pp. 196. 190. 170. 
of Faith, chap. xxxi_ passive; Form of 
x. sec. 10; Kirk 


bly—all which is absurd. 

It is upon such grounds as these, sir, that I am led to 
conclude that this clause about a quorum affords no pre- 
text whatever for constituting a Presbytery under our 
constitution, out of three ordinary ministers of the word, 
without the presence of Ruling Elders, How far the ex- 
ercise of such a power might be justified in a forming and 
unsettled church state ; or how far it could be successful- 
ly maintained in relation to Evangelists, who are admitted 
by all the reformed churches to be temporary and extraor- 
dinary officers; nay, how far Ruling Elders alone would 
be justified in very extraordinary cases, in transcending 
the boundaries which we have established between paro- 
chial and classical assemblies; all these are questions in 
regard to which there is no necessity for me to express 
at this time, any other opinion than this—that such pow- 
ers are to be established in a manner very different from 
inconsistent and strained constructions of an incidental 
clause in a church constitution. And, sir, ] earnestly be- 
seech you to consider how easy it would be to subvert the 
principle that our church is governed by assemblies, after 
subverting that which establishes the composition of those 
assemblies. Surely it would be a task of small difficulty to 
find some plea upon which the potential authority of the as- 
sembles themselves might be irregularly exercised, after suc- 
ceeding upon one so miserable as the best of those we have 
yet been favoured with, in establishing the monstrous propo- 
sition that ecclesiastical jurisdiction is cumplete in three 
ministers without charge, without the concurrence of the 
body of Christ’s people, or the presence of their immedi- 
ate representatives divinely called to the:exercise of this 
very function. Or can it be that it is the want of any 
adequate impression that the church of Christ has really 
a divinely ordained polity, which makes it so difficult to 
prevent her own ministers from transgressing some of 
her plainest principles—her own courts from laying vio- 
lent hands upon some of her most precious defences, at 
the same moment they are devolving on secular corpora- 
tions some of her most sacred obligations? JI desire to 
speak with tenderness and respect; but unless I greatly 
deceive myself, the issue of these questions involves inte- 
rests which we cannot handle with too much sobriety. 

It has appeared to me, Moderator, that there is a fun- 
damental error pervading most of the reasoning which 
I have heard and read against the rights of ruling el- 
ders, which has great influence in fostering the opinions 
against which I am now contending. It seems to be sup- 
posed that ministers of the woid are more essentially 
and permanently members of our church courts, than 
ruling elders are; indeed that they are, some how, more 
immediately and sacredly officers of the church of Christ. 
Such notions are altogether wrong. These officers are 
both alike ordained of God; the persons who fill them 
are equally supposed to be called and qualified from 
above; the gift of ruling is as real and as distincta gift 
of God as that of teaching; and though the teaching el- 
der is entitled to double hunour if he both rules and also 
labours in word and doctrine, the ruling elder is also 
by the same divine end, entitled to double honour if he 
rules well; and by the same law the teaching elder who 
does not labour in word and doctrine, is entitled for all 
this ruling to no honour at all, for he has forsaken the 
most important part of his calling; and the ruling elder 
who rules ill is bereft also of the blessing, because he 
has neglected his only calling. Elders, they are alike— 
Presbyters and no more, are they both; to deny which 
is to deny the express letter of the word of God:* ru- 
lers are they both, because they are Presbyters; and 
though one class has the superadded and more honoura- 
ble function of teaching, as their main work, let them 
not think that for this reason they are any more rulers 
than other Presbyters—and especially let them not think 
that they may neglect their work of teaching, as too 
many do, and strive to make up the omission by engros- 
sing, as their main work, that which is the only work of} 
the ruling elders; and let not this latter class fail of the 
reward of ruling well, by allowing their office to be de- 
spised, their crowns to be taken from them, their double 
honour to be rendered nugatory. The work of teaching» 
and the work of ruling require gifts entirely distinct from 
each other; they are works not only separable, but ac- 
tually separated in our church—in which our ruling el. 
ders have no pretence of a right to be public teachers: 
and it is as rulers and not as teachers, that the officers of 
the church are invested with its government. It is not 
because our ministers of the word are invested with the 
right to preach and administer ordinances that they are 
invested with the power of rule; but it is because they 
are ordained church rulers as well as church teachers, 
that they hold and may exercise jurisdiction. Preacher 
and Ruler are the furthest possible from being synony- 
mous words; Elder and Ruler are strictly synonymous, 
as the Scriptures every where teach,t Seeing then that 
our ministers of the word exercise spiritual jurisdiction 
simply and exclusively because they are Elders them- 
selves, upon what ground soever the nution may have 
arisen that they are in any way or to any degree more 
competent to rule than other elders—it is utterly unten- 
able. And seeing it has been proved already that all 
church rule is in the hands of Assemblies, it follows that 
preachers as such, can have no relation to such assem- 
blies that can give them any powers to rule, but must de- 
rive that power from the fact that they are elders—Pres- 
byters; the very fact upon which ruling elders rest theirs. 
No man has the right to rule as minister at large, even 
though he be both teaching and ruling elder, as all ad- 
mit; but he must be Pastor of such or such a church to 
give him any power in it; and he must belong to such 
or such an assembly to give him any power there; his 
membership and not his right to preach being the im. 
mediate grounds of his power, and his office as elder, 
not as minister of the word, being the final.ground of it. 

These distinctions are impregnably established by the 
very nature and distribution of church power. It is 
held with a universal consent amongst us that the power} 
of the church and of all its courts, is merely a ministe- 
rial and declarative power; a power to declare the sense 
of God’s word, and to execute it: moreover that it is a 
power strictly and exclusively moral, to be exercised ouly 
over the souls, the minds, the consciences of men—a 
power therefore not absolute in us—but in God only— 
and to be exercised by us, simply as a spiritual trust and 
upon the authority of Christ, and by no means. as an in- 
herent power; and again, that its whole force is spent 
upon those only who are voluntarily the followers of 
Christ, and through their own act fellow-citizeas with the 
saints. ‘The light of nature and the word of God alike 
teach us, that such powers can never be exercised except 
by officers bearing a double relation to God and to the 
household of faith: it is by the authority of God, but it 


* See 1 Tim. v.17. Also, “ The True Nature of a Gospel 


| Church”—by the great John Owen, especially chs. iii. iv. 
Vii. viii. in the 20th vol. of his works, edited by Orme: also 
Dr. Miller’s Essay onthe Ruling Elder, especially chs. ii. 


iii iv. v. vi. vii.: also the first article in the Spirit of the 
XIX, Century for Dee 1843, which there can be no impro- 
priety. in saying, is from the pen of Prof. Thornweill of the 
College of South Carolina. 


| and all other: business besides? If not, thea it follows, 


based on alleged danger from the possible inattention,| 
perverseness, or revolutionary spirit of Ruling Elders,} 
leading them to defeat or break up meetings of Presbyte-| 


is also 
ual officer is to be i and every act of authority 
exerted. Every kind of power that can be exercised, 
| is either a joint or a several power. Ecclesiastical pow- 
| er that is several, is defined to be potestas ordinis—the 
power of order; that which is joint, potestas jurisdic. 
tionis—the power of rule.* To the former class belong 
all such powers as any church officer may exercise per- 
sonally, singly—and by right of his order—ex officio ; 
as that a minister of the word may preach, administer or- 


dinances &e., or that an Elder may counsel, rebuke &c. :| 


to the latter class belong all powers that can be exer- 
cised only in assemblies of the church, all which are 
joint and corporate powers, without exception. It fol- 
lows, inevitably, that to suppoee the possession of certain 
rights which are several, that is rights of order, gives 
a peculiar, inherent, permanent and sacred right to the 
exercise of powers. which are joiat, that is powers of ju- 
risdiction, is absurd; and that the notion that one sort of 
several power, to wit, preaching, gives this right more 
sacredly or really than another kind, for example, rebu- 
king, is also absurd; but that that all the possessors of 
the joini power have an equal and the very same rights to 
its joint exercise, and of course to membership in the 
assemblies where alone it can be exerted. And it can- 
not be too often noted that the several exercise of joint 
powers, is prelacy and not Presbyterianism ; for, as Hen- 
derson has well said, in the remark already cited from 
him—if ordination and jurisdiction, both of which are, 
according to our system and to divine truth, joint powers, 
depend on Bishops—all other limitations can do the 
church no good. And what is it, but a tincture of prela- 
cy, for ministers of the word to claim, if not indeed an 
exclusive several right to the exercise of all joint powers, 
at least a superior, more permanent, and. more sacred 
claim founded upon the peculiar nature of their several 
powers, to exercise even to the exclusion of Elders, pow- 
ers which are purely joint. 

Let it be further observed, sir, that itisa total illusion to 
suppose, as many seem to do, that any church courts—our 
Presbyteries for example—are radically composed of 
ministers of the Word. Presbyteries are properly com- 
posed of parishes, congregations, particular churches, not 
of ministers of the Word. ‘The grand reason assigned 
for the necessity of Presbyteries is, that “ The church be- 
ing divided into many separate congregations, these need 
mutual counsel and -assistance,” and therefore the im- 
portance and usefulness of a body in which they may act 
by their ministers and elders. (Form of Government ch.| 
x. sec. 1 and 2.) The keys of the kingdom of heaven 
are committed into the hands of those who are officers of 
churches, and all Synods and councils, in a settled 
church state, are Assemblies which, “ it belongeth to the 
overseers and other rulers of the particular churches to 
appoint.” (Confession of Faith, ch. xxx. sec. 1—2, and 
ch, xxxi, sec. 1.) The General Assembly of the Kirk 
of Scotland, in acts passed during the noblest era of that 
illustrious church, have settled this point in the same 
manner, over and over. In an act passed December} 
20, 1638 they say, in terms, * Presbyteries are composed 
of sundry Parochins,”t In an act passed June 3, 1644 
“ for the present entrie of the new erected Presbyterie at 
Biggar,” and which seems to be in the common form, 
twelve particular churches are named and erected into a 
Presbytery, and then all the ministers and Ruling Elders 
of the said named churches are empowered to meet in 
Presbytery and exercise the power and jurisdiction be- 
longing to such a body.{ And in the important act ap- 
proving the Westminster Confession of Faith, passed on 
the 27th of August, 1647, the Assembly expressing its 
sense of ch. xxxi. sec. 2, of that Confession as it passed 
the Synod of Westminst expressly say, that it is only 
in churches “ not settled or constituted in point of govern- 
ment,” that the civil magistrate may call Synods which 
are even properly composed, or that “ the ministers 
Christ without delegation from their churches may of 
themselves, and by virtue of their office meet together} 
Synodically;” and that “neither of these ought to be 
done in Kirks constituted and settled; for proceeds the 
act, the magistrate may always consult, in a settled 
church, the assemblies“ of ministers and ruling eldes 
‘meeting upon delegation from their churches; and 
these assemblies are always free to meet and as well 
pro re nata, as at ordinary times upon deputation from} 
the churches, by the intrinsical power received from 
Christ.”’§ I therefore take it, sir, to be indisputable, that ac- 
cording to our constitution, and according to the general, 
principles of the case as understood by the purest Re- 
formed church in the present day—ministers not only do 
not compose Presbyteries or other church courts, by vir- 
tue of their office as ministers; but ina settled church 
state they are not, in strict right entitled even to appear 
in them as constituent members, except as they are 
ministers of the particular churches which made up 
the presbytery. Whatever force may be derived from a 
contrary practice in our church, allowing ministers as 
such, to sit in Presbytery—is spent upon the mere fact 
of that practice; and for that, in the past and existing 
condition of the church, we might appeal to the sound dis- 
cretion of the church: but even in this case every act 
and record of our church tolerating such a practice, pro- 
ceeds on the assumption that such ministers are at least 
engaged in the cure of souls, as their main work.||_ But 
now, when a claim is set up, as if right, and is enforced 
by a fatal act of the Assembly, which not only places 
every minister simply as a minister, and in total disregard 
of his having forsaken his covenanted calling—in full 
possession of the amplest powers belonging to a church 
ruler ; when it is alleged, as of divine right, that men of 
this description are more inherently church rulers, than 
those whose sole duty it is to rule, and that they may rule 
independently of them, and if need be to the exclusion of 
all participation of authority by them; it is high time to 
recur to first principles, and to set the whole subject upon 
its true and scriptural basis. ‘Thus considered, nothing 
is more clear, than that the rule of the whole church is 
lawfully and righteously in the hands of the rulers of the 
particular churches; and to assert the contrary is 10 con- 
tend for a government which is irresponsible, incompe- 
tent, without warrant and without delegation; a kind of 
government equally repugnant to the light of nature and 
the word of God. 

I will now, sir, advance a step further, and show that 
the act of the last Assembly is contrary to the clear and 
well settled construction of the law of the case—that it is 
directly contradictory of the established construction of 
our own and of the Scottish constitutions upon this im- 
portant subject. The whole matter is res adjudicata, 
and the decision of our last Assembly is as completely 
aside from the whole current of decisions, as I have shown 
it to be of fundamental principles. According to the 
settled law of the Scottish church, every church court in 
which ruling elders do not sit, is illegal, and all its acts 
are null. Steuart of Pardovan declares that neither the 
constitution of the church nor the law of the land, in 
Scotland—* do authorize any other ecclesiastical judica- 
tory but Assemblies, Synods, Presbyteries, and Kirk Ses- 
sions, or their committees, consisting of ministers and 
ruling elders; that “no ecclesiastical judicatory, or 
committee thereof, can be lawful” + without consist- 
ing of both ministers and elders ;” and he expresses a 
doubt whether the State would recognize or correspond 
with any bodies, not thus composed.— The Assembly of, 
1838, the most memorable except that of 1843, that ever 
met in Scotland, annulled, as utterly illegal, no less than} 
six proceedings, and as they called them “pretended As. 
semblies;’ to wit, those of 1606, 1608, 1610, 1616, 
1617, and 1618. Amongst the reasons assigned for this 
immense stretch of authority, in five out of six cases, one 
reason is that there were no ruling elders in these As- 
semblies; in some, none being lawfully commissioned, in 
others, none lawfully sent.** The Assembly of the fol- 
lowing year in an elaborate statement entitled “ Causes 
and Remedie of the by-gone evils of this Kirk,” address- 
ed tothe King, assign as the fifth cause of past troubles, 


ch. i. sec. 6, which is full explicit on this subject ; see 
also Owen’s Gospel Church, ch. vii. vol. 20, p. 473, works 


also the collections of Steuart of Pardovan, p. 38, B. I.t. ix. 
ne Printed Acte of the Assemblies of the Kirk of Scotland 


p. 6. 

em p. 352. 

it The Esdras will observe that there are here four as- 
sociated but distinct questions: (1) the formation of Pres- 
byteries, (2) the meetings of them without elders, (3) the 
sitting of ministers in them, who are not Pastors or Evangel- 
ists, (4) the sitting of such ministers, who have forsaken 
their calling. As it is law not practice that 1 am discusaing— 
and this question of practice is both uncertain and extensive, 
lleave it, just now, upon the 
8 h, which contain the conclusions! have arrived at. 
The main points here argued, will be found to be he borne 
out by the great mase of the acts of the Assembly and of all 
our Synods constituting Presbyteries, which are essentially 
geographical, making the P teries consist of certain 
churches and their ministers, or certain ministers and their 
churches, or'a certain district of country, or certain minis- 
ters of a certain district; but very rarely—of ministers 
only—and then against the law and the sense of the church. 
The principle of elective affinity, was thoroughly a New 
School principle and was utterly repudiated by the church. 
The point of the argument is that Presbyteries are not com- 
of ministers alone, nor of ministers as such; and & 
careful examination will show this truth to be deeply im- 
bedded in the acts as well-as in the constitution of the chu 
My view of a loose practice is that the law ought to 
rect it, notit to subvert the law. 

{ Collections p. 6, Book I. tit. 15. sec. 29. 


the consent of God's people, that every spirit-| 


of same authority, this very Presbytery is illegal, unless 


‘Standards, in the quorum of a Presbytery there must be 


-| clared to be not Presbyterian mainly upon the very points: 


have been corfupt, null, and unlawful—amongst ot 


rupted practice of the church ever aince the reformation, 


+ lawful General Assemblies.* The law as laid down by 
Pardovan extends even to commissions and commit- 
tees of the church courts; which differ from each other 


the six fore-cited Assemblies, which they pronounce tu) 


in this, that the former may examine and conclude,} 


while the latter can only examine and report ; and I have 
discovered a very curious fact strongly illustrative of 


the Scottish Assembly of 1643, in appointing a special 
commission of itself, had its attention directed to the 
very principles for which I now contend, and tully recog-/ 
nized them in one of the most interesting acts, and in its 
issues one of the most important ever performed by a 
church court, It wason the occasion of appointing the 
Scotch Commissioners to the Westmiuster Assembly. 
Baillie, who was one of them, tells us, that he moved in 
the meeting of the Commission of the Assembly, that 
some eldéfs should be placed on the Commission about 
to be sent to Westminster; but, he adds,“ I gott not @ 
man to second me; yet the absurditie and danger of such 
ane omission pressing my mind, I drew up reasons for 
my judgement, which I communicat to Argyle and War. 
ristone ; and when they had lyked the motion, I went so 
about it, that at the next meeting, it was carried without 
opposition.”+ ‘These “reasons,” more fortunate and ef- 
fectual than reasons usually are, have come down to 
us, and are worthy still to be pondered. The one 
which is immediately pertinent to my present argument 
is in these words: “4, The excluding of Roling Elders) 
from a Commissione of this nature, may call in question the 
validity of the Commissione ; may hazard the apporbatione 
of it by the next Generall Assemblie ; may give just offence 
to all Ruling Elders; may make all the actions of these 
ministers more unpleasant, and of lesse authoritie with the 
bodie of any natione.”{ The result was the recognition 
of the universality of the principle, that Ruling Elders 
must regularly be members of all assemblies whose con- 
stituent parts are preaching and Ruling Elders, and even 
of all commissions and sub-commissions of them, whether 
general or special; and three Ruling Elders, the Earl of 
Cassalis, Lord John Maitland, and Juhnstoun of Waris- 
toun, were united with the ministers Henderson, Dong- 
las, Rutherford, Baillie, and Gillespie, as commissioners} 
on the part of the Kirk of Scotland to the Westminster 
Assembly. All this is the more remarkable, when we 
compare the phraseology of the Scottish Standards with 
that of our own, and the construction of the language 
with the construction adopted by vur late Assembly. 
In the Printed Acts of the Scotch Assemblies, I have 
before me, repeated acts of the successive assemblies from 
1638 to 1649, appointing their standing “ Commissione 
for the public affairs of this Kirk.” ‘These acts name 
first a large number of ministera, then a large number of 
Ruling Elders, who are directed to meet on a day certain 
at a place fixed, and afterwards“ as they shall think good ;” 
and then “ gives and grants unto them, or any fifteen of 
them, there being twelve ministers present, full power and 
commission &c."§ Here is a case far stronger for the 
exclusion of Elders, who are not even named as a part of 
the quorum, than can be produced out of our Standards ; 
and yet of such cases as this, Pardovan asserts that un-. 
less Elders are present the commission is illegal ;|] and 
Baillie informs us, that in this indentical commission of 
which he was a member, so many ministers, “ and three 
Elders made a quorum.”| In regard to the quorum of 
Presbytery, the case is even more striking; for “to per- 
form any classical act of government or ordination there 
shall be present, at least, a major part of the ministers of 
the whole classis,’ says Pardovan; and yet, says the 


Ruling Elders be also present.** That is, by the Scottish 


at least the major part of all the ministers of the body 
—nothing being said in this relation, of Elders; but see- 
ing it is a fundamental principle of the whole system that 
Elders enter into the composition of every court—they 
are, upon that principle, held to be indispensable here, and 
are so adjudged to be. But our Standards fully recog- 
nize fand assert the same general principle, and more- 
over particularly name Elders in the special clause about 
a quorum, as members presumed to be present; and yet 
our Assembly conck:des that they need not be present at 
all! The state-church of monarchical Scotland, with 
rules less manifestly clear for the rights of the especial 
representatives of the Christian people, declared stead- 
fastly and clearly for those rights, ages ago; while the 
free church of republican America, with every general 
principle and every special enactment of its constitution, 
strongly and manifestly for those high and important 
rights—decides even at a time like this, earnestly, yea 
indignantly against them ; nay, @ storm is raised against 
the presumption of vindicating what are stigmatized as 
Brownist, radical and revolutionary doctrines, and even 
many of the Elders themselves are amongst the very 
foremost in destroying their own sacred liberties! Surely 
these things are calculated to arrest the public attention, 
and to create a profound anxiety in the minds of all 
those who know how difficult it is to preserve the purity 
of free institutions, and to maintain the spiritual liberties 
of mankind. 

This extraordinary decision of our General Assembly, 
and the violent efforts made to uphold it as just and wise, 
are the more surprising, when it is remembered, that it is 
contrary to former decisions of our church. From the 
earliest period of this church in America, the Collections 
of Pardovan have been its rule of discipline, and the gen- 
eral principles therein embodied recognised as essentially 
our own;tt and that work was made the basis of a por- 
tion of our present standards when they were compiled.tt| 
Although, therefore, it may have been true, in the torm- 
ing and unsettled state of the church, and especially amid 
the difficulties created by a bloody and protracted nation- 
al struggle for freedom, in which our whole church em- 
barked with the country, as one man; that occasional 
departures from strict rule were unavoidable: yet these 
irregularities could do little harm so long as the law re- 
mained unaltered and clear against them, and the senti- 
ment of the church was right—as the places I have cited 
clearly prove it was, up to the period when our present 
standards were compiled, fifty-five years ago. Upon the 
law of those standards, as written, I have already spoken 
fully. That law as expounded, presents little or nothing to 
countenance, and amass of proof against the interpretation 
of the last Assembly. Even the early and monstrous vi- 
olation of the constitution by the foundation of the Plan 
Union of 1801, so far respected reason and truth that no} 
pretension was made that the contemplated arrangements} 
were either regular, constitutional, or permanent. That 
plan as it relates to the present question, virtually abol- 
ished the office of ruling elder; and if there is one point 
upon which this church has pronounced an irreversible] 
judgment, it is that that plan was utterly null and void 
from the hour of its inception up to the declaration of 
that nullity thirty-six years afierwards, by the Assembly 
of 1837. It is true the controversy which resulted in 
this decision, involved other questions ; questions of doc- 
trine, and questions of practice, as well as questions of 
church order; and I am ready to admit that in all my 
efforts, and no man made more, to reform the church at 
that period, the question of order was never considered 
by me the paramount question. But the fact is recorded 
palpably and beyond denial upon all the proceedings of 
that period, civil and ecclesiastical, that the controversy 
was settled mainly on the point of church order. There 
were great irregularities and there were great here. 
sies no doubt, to be removed ; but these could not make’ 
the Plan of Union unconstitutional—they could only 
make it improper. But the Assembly of 1837 annulled 


the subject now before us in which the Commission of} 


that plan as unconstitutional, and then declared the four 
Synods out of our connexion for the reason that they 
were illegally constituted and illegally continued, by aud 
under that void Plan. In what respect, sir? Why, sir,! 


* See Second Book of —— of the Kirk of Scotland,» 14. churches, the Presbyteries, and the Synods were de-| all precision and formality redeemed the spot it 


this day involved. ‘They had no ruling elders and there- 
fore were not Presbyterian. And whoever will carefully) 
study the acts of the Assembly of 1837—its answers to 
protests—its official letters—the whole current of its 
proceedings, will find the stress of the whole question) 
laid upon church order, and the hinge of the whole 
case, in the question debated befure you this day. Upon 
this ground, more than upon any other, it was triumph- 
antly carried through that great Assembly, through the 
church at large, and through the civil tribunals of the 
country. Sir, I was an actor in all those scenes. I have 
personal knowledge of what I assert. The records of 
the church and of the country bear me out.in what I 
say. And I now tell you—I tell the church—I tell pos- 
terity, that if the decision of the Assembly of 1843 islaw, 
the decisions of the Assembly of 1837 are not law. Ifit 


1841 


* Printed Acts, p.75, Assembly of 1639. 
+ Baillie’s and vol. IJ. p. 55, Edinburgh,| 


is law that ministers without charge make a Presbytery, 
a Synod, and an Assembly—fur the decision covers al} 


chief reasons because they were “called and constitute, this, then it was illegal, it was monstrous, to separate four | 
_ quite contrary” 10 the order, constitution, and uninter-| 


entire Synods from the church, upon the pretence that 
even ministers with charge cannot, without the presence 


by all which ruling elders did rightly constitute a part off of ruling elders, constitute church courts whieh can con- 


stitutionally belong to this church. ‘They might deserve, 
upon other grounds, tu be separated from us; but it 
‘could not be true, that for this defect they never were 
with us, or of us, if this defect ie no defect, It is vain 
tu say, the disuwned Synods had no elders appointed’ in 


any of their churches; the fuct is otherwise—there were © 


elders, more or leas, in many churches; and as it regards 
the Presbyteries and Synods, the fact of presence, not the 
fact of existence, is the sole fact in the case. For my 


part, sir, I stand by the reform of 1837—by its prifi¢i- © 


ples, and by its acts." I pronounce the decision of 1843, 
a counter revolution ; and I unhesitatingly denounce it, as 
at once compromising the character of the church, sub- 
verting the fundamental principles of its polity, prostrat- 
ing the rights of the elders, and endangering the spiriwual 
freedom of the people.* - 

Moderator, if I am capable of feeling the force of 
truth, I have now proved these propositions; that in our 
chureh, the government is in the hands, not of a priest- 
hood, nor of the brotherhood, but of assemblies; that 
these assemblies are composed, regularly, of ministers of 
the word and of ruling elders—and these two fundamen. 
tal principles are revealed to ua, from God; that a quo- 
rum of Presbytery, which is nothing more nor less than 
a Presbytery constituted for business, is to be composed 
according to the two preceding rules, and that the fair 
construction of our constitution can lead us to nothing 
else; that it is so far from being true that ministers of 
the word are more sacredly the rulers of the church, and 
the organic members of out church courta, by virtue of 
their office as teachers, than ruling elders are—that the 
fact is precisely the reverse, and that the ministers are 
members of any of those courts, simply because they 
are elders themselves, and therefore rulers; that this 
whole view of the subject is fully established by the acts 
and decisions, both of the church of Scotland after which 
we have copied most, and by those of our own church 
from its origin, and especially in recent and memorable 
transactions, I think, sir, 1 have also proved, that ac- 
cording to the well settled principles of the whole subject — 
in its widest extent, and according to the clear judgment 
of the ablest men, and the purest churches which have 


handled these great questions, any serious departure from. . 


the positions I have established, leads by inevitable ne- 
cessity to Prelacy or to Independency—and, sir, I could’ 
easily show, if it were required, that in all past time, - 
whatever clear thinker or learned man, or gathered 
church, has held other opinions and stopped ahort of 
Prelacy or Independency—has seriously doubted or — 
wholly denied the jus divinum of the office of ruling el- 
der. It is apparent then that some of the most impor- 
tant considerations which caii ever be presented upon the — 
subject of church order, must be carefully weighed be- 
fore we can render a safe, and intelligent, or a just deci- 
sion in the matter before us. And if gentlemen can find 
any pleasure in scofip at old books, the very outsides of 
which they confess they never saw until now, and at that 
patient and minute search into the past, which they are 
pleased to consider, as its fruits are laid at their feet, a 
useless display of learning irrelevant to the questions we 
are to decide; I am so far from presuming to rob them 
of any part of that gratification, that I can only lament 
my utter inability to take up knowledge by absorption, 
to decide intuitively what God has revealed or ought to 
reveal, to divest myself of all reverence fur the judgment 
of great and good men who have devoted vast powers of. 
thought and investigation to subjects I desire to under- 
stand, or to bear as a light and easy thing, the respon- 
sibility laid upon me by my.calling and my vows, to seek 
for, to cherish, and to maintain truth. 

It does appear to me, sir, that prineiples of the deepest 
importance are involved in this subject, and that practi- — 
cal consequences of the gravest character would be like- 
ly to fullow the final confirmation by the church, of the 
hasty and ill considered decision of the Assembly of 
1843. The most terrible calamity which can befall any 
government is to separate it either in feeling or in real- 
ity from those who are subject to its authority: as the 
most obvious proof that any community is already sub- 
jugated, is that the government is paramount to the etate 
itself. Shall we bring upon ourselves both these disas- 
ters? All spiritual authority, from its very nature ought 
to be, and with us happily is, submitted to only as the 
voluntary act of those who obey it. The government of 
the church of God was made for the church, not the 
church for it—its officers given to the if the 
Lamb, not placed as lords over her. The church courts 
are not the church; but preachers and elders are alike, 
and are only a minisiry—a body of servants given by 
the ascending Saviour to the body of his redeemed. Shall 
the ministers of the word become a close corporation, 
self-perpetuated—and in effect irresponsible—co ted 
with the church only by an undefined dominion over it— _ 
not being, if we dare credit the last Assembly, even mem- 
bers of it?+ Or shall they continue to be, helpers of the 
joy instead of lords over the consciences of God's people, 
their great and paramount functions being to teach the 
world the religion of Jesus, and their less important of- 
fice to join with those whose special duty it is to rule, in 
the gentle and divided authority, which the representatives 
of Christ’s people, in Christ’s name, exercise over them ? 
Are the ruling elders of our churches to continue the hon- | 
oured and chosen guides of the particular flocks, the author- 
ized and immediate representatives of the people in the as- 
semblies of the church, an integral and necessary portion 
of every assembly to which jurisdiction appertains ? or are 
they to occupy a position altogether equivocal, acciden- 
tal, provisional, humiliating, and become an appendage 
to the ministers—yea an appendage adding nothing when 
they are present that did not equally exist when they were 
absent, and taking nothing when they depart that is essen- 
tial to be retained? Are our congregations to look fordirec- 
tion to Presbyteries composed of teaching and ruling el-. 
ders selected by themselves, participating in all their 
feelings, efforts, and wants, and distinctly acquainted 
with their whole estate ; or are they to be ruled by three 
ministers without charge, who, it may be, have for- 
saken their covenanted calling, and who presume to ex- 
ercise the powers of government over ministers, elders, 
and people, with none of whom they held more than a 
purely nominal relation? Sir, it cannot be denied that 
these two church states are immeasurably distant from 
each other. One is a hierarchy—the other is a Christian 
commonwealth. 

For my part, there is but one course which I ean adopt. 
It does not satisfy conscience, to be told that this con- 
struction which is to work this destructive change, was 
adupted by a great majority of the Assembly; that it is 
approved by the leading men and institutions of the 
church; that learned civilians pronounce it correct; that 
foreign ministers have been consulted and have acceded 
to it. It does not deter. me, +o be threatened with the 
pains of an incendiary, and the penalties of a church dis- 
turber. It does not remove from my path one ray of light, 
nor shake in my heart one firm resolve, to have predict- 


ed defeat and threatened ignominy set before me in the . 


most distinct and appalling forms. I have borne much 
in the service of this church; I am willing to: endure- 
more, I have stood for the truth, when fewer stood by 
me, than I can count to-day. Make this cause as des- 
perate as you please, as degrading as you can; make the 
danger to me and to the church as imminent as the most 
confident of those against me can desire—or the most 


in the face of death itself and with the brand of a traitor 
upon him for his fidelity, denounced the doom of the 
wicked city, paid down in the very courts of hig prison, 
the price of the field that was in Anathoth, —_or 
scribed the evidence, and called witnesses, and with 

may 
be, on which the victorious army of the Chaldeans | 
encamped: for he knew that houses, and fields, and 
vineyards would be possessed again in the land of Israel. 
Sir, I will take courage from this: sublime example. Let 
this Synod say the church is not a free commonwealth 
established of God, but is a hierarehy—which my soul 


* It weuld be perfect! to show citations from 
nearly every important deiee a of the pts Fe of 1837, and 


from the elaborate report of the trial at law growing out of 
the acts of Assembly of 1837-8, that both the church and 
the civil tribunals, altowed this great cont to go off 


mainly on the point of church order—and that the question 
of chirch order turned essentially upon the ilfegalitg of the 
Plan of Union, and that illegality upon its. provisions allow- 
ing elders to be superseded entirely or supplanted by com- 
mitteemen. The length to which this would protract this 
argument, and the general acquaintance which must exist 
in regard to matters so recent and so mpertant—i ‘me 
to omit the detailed proof. tis alse worthy of serious reflec- 
tion, and isa strong collateral support to my 


** Printed Acts of Scottish Assemblies, p. 8—14; —_ 


See. Prin Acts of the General Assembly of the Church t See Acts of Scottish Kerk, pp. 305-7— Anno, 1647. | 
of Scotland, 1688, 130, acts of the year 1641. Hetherington ubi supra, p. 


Scotland, — ‘the Westminster Confession, 
coll. pp. 266-7. 


t Acts xi. 30: xv. 2, 4, 6,22; xvi. 4; xx. 17, 28; xxi. 18. 1 
Tim, v. 17.:1 Pet. vjl.. 2Johni. 3Johni. Rom. xi. 8. 
Cor. xii. 28. 1 Tim. iii. 5, &c. 


van, p. 57, Book 1. tit. 15. sec. 1.— 


+t See printed minutes of the Presbyterian church, p 51 
tt Idem. p. 535. iy rs 


t Idem, vol. ii. p. 479. cor me, im this e for . 

§ Printed Acts for 1643, p. 209; see also pp. 147, 223, 318,| it is extremely common, for an elder to preside in pees 

361, 424, &c. for the commissions of other years, where the) the pastor being present. And it is well known, 

same phraseology is used. Ciasses and Srecda emeted in England under the advice of 

Collections, p. 68. the Westminster Assembly, twice as many el- 

sec. 29, ed in the advice ef the A: bat submitted to, by those 


| | | | a 
thors, but of vid, ftom that opposition which ia between epis- | | 
copal government and the government of the Reformed | | 
churches do hold without Soptine their church officers, | | | 
pastors, doctors, elders, deacons, and their church | 
government by Assemblies, to be jure divino, and perpe- | a 
| tuall, as is mianifeat in*all their writings.”* It cannot | | 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| | 
| 
the Composition of the quo-| 
§ majority of the Ruling Elders in the last named caty. 
of his frank and kind demeanour—contrasting 80 strong- | 
, ly with the ¢ourse which leading ministers of the gos- : 
pel'in this’body, have considered it their duty to pursue. 
; lf the advocates of that preposterous dogma, so current 
| 
. 
| 
| 
| 
; 
7 
| 
| 
| } 
= 
4 timid of those with me can dread; and still ¥ will take : : 
| the risk, and meet the peril. When the armg of the hing ¥ 
| | of Babylon beleaguered Jerusalem, the very prophet who ‘ 
| | 
z 
| 
| 
| | be a alas nractic alate ‘ 
exclusive, intolerant Siate seligion of England, bemg 
4° 


the Synod alters God’s truth; the vad 


ill lift up my humble voice against their loud and) 


sins, for e’bierarchy and against a commonwealth ; 
and while I must respect even the errors of that venera-| 
™ ble court, { will set my poor name against its adjudica- 


atid Tet posterity decidé ‘betwixt us, Let the Roling 
Elders themsel borne by the clamour or. seduced 

: the their ministers, prove insensible to} 

ir: calling and negligent of the. sacred trust reposed in 


Purpose, to | 
while there remains one inch of ground on which I can 
plant myself. For surely I trust in God that this sud- 


officers.of the church, and blinded them to the true cha- | would be produced if-the dying race could but 


racter of our institutions, and under whose baleful influ- 
ence a line of conduct aad. a course of observation so 


church must return to her ancient landmarks, the distin-| 
guishing and vital principles of her polity. 

It.is therefore, sir, with a profound conviction of its 
truth, ands deep sense.of ite timeliness that [ submit to 
the: Synod. the following minute, praying God—if such 
be hie will—to grant it favour in your sight : 

Whereas it is the explicit doctrine of the terian} 
Church in the United States of America, that the kingdom 


larly and scripturally composed} 
ural officers, appotitted ot 


settled staie of the church, Preaching and Rukh 
ters, commonty. called pastors and Ruling Elders (idem. ch. 
ch. on: eye agen, court or 
| a congregational, yterial or Synodical con- 
sists OF Both soris of the atondentd officers; (dem. ch: 1X. 
See: Lich. X: See. 2; ch. XI. See. 1: ch. XII. sec. 2, and 
Coniession of Faith, Ch. XXXI, sec. 1) and whereas the 
General Assembly of 1843 decided * That any three 
ministers of a Presbytery, being regularly convened, are a 
qdorum competent to the transaction of all “es,” 
‘minutes p. 196) although not only the conclusive 
force of the divine ordination of a Presbytery, composed not 
of one but of two classes of Presbyiers, is directly against 
this decision—but the explicit doctrine of the church is that 
the quoram of a Presbytery is not“ any three munisters’’— 
but “any three ministers, anv as many elders as may be pre- 
sent,” &c. (idem. ch. X.sec.7.) Now, this Synod believing the 
principle here involved to be practically the question between/ 
an aristocratical hierarchy, and a free Christian common-| 
wealth, and judging the word of God and the constitution 
the church to be against the furmer and for the latter ; we do 
, according w the power inherent in this Synod, and 
so declared to. be in our Formeot Goyerament (ch. XI. sec. 4,) 
to the General Assembly,” by way of Overture,| 


crs of Overture, No. 20, adopted on the 30ih of May 


3848, by yeas and nays, 83 to 35 in the last Assembly, as be- 
“ in its ine contrary to Scripture, and to the stan- 
rds of the church, and in is effects subversive of the office 

ry ling Eider, and of the rights and liberties of the Chris- 
‘tian people ; and the adoption, in its stead, of a declarative 
overture, to the effect that, by the constitution of the church, 
the church, whether it be 
Classical, or Synodical, can be regulariy, legelly or com- 
pletely constituted without the. presence of Kuling Elders) 


as members thereof. 
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*,* Several communications are crowded 
out in consequence of the two long articles 
in our paper of to-day, viz. Rev. Dr, Breckio- 
ridge’s speech on the first page, and the Presi- 
deat’s Message on the fourth page. 


Sxnop or printed mi- 
nutes of the Synod of Philadelphia have been 
mailed to the addresses of all the ministers o 
Synod, and to the Ruling Elders who attended 
the last meeting, In a few instances the post- 
office address could not be ascertained. Any 
who fail to receive their copies can have them 
sent by applying (post paid) to the office of the 
Presbyterian, 

Tuanxservinc Day In PENNSYLVANIA.— 

Gov. Pé¥ter has issued.a proclamation, recom- 
mending that “ Thursday, the 21st day of De- 
cember, instant, be set apart by the people of 
this Commonwealth, for prayer, praise, and 
Thanksgiving to Almighty God: that they 
abstain, on that day from their worldly occv-| 
pations, and unile in devout expressions of 
gratitude to the Giver of all good for the bless- 
ings of peace, the general prevalence of health, 
fruitful seasons, the enjoyment of civil and reli- 
gious liberty, and above all, for the blessings 
of salvation so richly vouchsafed to us.” 


Proposep Pus.ications.—We learn that 
the Presbyterian Board of Publication intend 
soon to put to press the two following valuable 
works, viz: “ The Exclusive Claims of Pusey- 
ite Episcopalians to the Christian Ministry in- 
defensible ; with an inquiry into the divine 
right of Episcopacy and the Apostolic succes- 
sion, in a series of letters to Dr. Pusey. By 
John Brown, D.D., Minister of Langton, Ber- 
wickshire;” and “ Annals of the Persecution in 
Scotland from the Restoration to the Revolu- 
tion, By James Aikman, Esq.” Both of these| 
works are valuable and particularly season- 


able, 


Rev. Messrs. Bairp anp Sawrett.—These 
gentlemen have returned to this country with 
their families, and have entered upon their la- 
bours in behalf of the Foreign Evangelical So- 
ciety. 
, 
Disarmep.—An eminently devotion- 
man in humble life, being asked why he 
prayed so constantly, emphatically answered, 
“ Because | must die.” Truly if death were 
brought home to our bosoms, as an event which 
can. by. no possibility be averted, we would 
pray more. Some reflect not on the subject at 
all, others transiently, while most studiously 
exclude the thought from their minds, and 
herice they live without prayer. Were a real- 
izing. sense of our mortality universal, the 
aspect of society would at once be changed. 
The giddy, thoughtless. multitude would be 
sobered, and anxiety would be substituted for 
their joyous hilarity. The fact is often strik- 
ingly illustrated. The gallant ship, while 
proudly breasting the waves, and prosperously 
sailing on her course, may resound with many 
a loud laugh and profane oath, and be unused 
to thé voice of prayer. Its living freight may 
often have been warned that there was but a 
step between them and death, and yet have been 
totally unmoved. In the midst of fancied secu- 
rity, however, a hidden danger is disclosed ; 
the storm pours out its fury, the vessel strikes 
upon the iron-bound coast, the timbers are start- 
ed; human skill no longer avails; and then, 
every face gathers paleness, the heart throbs 
with dread, and bitter cries for mercy are heard 
from.lips which never prayed before. Death i 
now realized, That makes the difference, 
although’ each and all were liable to be called 
out of Jife in a moment; they did not reali 
their mortality until now. We have heard, 


shall not_shake my. immovable} 


| Ways imminent; it lurks in every avenue o 


| wise men at all times; they should realize death 


BE o PRESBYTERIAN... 


= 
of thé gay assemblage ia:the theatre, feasting 
theig eyes with:the mimic:sceue before them, and 
Ps applauding somé_caticature of sacred 
things, to whom the thought of God or eternity 
would have been a most unwelcome obiruder ; 
but in a moment, the alarm is raised that the 
building is on fire, and as the mingled volumes, 
of smoke and flame curl along the roof, the 
panic shriek is heard, amusement is no longer 
thought of, and as the tumultuous crowd vainly 
endeavour to escape, the most obdurate are not 
ashamed to cry to that God whom they had al- 
ways insulted, for mercy on their souls. Death 
is realized, and the thoughtless are thoughtless 
no longer, Such scenes show the effect which 


realize that they were dying. Yet death is al- 


life; its shaft is directed against every bosom, 
and we know not what.a day, or even an hour, 


may bring forth. It is wise then to cultivate 
an acquaintance with this great foe, to familiar- 
ize our minds to his approach, and, if possible, 
to be prepared for his sudden coming. What 
men do in sudden panic, should be done by 


and pray to the God of salvation. Death is 
terrible, not merely from the pain produced by 
the act of dying, but chiefly because it intro- 
duces us into the presence of a holy and just 
God, and into the endless retributions of eterni- 
ty.. The friendship of this God, therefore, is to be 
‘obtained, and the assurance of a happy eternity 
is to be sought. This is not to be done with- 
out prayer, much heartfelt prayer. _ Christ has 
disarmed death of his sting and despoiled him 
of his victory ; He therefore should be our ad- 
vocate, through whom we may approach with 
confidence to’ God, . Prayer, when it proceeds 
from a devout heart, familiarizes the thoughts 
with God, dissolves our attachments for sinful 
pleasures, brings down upon the soul heaven’s 
richest blessings, and enables us to regard 
death, our formidable adversary, as a friend 
who isto introduce us into our unspeakably glo- 
riousinheritance. The word of God, therefore, 
imposes no irksome service on us, but is our 
truest friend, when it tells us to “ watch unto 
prayer,” to “ pray without ceasing,” and in all 
things to make known our wants and desires to 
God in prayer. If prayer be most suitable for 
the sick and dying, it is mest suitable for all ; for 
we have the seeds of death in us, which may 
be matured in a moment. 


Dr. Suytu’s Works.—Dr. Smyth’s works| 


on prelacy, have received the most flattering 
notice in the Edinburgh Presbyterian Review. 
The following sentence relating to his work on 
the Succession, contains emphatic, but deserv- 
ed commendation: | 


** Whoever would study the Prelatic contro- 
versy, aS muintained by the most learned Pre- 
latists of the day, let him by the next steamer 
order * Smyth’s Lectures on the Apostolical 
Succession.” The man who possesses this 
work needs no other. It is full to satiety of 
extracts from the most popular Prelatic publica- 
tions, both Anglican and American. 
feel ashamed of our country, or rather of our 
degenerate sons, if the work has not a wide 
circulation among us. And were we not to- 
tally ignorant of the mysteries of * the trade,’ 
we would recommend a large importation to 
meet the very large demand that we are sure 
must be made for it.” 


PRINCETON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. — 


From the printed catalogue of this Seminary,} 


we learn that there are at present connected 
with it—Resident Licentiates, 2; First class, 
30 ; Second cluss, 44; Third class,41. Total, 
117. 


— Campbell’s Foreign Semi- 
Monthly Magazine for December Ist, and Ag- 
new’s Eclectic Museum for December, are both 
rich in foreign selections, and are both embel- 
lished with very beautiful Mezzotinto engra- 


vings. 


Pritorim’s Procress.—We are requested to 
state, that in consequence of unexpected delays 
in the preparation of the plates of this beautiful 
work, now nearly completed by the Board of 
Publication, it is apprehended that the book will 
not be ready for delivery by New Year’s day, 
as was contemplated, 3 


SeaRcH THE Scrirrures.—<An article in 
a Roman Catholic paper recently quoted an emi- 
nent protestant who had said “ these words have 
undone the world.” We asked for the authori- 
ty. The Catholic Herald has given it. It is 
from Selden’s ‘Table Talk and the whole quota- 
tion is in these words—* Scrutaminz Scriptu- 
vas.” ‘These two words have undone the world; 
because Christ spake it to his disciples, there- 


fore we must all, men, women, and children,| 


read and interpret the Scripture.” It is even 
so; and the matter would be fully made out 
were the words quoted from any treatise which 
Selden wrote. The truth is, however, that the 
“Table Talk” consists of scraps of conversa- 
tion, alleged to have fallen from the lips of 
Selden in colloquial discourse and picked up by 
Richard Milward. ‘To judge of Selden’s senti- 
ments from these would be an act of injustice 
to that eminent man. No one would wish to 
be judged in that way. Conversations may 
easily be misunderstood and misrepresented, 
and single expressions, even if fairly reported, 
may convey a meaning different from that in- 
tended by the speaker, when separated from 


their connection. Indeed Milward significantly] 


says in his dedication, “in reading, be pleased 
to distinguish times, and in your fancy carry 
along with you the when and the why many of 
these things were spoken.” Now as our fancy| 
is no! sufficiently active to ascertain the when! 
and the why, this particular thing was spoken, 
we cannot trust the mere words as expressing 
Selden’s sentiments. If he did in fact speak 
these words, he spoke a very foolish thing, (and 
it is by no means the only foolish thing to be 
found in the Table Talk,) for the world is not 
yet undone, but certainly very much improved! 
by the wide circulation and general perusal of 
the Scriptures. Ignorant men may wrest the 
Scriptures, silly conceits may be founded upon 
them, but their divine power must be felt in 
proportion as they aresknown. 


We shall/ 


The same Selden is reported to have said 
that the best interpretation of hard places in 


the Bible has been made by Laymen. Would] 


that be authority with our Catholic cotempo- 
Selden in the same Table Talk, if we are to 
receive it as authority, has given us a hint, 
which Mr. Milward would have done well if he 
had taken to himself. It is this: “It is a hard 
case a minister should be turned out of his liv- 
ing for something they inform he has said in 
his pulpit. "We can no more know what a mi- 
nister said in his sermon by two or three words 
picked out of it, than we can tell what tune a 
musician played last upon the lute by two or 
three single notes.” 

Is recently said that 
Episcopacy was creeping into our public insti- 
tutions, and the Church Chronicle affected to 
believe that we were resorting to political cant 
and artifice in our opposition to tl.e hierarchy. 
This renders it necessary to explain more fully 
our allusions. It has been stated to us, and if 
the statement be erroneous we will correct it 
under proper authority, that there are at the 
present time about twenty-five chaplains in the 
United States Navy, and that out of these there 
are some seventecn or eighteen of the Episco- 
pal Church, leaving the small balance to be di- 
vided among all the other religious denomina- 
tions of the country. Now on the presumption 
that our information is correct, this fact is suf- 
ficient to startle and alarm. It demonstrates 
the grasping ambition of Episcopacy on the one 
hand, and the culpable oversight, if not sectarian 
feelings, of the public authorities. What, is our 
Navy an Episcopal institution? Is the whole 
naval service to be subjected to the influence 
and control of one of the smallest religious de- 
nominations of the country? Are the claims of 
the Baptists, Methodists, Congregationalists and 
Presbyterians thus to be disregarded? On the 
presumption that our information is substan- 
tially correct, we say it is high time that this 
matter should be inquired into, and that a pro- 
test should be made against this evident attempt 
to give peculiar predominance to one religious 
sect in a main branch of the public service; 
thus forming an entering wedge to the introduc- 


tion of that hateful principle of a union of} 


church and state. As Presbyterians we want 
but a proportionate power in our public institu- 
tions, and when too much prominence is given 
to our denomination, we are entirely willing that 
other denominations shoulf@ complain and call 
for a redress of their grievances. 

Another fact we will refer to. The present 
chaplain at West Point, is not only an Episco- 
palian, but has been publicly charged with 
preaching the rankest Tractarian doctrines. 
When this charge was communicated to him, he 
replied through the columns of the Watchman 
of the South, that he was not amenable to the 
public for his opinions, but only to his Diocesan 
Bishop, thus refusing to meet thecharge. Now 
it is well known that at West Point is assembled 
a large number of the most respectable young 
men in the country, who will naturally have 
their religious principles mouided after the mo- 
del of their chaplain. Are these to be inocu- 
lated with the rank heresy of Puseyism? Is 
the army in this way to be officered by Tract- 
arian Episcopalians? When we express alarm 
at these signs of the times, are we to be told 
that we are stirring political questions? Surely 
our religious press is not to be muzzled, and we 
hope it will speak out until the influence of 
Episcopacy is reduced to its due proportion in 
the public service. 


CieRIcAL PrivatTions.—Our readers have 


| but little idea of the privations endured by 


many of the clergy in the Presbyterian Church, 
particularly in some of the Western States, As 
we mention no names, we are not guilty of a 
breach of trust in stating the following fact 
communicated to us in a private letter, from a 
laborious clergyman in Indiana. We had di- 
rected to him a circular respecting the proposed 
publication of the minutes of the General As- 
sembly from its organization to the present 
time. The work will cost per copy about six 
dollars, and yet this excellent brother is com- 
pelled to say, ‘Only two names are procured, 
and I am almost ashamed not to add my own. 
Perhaps I may be able if the work is published 
to pay for it, and if I am,I shall do it most 
cheerfully, as I very much desire to possess it. 
But the fact is, I have not received for nearly 
two years’ preaching cash enough to pay for one 
Jourth of the proposed work!” We ask our 
wealthy readers, no, we should say our readers: 
whom God has blessed with a moderate portion 
of this world’s goods, how these servants of 
God, thus situated, are to procure suitable books 
for study, unless they shall contribute their aid? 
Oh how many thousands are squandered in su- 
perfluities, which properly applied, would make 
the hearts of many destitute Christian friends 
sing for joy. 

Episcorat Irems.—An Episcopalian in the 
New York Observer, not only undertakes to 
repel the charge of Episcopal opposition to the 
American missionaries in the East, but to ex- 
onerate Mr. Southgate particularly from that 
iniquity. He says that this gentleman in 
a communication to the Foreign Committee, 
avows his purpose “to abstain from all hos- 
tility to the missionaries of the American Board, 
because he does not wish to hinder them in their 


“work.” 


Now in opposition to this we have, first his 
letter of instruction from that committee, and 
his letter of introduction from seven American 
Episcopal Bishops, which if they mean any 
thing, mean to advise him to use his best efforts 
to prejudice the American missions on the 
ground that they are not Episcopal ; and second, 
we have in the last Churchman a letter from 
Mr, Southgate himself, the spirit of which is 
easily understood, notwithstanding its artful 
phraseology. It clearly shows that Mr. South- 
gate has been very busy, not in preaching the 
gospel, but in endeavouring to bring these mis- 
sionaries into discredit by telling the besotted 
Armenians that they were opposed to liturgies, 
&c. We quote from this letter, _ 


But I endeavour, so far as in me lies, to 
live peaceably with all men, pursuing my 
work quietly, but not sacrificing one iota of its 
principles because they are not pleasing to 
those who would be satisfied only with my con- 


‘facter. This 


cesling my Church, end foregeing all the 


vantages which I derive.from its primitive and 
‘Apostolic, its Bpincpa and its liturgical cha- 
cannot do without -falsetiood, 


and if the sight of our Church places them at 
disadvantage, because they have nothing of 
the kind to show, it is but an evil of their Con- 
gregationalism, and 1 cannot conscientiously 
conceal the fact of an Episcopal Church in the 
West, and of my being a minister thereof, for 
the sake of saving them from. being thought 
less well of, as they are in danger of being, 
when it is known that there is a Church in the 
West constituted like the Eastern churches, 
and yet they are not members of it. They 
ought to be willing to be known for what they 
are—as opposed to bishops, precomposed forms 
of prayer, &c. &c., but the knowledge of this 
fact would be ruinous to them amoung the East- 
ern Christians, and therefore they carefully 
conceal itas much as possible. We cannot so 
act. 
Church, setting it forth just as it is, concealing 
neither our resemblances with, nore our differ- 
ences from, the Oriental communion.” 

One of the best of the modern Bishops of 
Episcopacy, says: | 

“Our Episcopal form of Church govern- 
ment affords the best means, under God, of pre- 
serving the faith. Had Protestant Germany 
retained her Episcopacy, the Neology of the 
last hundred years might possibly have been 
averted. Had Reformed France kept her Epis. 
copacy, the Arians of the eighteenth century 
might never have prevailed. Had Geneva pre- 
served the primitive order of Church govern- 
ment, she might never have apostatized from 
the principles of her great founder. If the 
Church of England is to be saved peaceably 
and in an orderly manner now, it is her Bish- 
ops who under God must save her. Should ce- 
liverance come in from other quarters, we know 
not what consequences may follow.” 

Now a beautiful and striking commentary 
on this assumption is furnished by the present 
history of Puseyism, and by the recent ordina- 
tion of Mr. Carey! How well the Bishops are 
preserving the faith! The fact is that there is 
no church government so utterly inefficient as 
that of Episcopacy to fence out heresy. It has 
no adequate provision to guard against the nu- 
merous errors which swarm in this degenerate 


world, 


The Church Chronicle of New Haven, com- 
plains of a deficient support. The Bishop of 
the diocese has issued a circular in which he re- 
commends it to increased patronage on this 
ground among others, that the Editor has pro- 
mised to avoid all Puritan tendencies, 


Gioriryine Cuerist. — Our readers, no} 


doubt, felt much gratification, if they did not 
receive spiritual edification in perusing the speech 
of the truly venerable Dr. Malan of Geneva, in 
the General Assembly of the Free Church of 
Scotland, as published in our last number. We 
have re-perused it with increasing pleasure, and 
we direct attention to it again, in the hope that 
the spirit which pervades it may be richly im- 
parted to our readers. ‘The whole scene was 
one of touching interest, and the soul must be 
insensible indeed which does not thrill, in even 
reading the written description of it. This tried 
and steadfast friend of the Lord Jesus, who had, 
when all around him were slumbering in spiri- 
tual stupor, stood forth the champion of evan- 
gelical truth in apostate Geneva, and amidst 
the fiercest opposition had planted the standard 
of the gospel upon the ramparts whence it had 


been ruthlessly torn, is introduced to the As- 


sembly of kindred spirits, who were suffering in 
the same blessed cause; and curiosity is at once 
awakened to hear from his lips the sentiments 
which had been awakened in his mind by the 
surrounding scene. He stands forth with a head 
blanched by labours abundant, as well as by 
years ; and as the eyes of the venerable and the 
learned are rivetted upon him, he seems utterly 
to forget the usual forms of address on such 
occasions, He throws out no empty compli- 
ments; he uses no language of apology from 
the embarrassing and peculiar circumstances in 
which he is placed, but with thoughts absorbed 
in higher themes, he speaks like a patriarch to 
his children, and his utterance is that of a heart 
devoted to Christ, and overflowing with love to 
all his followers. ‘The Assembly were prose- 
cuting a great experiment; their minds were 
full of the details of the business they had come 
together to transact; they were perhaps elated at 
their prospects, when the voice of this venera- 
ble monitor was heard, pleading with them to 
remember that Christ was all and in all; that he 
was the glory of the Church, and that the one 
great object of the Church was to glorify its 
Master. May his words never be forgotten; 
“The Lord Jesus Christ must be glorified in 
the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland. If 


the Lord Jesus be not glorified in your Church,| 


your church will not be glorified in heaven.” 
The whole strain of the address is in this spi- 
rit. He was jealous for the Lord, and he was 
afraid that the glorious Master whom he him- 
self had so cheerfully loved and served, and for 
whom he had so cheerfully made many sacri- 
fices, should, for a moment, be forgotten amidst 
the press of necessary business. 

His solemn adiuonitions have been wafted 
across the Atlantic; they have been heard by 
at least a part of the Church in America, and 
our prayer is that they may prove impressive 
and awakening. We may suppose that this 
venerable servant of Christ has visited our 
shores, and that he stands up in the midst of 
our General Assembly, (would that it were re- 
ality and not fancy !) and that he addresses the 
representatives of our whole Church. ‘ Dear 
brethren in the Lord,” we may suppose he 
would say, “ consider that there is not one of 
you who does not profess his hope and expec- 
tation of being a member of the glorious assem- 
bly above. O take care that it be so in truth. 
See what is the word of our blessed Lord Jesus, 
whose name is so precious to his people, “ Iam 
glorified in them :” and surely the glory of the 
Lord consists in this, that his love is felt 
through the wholeof his Church, Ifyou love 
him supremely, you will serve him devotedly. 
As ministers of his word, and office bearers in 
his house, it must be your constant aim to glo- 
rify him. Suffer from me the word of exhor- 
tation. I am like Paul the aged, and as my 
ministry draws to its close, | would speak to 
those who are to hold up the standard of my 
Master when I am gone; and in all honesty] 
and godly sincerity I would say, see to it that 
in all you do, you have the honour of Christ in 
view. Court not the pre-eminence, and court 


‘not honour one from another. Spend not pre- 


We are bound faithfully to represent our| 


my mouth; if I prefer not Jerusalem above 


of the Presbyterian church of Florence, Alaba- 


_ profit. 


Thomas A Kempis. 


cious time in useless debates: the Lord aay »? - For the Presbyterian. ‘ernment”’ does pot perform this rite, because 


hand—and raise not questions to no profiting.) 


Swdy the peace of the Charch, and be willing 
to be esteemed as nothing, so that your Lord be 
honoured, When you come together, come to 
mingle your prayers at the throne of grace, and 
to unite your counsels for the welfare of Zion.| 
‘Take heed that ye give not the ark a wrong 
touch. Avoid dissensions, guard against self- 
seeking, and self-glorification. You need much 
humility and faith to guard that precious! 
Church, the body of Christ, whose welfare so 
much depends on your wisdom, your piety, 
your self devotion, Leave not the old ways 
to follow: the leadings of modernerror. Learn 
from Christ, and lean not on your own under- 
standings. The Church cannot be safe when 
its ministers are proud of their abilities, and de- 
spise others. Humility should be the prominent 
grace of the minister of Christ, for he has no- 
thing but what he has received, and he should 
be a man of prayer. In his private walks, in 
his worldly intercourse, in his family relations, 
as well as in his public services, he should ever 
bear itin mind to approve himself to Christ: 
Dear brethren, be steadfast, immovable, al- 
ways abounding inthe work of the Lord. Your 
time is short, eternity is at hand, be faithful 
unto death, and Christ shall give you a crown 
of life. Let Christ be all and in all to you. 
‘Him first, him last, him midst, and without 
end!’ May the Lord and his Spirit direct your 
hearts unto the love of God your Saviour,— 
Amen.” 
How much do we, who are ministers, need 
such exhortations! In preaching to others, 
we are apt to forget first to preach to ourselves. 
In cultivating the vineyards of others, we may 
neglect our own. We need deeper piety, a 
more self-sacrificing spirit, and instead of 
thrusting forward our own little selves, we should 
ever endeavour to hide ourselves behind our 
Master. How prosperous would be the Church 
if all its ministers were men of profound humil- 
ity, of devoted piety, whose tempers were kept 
in subjection to Christ ;—surely its peace would 
flow like a river. O Zion, may those who are 
entrusted with thy interests, be enabled truly to 
exclaim, ‘If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my 
right hand forget her cunning. If I do not re- 
member thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of 


my chief joy. Peace be within thy walls and 
prosperity within thy palaces.” 


Ecciesiasticat.—The Rev. Joseph Penny, 
D.D., was installed at Nyack, New York, on 
the 30th of November, by a Committee of the 
Presbytery of NewYork, as pastor of the Presby- 
terian church at that place. The sermon 
was preached by the Rev. Mr. Greenleaf, of 
Brooklyn; the Rev. Dr. Potts, of New York 
city, presided, and gave the charge to the pastor 
and people. 

On Wednesday evening November Ist, the 
Rev. D. M. Halliday was installed pastor of the 
Presbyterian Church at Peekskill, New York, 
by the Second Presbytery of New York. The 
Rev. Mr. Johnstone, of New York, presided, pro- 
posed the constitutional questions and gave the 
charge to the pastor; and the Rev. Mr. Ram- 
say, of West Farms, preached the sermon and 
gave the charge to the people. 


The Rev. Alexander Vancourt was installed 
by the Presbytery of North Alabama, pastor 


ma,on the 12th of November. The Rev. N. 
A. Penland presided, and preached the sermon; 
the Rev. Elijah Slack delivered the charge tv 
the pastor; and the Rev. J. O. Steadman the 
charge to the people. 

The Rev. Samuel Moody was on the 7th of 
November installed by a committee of the Pres- 
bytery of Richland, as pastor of the congrega- 
tions of Hopewell and Orange. Sermon by 
the Rev. F. A. Shearer, from 2 Cor. vii. 5; 
charges to the pastor and people by the Rev. 
James Robinson. 

Also on the 15th of November, by a commit- 
tee of the same Presbytery, the Rev. PF. A. 
Shearer was installed pastor of the United 
churches of Pleasant Hill, and Second church 
of Mansfield. Sermon by the Rev. C. Leav- 
enworth, from Eph. i. 22; charge to the pastor 
by the Rev. William Hughes ; and to the peo- 
ple by the Rev. Samuel Moody. 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Tur Bruisep Reep: a Memoir of the Rev. Henry 
Mowes, late pastor of Altenhausen and Ivenrode, 
Prussia. American Sunday School Union: 18ino. pp. 
139. 

This is a remarkable and thrilling narrative. ‘The 
subject of the memvir was a man of no ordinary charac- 
ter, This he displayed before his conversion to God, 
and still more strikingly in his ministerial life, and espe- 
cially amidst his severe and protracted sufferings, Huw 
strong was his faith, how ardent his love, how submis- 
sive and meek under the chastening rod! His mind was 
highly poetical, and this throws an unusual charm over 
all that fell from his lips or pen, We have read these 
memorials with deep interest, and we trust not without 


An Appress delivered before the Washington and Frank- 
lin Literary Societies of Lafayette College. By Wil- 
. liam A. Porter, A. M. 

The theme of the Address is the triumph of genius 
and labour over all opposing difficulties. Mr. Porter 
maintains that mind has always been most successfully 
cultivated under circumstances affurding the fewest op- 
portunities for improvement ; and if he does not prove the 
soundness of the principle in all its latitude of applica- 
tion, be most amply demonstrates that genius and study 
have overcome the most formidable obstacles. ‘The ad- 
dress is creditable to the talents of the author, and evin- 
ces a mind highly cultivated and richly stored. 


Tuk Suininc Licnr: a sermon in tribute to the memory} 
of Adrian Van Sinderen, Esq., late Ruling Elder in 
the First Presbyterian church, Brooklyn, New York, 
By the Rev. Melancthon W. Jacobus, pastor of the 
church. 

This is a just and well paid tribute to the memory of a 
good man, an active officer uf the church, and a devoted 
co-worker with Christ. His pastor draws his character| 
skilfully, and presents it as a pattern. 


Tue Protestant Rerormation, Causes and Influ 
ences, An Address delivered befure the Society ot 
Alumni of Hanover College. By the Rev. S, Ram- 
say Wilson. 

This is a vigorous performance. The author traces 
with just information the causes and effects of the Re- 
formatiun, aud ina style of mure than cummon energy. 


Picrortan Histrory.—No. 9, Vul. 2, of the Pictorial 
History of the Uuited States has been issued by EB. H. 
Butler. It is exceedingly neat. 


Charity suffereth long; it beareth the imper- 
fections of others with patience, waits for their 
amendment without impatience ; and begs it o! 
God without being weary.— Bishop Wilson. 

In judging others a man labours in vain, oftet. 
errs, and easily sins ; but in judging and look- 
ing into himself he always labours with fruit.— 


nation of Ministers, agreed upon by the Assem-| 


THE SYNOD OF PHILADRUPHIA.—No, 


Mr. Editor—I proceed now to the next 
subject of controversy started and prosecuted) 
by those who would innovate on our practices 
and subvert the “ fundamental principles” of 
Presbyterianism. In examining this question 
let us see | 

]. What is ordination? | 

“© Ordination is the solemn setting apart of a 
person to some public church office.” Form o 
Presbyterial Church government and of Ordt- 


bly of Divines at Wesimansier. Euition 1771, 
page 535. See Miller on Ruling Elders. p. 
277 of secend edition. ‘It is no part of the 
belief of Presbyterians that ordination imparts 
any direct influence, either physical or moral, 
to him who receives it. They have no idea 
that, ia this act, by a kind of opus operatum, 
according to the Romanists, an “indehble char- 
acter” is communicated. ‘They du not suppose} 
that any hallowed energy proceeds from the 
hands of the orduiners to him on whose head 
they lay them, in the act of imposition. But 
they regard it simply as that official act by 
which a man is pronounced, declared, and 
manifested to be actually put in possession of 
the office 10 WHICH HK HAS RBEN CHOSEN. 
It is, in one word, the actual induction iuto of- 
fice of one ELeCTED to fill it, The case is pre- 
cisely analogous to that of civil rulers. ‘The 
man who is appointed to the office of judge on 
a secular bench, has no real addition made, 
either to his intellect, his learning, or his moral 
excellence by taking the oath of office, and 
complying with those formalities which actual- 
ly introduce him to his official station. And 
yet, so important are these formalities, that his 
power lawfully to act as judge absolutely de- 
pends upon them. Before they take place, he 
is not really in office; and after they take 
place, he ts clothed with that plenary power, 
which qualifies him for the regular discharge 
of every official duty. And so of every other 
civil officer in the land. Thus itis in the church. 
Ordination is the essence of a lawful external 
call to ecclesiastical office. It is that act, be- 
fore which, the ecclesiastical officer is not pre- 
pared, regularly, to discharge a single function 
appropriated to the station to which he is ELEcr- 
ED; but after which, he is prepared for their re- 
gular and valid performance.” 

Il. Who ordain to the ministry? 

Calvin's Institutes, Book IV. Chap. III. 
sec. 16. “Finally it is to be remarked, that 
the imposition of hands was not the act of the 
whole multitude, but was confined To THE Pas- 
rors.” It is not certain whether this ceremony 
was, in all cases, perfurmed by more pastors 
than one, or whether it was ever the act of a 
single pastor.” 

Miller on Ruling Elders, 2d. ed. p. 276. 
‘If it be neither safe nor permitted for men to 
intrude into official stations uncalled ; and if an 
immediate investiture by the Master himsell/ 
be out of the question, we are driven to the} 
conclusion, that all regular and lawful intro- 
duction to office, must be through the medium 
of human ordainers, acting in the name ol 
Christ, and governing themselves by his de- 
clared will. 

“ Accordingly, while the Saviour himself, in 
the davs of his flesh, immediately invested 
with office the twelve Apostles, and all others 
whom he personally called and sent forth; no 
sooner had He ascended to heaven, than the 
practice of introducing to office by the instru- 
mentality of men began; and, so far as we are 
informed, was uniformly continued. Then THE 
MINIsTERS of Christ began to act upon the 
principle afterwards so explicitly communicated 
to Timothy, and enjoined upon him:—‘ That 
which thou hast heard of me, among many 
witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful 
men, who shall be able to teach others also.’ 
Here we are plainly taught that men are not 
to seize upon the sacred office themselves. It 
is to be ‘committed to them; and that not by 
every one; BUT BY THOSE ONLY WHO HAVE 
REGULARLY RECEIVED IT THEMSELVES.” 

These authorities are clear to the point that 
Ruling Elders are not to ordain to the ** Gospel 
ministry ;” and I purpose to give yet more 
before I shall have done. They are not “ pas- 
tors;” they have not * received” that office; and 
they canaot induct others. 

Il!. What says our book ? 

Form of Government, Chap. V. Of Ruling 
Elders. ‘Ruling Elders are properly the re- 
presentatives of the people, chosen by them for 
the purpose of exercising GOVERNMENT AND 
DISCIPLINE, in conjunction with pastors or 
ministers.” Here we have a definition of the 
nature of their office. I[t is for government 
and discipline ;” and nothing acts on their rights 
in a way “most injurious in its practical tea 
dency,” that does not infringe on the functions 
of their office so clearly pointed out by the 
formal definition of our book, treating express- 
ly on the subject. 

Let us now take a case of frequent occur- 
rence, out of the church, for illustration. ‘The 
*‘ people” in Pennsylvania elect A. to th» office 
of governor. ‘This is a designation to that sta- 
tion by the “ruling” power. But the “ peo- 
ple” do not induct him into office. This is 
done by the ceremony of inauguration performed 
by some ministerial officer—I use the word in 
its enlarged sense—in the mode and at the time 
und place appointed. I am not able to see any 
thing ‘*imost injurious in the practical tendency” 
of this process, or any thing that infringes on 
the sovereignty of the * ruling” power in the 
least degree. 

Take next a case, in the church, namely 
that of baptism. Directory for Worship, Ch. 
LX. Sec. 2. ** The officers of the church are 
the judges of the qualifications of those to be 
admitted to sealing ordinances.” This adjudi- 
cation pertains to “ruling” or “ government.” 
The * officers” pass affirmatively on the “ qua- 
lifications” of B. and he is to be inducted by 
baptism into the Church of Christ. The * gov- 


* See Form of Government Chap. IV. ‘‘ Of Bishops 
or Pastors. ‘The pastoral office is the firstin the 
church, both for dignity and usefulness. ‘The person 
whofills this office, hath in Scripture attained different 
names expressive of his various duties. Ax he has 
the oversight of the flock of Christ, he is termed 
bishop. Ashe feeds them with spiritual food, he ix 
termed pastor, &c.” 

t I think it may be laid down as a proposition 
having no exceptions that rites of this kind are not per- 
formed by the * ruling’”’ power, as such. ‘They are 
not, by the monarchs of Europe, by the** sovereign” 
people here in person, nor by the * governors” whom 
they elect to “rule.”” ‘The individual performing it 
is designated, itis true, by the * ruling power,”’ but 
yet he is only a ministerial officer, not properly ex- 
ecutive, legislative or judicial. . , 

Reference to civil government will give us, how- 
ever, but an imperfect illustration. ‘The ministers 
of Jesus do not derive their power to perform riles 
from any stracture of church government. The right 
to baptize and to ordain to the ministry was prior 
to church gevernment, and in faet ealled it, and now, 
in heathen lands, calls it into being. ‘These acts 
are ** ministerial” rites—take the word in any sense| 
you choose—in subordination to the Head of the 
Church. The selection of proper objec's for their ex- 
ercise, or of fit subjecis for baptism and ordination| 
to the ministry, may properly become a matter of 
yvovernment or church court action, and wmioisters 
are bound, as part of the guvernment, to act in accor-| 
dance with the provisions of the constitution, No 
consentable arrangement, however, could transfer to 
the laity or the /ay “ representatives” of the laity, 
the rights that Gop has devo'ved on this ministry. 
If we begin to innovate in this matter we may ex- 

t.to see laymen install and induct into the church} 
y baptism, as wel) as induct into the ministry by 
ordination, and thus an identity of tle two * sorts”’ 
of officers will be effected: the ** lay” ** representa-| 
tives” will * practically” become ministers, the 
safeguards as to the learning and orthodoxy of the 
ministry will be “ practically” “sabverted,”’ and the 
laity will be ** practically” kept from al! ni 
tion in “ruling.” 


~rites or ceremogies of induction are not per- 


formed by “ government,” as such; and also, 


because that (ydction»belongs to the ministry 


by the express appointment of the Head of the 
Church. It is, we believe, an inalienable right, 
appertaining to ministers, and to be taken from 
them by deprivation of office only. God has 
conferred it on his ministry ,of reconciliation. 
He has sanctioned Church government too. 
The just exercise of the sacerdotal function 
may properly become a matter of judgment 
with others, but the Word of God and our 
book are both very clear that afler determina- 
tion by the “ government,” the ministry only 
can perform the rite. 
We have thes seen how it is in relation to 
the execution of a rite determined on by the 
Church session. Let us see how the matter 
stands. in Presbytery on a similar point. 
brings us to consider the nature and origin of 
a successioa of church courts. . Form of Gov. 
Chap. X. ** Of the Presbytery. Sec. 1. “The 


church being divided into many separate con- . 


gregations, these need mutual counsel. and as- 
sistance, IN ORDER TO PRESERVE SOUNDNESS 
OF DOCTRINE, AND REGULARITY OF DISCIPLINE, 
and to enler into common measures for promot. 
ing knowledge und religion, and for prevent- 


ing infidelity, error, and immorality. Hencr. 
arise the importance aod usefulness of presby-— 


terial und synodical assemblies.”” Here we 
hnve a formal definition of church courts. 
They are established for the same purpose that 
elders are chosen, * for the purpose of exer- 
cising government and discipline,” or “in ord. r 
to preserve soundness of doctrine, and regular- 
ity of discipline.” In neither case is the pecu- 
liar function of the gospel ministry encroached 
on. ‘The Church session “governs” one con- 
gregation and determines on proper subjects 
lor baptism, but it does not baptize. ‘The 
Presbytery governs” many congregations 
and determines on the fitness of candidates 
for ordination, but As A CourRT or part of “gGov- 
ERNMENT” jt does not ordain or induct into 
office. Ruling Elders certainly come into Pres. 
bytery as into a court, or part of “ govern- 
ment.” The definition of their powers or office 
proves it. ‘They are chosen “ for the purpose 
of exercising government and discipline,” and 
they come for this purpose into the Presbytery 
which is a court “to preserve soundness of 
doctrine and regularity of discipline.” This 
function, “ government” performs by exumina- 
tion of the candidate. When his reception is 
decided on, a resolution is passed to ordain the 
candidate.* This decree of the Presbytery in 
its function of “ ruling,” is carried into effect, 
by the ministerial rite of ordination, and any 
‘‘ three ministers” are a quorum for this pur- 
pose. The act is, however, done by Presby- 
tery, by the very same Presbytery who exam- 
ined and who voted to ordain. 


is not therelore needful to suppose that the rite 
is performed by the ministers as a committee 
for and in the name of Presbytery, as Was for- 


merly done in ordination, and as is now done in 


installation, though this view might well be 
sustained. “ Qui facit per alium facit per se.” 


He who does by another does by himself. We 


believe the rite is done in contemplation of law, 
by the Presbytery, the very Presbytery itself, 
and that Ruling Elders do not join in it, (1) 
because a quorum can be had for this purpose 
without them ; (2) because God did not **com- 
mit” this function of induction into the minis~ 


try to Ruling Elders; (3) because “the people”. 


of whom they are “the representatives” did 


not elect them to this function, but ‘chose them 
“for the purpose of exercising government and | 


discipline,” (4) because the stream cannot rise 
higher than its source, and if “ the people” can 
in no way rightfully ordain, neither can they 
commit the power to their “ representatives ;” 
(5) because our safety is in standing on the 
basis of our constitution by preserving all its 
checks and balances inviolate ; (6) because the 
uniling by the “ lay” “ representatives of the 
people” in the functions of the clerical office 
tends to subvert the distinction between the 
‘‘two sorts” of officers, to make all of them 
** ecclesiastical” and thus to deprive the “ peo- 
ple’’ of their “lay” representation; and (7) be- 
cause Ruling Elders cannot without absurdity 
take by the “right hand” a candidate just in- 
ducted, or in process of induction “ to. the holy 
office of the Gospel ministry” and say as is re- 
quired by our book, * We give you the right 
hand of fellowship to take part of THIS MINIS- 
W. M. H. 


TRY WITH US.” 


* To prove that ministers of our day are far from 
encroaching or desiring to encroach, it may be pro- 
per to observe that not only the ordination or induc- 
tion was done by ministers—as it ought always to be 
done, being a ministerial rite—but also the tria/s of 
the candidate were Pre we had before them also. 
See Records of the ytertan Church, pp. 7, 30, 33, 
note, 36, 37, 42, 44. ‘This should not forgotten. 
It shows how grossly unjust is the attempt to excite 
a prejudice agaiust the ministry now, as attempting 
to establish * an aristocratical hierarchy.”? The 
* ruling” elders -have every right, and the utmost 
power they are entiiled to, onthe above view. They 
cannot go further. by performing ministerial rites, 
but on principles of Congregationalisin, or Indepen- 
cy, and this I will show. It is passing strange 
that this clamour should be raised against those who 
maintain the * fundamental principles” of Presbyte- 
rianism. 


For the Presbyterian. 


PRESBYTERY OF DONEGAL. 


Mr. Editor—You are respectfully requested 
to insert in the Presbyterian the following ap- 


pointments, made by the Presbytery of Don-— 


eval at its autumnal meeting—also the accom- 
panying resulution in relation to the Board of 
Education. By order of Presbytery. 
M. Boees, Clerk protem. 
Supplies at Elizabeth Furnace. 
December, Fifth Sabbath, Mr. McCarter. 


January, Fourth do. Mr. Nevin. 
February, do. do. Mr. Boggs. 
March, do. do. Mr. Duniap. 


Supplies at Martie. 
December, Second Sabbath, Mr. Bayless. 


December, Fifth do. Mr. Boggs. 
January, Third do. Mr. McNair. 
February, Second do. Me. Rutter. 
March, First do. Mr. McCarter. 
Do. Fourth. do. Mr. Bayless. 
April, Second do. Mr. Rutter. 


Whereas the Board of Education is an im- 
portant instrumentality of the Presbyterian 
Church io the great work of sending the gospel 
to the destitute in our own cc untry and heathen 
lands, and of promoting the conversion of the 
world, and whereas this Board is worthy of the 
confidence and liberal support of all our church- 
es: Therefore, 

Resolved, ‘That the pastors of those churches. 
in our bounds which have not contributed in 
aid of the Education cause during the past year, 
be earnestly requested to preseut this cause to 
‘their respective congregations, und take up col- 
lections in its behalf. 


APPREHENDED DEATH AN ENGLISH MIS- 
SIONARY. 


Accounts received in England from Madras, 
almost: inevitably lead to the conclusion that 
the Rev. John Smith, Missionary of the Lon- 
don Society at Madras, has met bis death by 
shipwreck. Mr. Smith left Madras, in March 
last, for Vizagapatam, to assist in the ordina- 
lion of two assistant missionaries, and to see to 
the working of the mission there. He was 
accompanied by the Rev. Miron Winslow, Mis- 
sionary of the American Board at Madras; but 
Mr. Winslow speedily returned, in consequence 
of the sickness of his wife, of whose death in. 
telligence has just been received in this coun- 
try. Mr. Smith, on account of his health, un- 
dertook to return to Madras. by sea, and left 
Vizagapatam in April. Up to the 15th of 
August no intelligence had been received at 


This. 


“ Three min. 
isters,” as we have seen, ure a quorum, and it 
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Synod on the churches to procure the publica- 


sealous advocate of ‘the ‘gospel, a 
wart-Rearled: [riend,.and..a pleasant leliow- 


REV. -GROROR- MARSHALL. 


The. Presbytery. of Ohio convened on ‘Sues- 


‘On Friday evening ; to meetin Pits} 
burg on fast.’ “Phe Presbytery unan- 
"Mr. “Marshall of the crime 
chatged against him, for. which be was tried in, 
the. civil coust....A-very.full report ‘of the rea- | 
sonsiof their decision “has been prepared by a 
committee Of the Ptesbyiery and will be -laid 
before the public in our next paper. While 


we write, the Presbytery is in session, and will} 


receive ahd act upon the report to-morrow, but 
not in time for this Nomber of the Advo- 
cate. Several important items cf leatimony 


nat before the civil tribanal, were brought be- 


fore the ecclesinsticat® court: new: testi- | Rev. E. O. Martin as his alternate, be appoint- 


mony important in several particulars, and | 
will servein connection with the other evidence 
to"bring the’minds of the coinmuniry at large,| 
if We mistake not, to the clear conviction, that 
Mr: Marshall is innocent of ‘the crime laid to 
his Advocate. 


INTBLLAGENCE. 


Parssvresy or Haswony.—This Presbyte-| 
ry pledged themselves to take twenty copies.of} 


the whole’ Minutes’ of Assembly if published, | 
Resolutions relating to the quorum ‘and EI- 
der questions. were laid before Presbytery, and. 


next 


The very remarkable and elaborate Letter- 
written bya committee of Presbytery, publish, 
ed'some time since in the Charleston Observer, 
and prepared to be sent ro'the Rev, J.’L: Wil- 
son, a Foreign missionary, was rejected by 
Presbytery. The Presbytery, howc ver, adopt-}- 
ed'the following resolutions: 

it-is-clearly the opinion of this Pres- 
bytery that the General Assembly is empower- 
ed by. the constitution. of our Church to conduct 
the work of Foreign’ missions, whilst at the 
samé time the Consfitution does not deny. to 
Synods and ‘Presbyteries the same power, nor | 
forbid: them’ to’engage in the same work, 

“2. Thai whilst the. Presbytery. believe that. it 
is both constitutional and expedient for the Gen- 
eral Assembly to take oversight and manage- 
ment of the work of Foreign. Missions, yet they 
are convinced that there ate many irregularities 
and improprieties in the present mode, in which}. 
this work is conducted, which ought to be cor- 
rected as:sodom as possible: = = 

3. That - be appointed a committee to} 
a. memorial to be submitted to this: 
rest ytery; at its next regular meeting, to be 

approved by them, and to be put into the hands |, 
of our commissioner to the next Assembly, and 
to be presented to thal body, which memorial 
shall embrace an enumeration of the irregula- 
rities and improprieties which this Presbytery 
believe 'to’exist in the plan of conducting For- 
eign Missions, and praying that the Assembly 
take immediate steps to correct these abuses. 

The. Presbytery also adopted a paper con- 
taining various reasons why the Synod of South 
Carolina and Georgia should be divided by the 

Synop or AtaBama.—The committee on the 
minutes of the General Assembly report to 
Synod the following items as claiming their 
attention. 

I. The Sanctification of the Sabbath. Page 

174. 
‘Resolved, That the action of the Assembly 
on this subject meets with the cordial approba- 
tion of this Synod, and that each minister and 
licentiate within our bounds be required to 
preach.on the subject before the nex! sessions 
of Synod, as enjoined by the Assembly, 

Il. The subject of Parsonages. Page 193. 

Resolved, That the Synod highly approve 
of the. resolutions of the Assembly on this 
subject, and enjoin the Presbyteries to ensure 
its being fully presented to the atiention of the 
churches. 

The subject of the requisition of the last 


— 


tions of the General Assembly’s Board, and 
form Congregational Libraries, was taken up, 
and the roll was called for reports from the 
members present. It appearing that there had 
been but a partial compliance with the injunc- 
tion, the following resolution was adopted. 

Resolved, .That the injunction of Synod, 
(page 82 and 83;) respecting the formation of 
Congregational Libraries, be continued ; and 
that its requisitions be regarded as attaching to 
ministers and churches who have not yet given 
the necessary attention to the subject, and that 
they report their action to the next sessions of 
Synod. 

Rev. T. S. Witherspoon, from the committee 
appointed by last Synod to negotiate and raise 
funds for the purchase of the slave Ellis, made 
the following report, which was received. 

The undersigned, one of the committee ap- 
pointed atthe last session of the Synod to ne- 
gotiate'the purchase of a slave numed Ellis,| 
and his family, with a view of their being sent 
by the Assembly’s Board of Foreign Missions, 
as~Missionaries to Africa, would beg leave to 
present the following report.—At as early a 
day as practicable afier the rising of the Synod, 
Messrs. Bradshaw, ‘Thompson, and myself, 
had an intervfew with Mr. Criswell, the owner 
of said slaves,.and negotiated the purchase o 
them at the price of ‘$2500—said Criswell 
promising to make titles as soon as the money 
was paid; and in order to make the said slaves/ 
sure to the Synod, he pledges us his word that 
he would execute a codicil to his will, binding) 
his executors, in case the title was not made 
before his death, to perfect titles as soon as the 
money..was paid. The committee took the 
earliest opportunity to inform the Presbyterics 
of this negotiation, and requested them to take 
order upon the subject and remit,—the Presby- 
tery of Tuscaloosa to Rev. F, Bradshaw, and 
the Presbyteries of South and East Alabama to 
me, From the Presbytery of East Alabama, 
I have received ‘thirty-seven dollars sixty-two 
and a half cents, raised by the Montgomery 
Church: From South Atubama, have re- 
ceived from Governor Street Church, Mobile, 
one hundred.and fifty dollars, and the Church 
of Greensbotorgh has made its ‘collection, 
which is in the hands of the deacons; the 
amount | do net know. No’ other churches 
have reported to me. My health failing, and 
it being: necessary for me to travel, 1 huve 
been absent from the bounds of the Synod all 
the summer, and can now make no. more spe- 
cific wrote to Rev. F. Bradshaw and 
Mr. Thornpson, informing them of my situation, 
and requesting them to. forward the matter. 
What.they have done, | am not informed. 
Respectfully submitted, 
following resolution was adopted: 
Resolved, That it be the duty of each 
ister to: present to his charge the subject of the 
purchase of the servant Ellis, with as little. de- 
jay; after the rising of Synod, as possible; and 
that the amount'so raised be forwarded to Rev. 
T’, Witherspoon, Greensborough, or Rev. F. 

It was stated that the Rev. F. Bradshaw, 


lati-| bundred.and forty-four, dollars. ten ceals, and 
that 
fort 


“fof Synod, and embrace all its proceedin 
ib The Synod having heard that the Preshytery 


B. Carter be his aliernate. 


| falling from Grace. 


| Churches; and that they have altered the di- 
the"consideration thereof deferred until their 


_Allenton,. Burnt Corn, and Claiborne, to the 


adopt some regular and systematic plan to 


that @ committee of three be appointed, whose 


think proper. 


ing of Presbytery. 


each minister; licentiate, and church session in 


‘from the commitice. appointed at. the last mect 
ing of Synod on that subject, had coliected o 


| more, bad been subscribed, 

purchase, af the slave Elliaand bis fame 

_ ly, which sietement,.on, motion, was recvived 

od ordered to be entered on the minuiecs as a 
rt of the report.on that subject. _ 


The foregoing extracts are published by order 


‘of South Alabama have appointed Mr. Edward 
R, Wiiey, Agent for. the distribution of the 


bonks of the Assenibly’s Board, of Publication, | 


‘do most cordially secommend, Wiley to 


the kind attention of her members, and ask for| 


him that co-operation which the importance of 
the work demands. ~ | | 
The following :resolutions were adopted : 

Resolved,; That the Rey, Wm. ‘T. Ham- 
ilton, D.D., who, was appointed to preach at the 
‘present meeting of Synod, on the “ Errors.of 
Popery,” be requested to preach on the same 
subject al the next meeting, and that the Rev. 


2. Resolved, ‘hat the. Rev. D. Finly and 


ed to preach at the next meeting of Synod on 
the Republicanism of the Presbyterian Form 
of Government. 
3. Resolved, That Rev. J. L. Kirkpatrick, 
the Moderator of Synod, be requested to open 
its next session by a sermon onthe dangerous 
and demoralizing tendency of the doctrine of 


The. following report was ordered to be for- 
warded tw the next General Assembly. 

‘The Synod of Alabama report to the Gene- 
ral Assembly, that they vonsist of three Pres- 
byteries, viz., South Alabama, Tuscaloosa, 
and East Alabama ; thirty-nine Bishops, seven 
Licenti tes, six Candidates, and seventy-four 


viding line between the Presbyteries of South 
and East Alabama, transferring the churches of 


‘Presbytery. of South Alabama. 
Its next sessions will be in | 

Thursday before the fourth Sabbath in October, 

1844. . Ropert Natt, Stated Clerk. 


Pressyrery or Norta Atasama.—The 
comitnittée' on the Minutes of the General As- 
sembly ‘made the following report, which was 
accepted and adopted, viz: | 

1.' Resolved, That this Presbytery agree ‘to 


bring @nder their care and supervision pious 
young men withia their bounds who may have 
the ministry in view, and to provide for their 
support when necessary. Resolved further, 


duty it shall be to carry out the intent of the' 
above resolution during the adjournments ol 
Presbytery, and report semi-annually. Messrs. 
Penland, Slack, and Mailler were appointed 
a committee to carry out the above plan. 

2. Resolved, That while this Presbytery re- 
cognize the importance of the various Boards 
of the General Assembly, they leave it to the 
pastors and church sessions to take such order 
in regard to the agents of the Boards, as they 


3. Resolved, ‘That each minister of Presby- 
tery be requested to preach, agreeably to the 
recommendation of the General Assembly, on 
the origin and formation of our Catechisms and 
Confession of Faith, by the next regular meet- 


4. Resolved, That it be recommended to 


our bounds to subscribe for the whole minutes 
of the General Assembly now proposed to be 
published, and the Stated Clerk be directed to 
furward the subscription to the editor of the 
Board of Publication. . 


PresspyTery oF West Hanover.— Resolved, 
That the recommendation of the General As- 
seinbly in relation to parsonages, be recorded 
on our Minutes, and be sent down to the church- 
es under our care, with our earnest recommen- 
dation, that, as far as practicable, they comply 
therewith. 3 

The following is the recommendation of the 
Assembly to which there is reference in the 
above resolution, viz: 

‘For the purpose of facilitating the settle- 
ment and support of pastors, and to guard more 
effectually against the temptation, or almost 
absolute necessity, as in some cases seems 
to exist, for ministers to involve themselves 
to the injury of their usefulness, in procuring 
accommodations for themselves and families, 

1. Resolved, That it be earnestly recom- 
mended to our churches, wherever it is ex- 
pedient and practicable, to provide suitable 
parsonages for the accommodation of their pas- 
tors. 

2. Resolved, That great care be taken to 
have these parsonages so guarded by legal ar- 
rangments, as most effectually to prevent con- 
troversy, and to secure their perpetual enjoy- 
ment by the churches providing them, for the 
continued support of the Gospel through com- 
ing generations. 

The Committee of Supplies submitted the fol- 
lowing report, which was accepted and adopt- 
ed, viz: That Brother Penland supply one 
Sabbath at Courtland and administer the sacra- 
ment, and preach once at Mallard’s Creek; bro- 
ther Perkins two Sabbaths at Courtland, one Sab- 
bath at Mallard’s Creek, and when at Courtland 
to preach at Mallard’s Creek on Saturday ; bro- 
ther Stedman one Sabbath at Courtland to as- 
sist Brother Penland at a sacramental meeting, 
and one Sabbath at Mallard’s Creek; Brother 
Vancourt one Sabbath at Rogersville to admin. 
ister the sacrament, one Sabbath at Courtland, 
and to preach once at Mallard’s Creek, and bro- 
ther Slack one Sabbath at Courtland, one at 
Rogersville to assist brother Vancourt at a 
sacramental season, and every fourth Sabbath 
at Bethel Green, and at Leighton when conve- 
nient. .The committee beg leave also to call 
the attention of the Presbytery to our feeble} 
condition as it respects numbers. In conse- 
quence, it becomes physically impossible to 
meet the demands of the vacant churches ; they 
therefore, respectfully recommend the propriety 
of applying to the Domestic Board for one effi- 
cient missionary, and requesting the Board to 
make up the deficiency of the churches for his 
support—the missionary to labour in the vacant 
churches within our bounds, and in such other 
places as in the providence of God it may seem 
to be expedient. , 

The committee on the Education of Young 
Men for the Ministry, reported the following 
recommendation, which was accepted and adopt- 
ed, viz: -That it be enjoined on the pastors and 
supplies to take some efficient measures be- 
tween this and the next meeting of Presbytery, 
to raise funds for the object contemplated in 
their appointment, and that these funds be 

aced in the hands of the committee to be dis- 
posed of as they may deem most expedient and 

roper. 
: 3. Resolved, That it be recommended to pas- 
tors and sessions to take such order on this sub- 
ject. as in their wisdom shall appear expedient. 

Resolved, That the subject of depositories of 
the Books of the Board of Publication, be com- 
mitted to a committee, who shall report some} 
plan of operation for this Presbytery at its next 
stated meeting. 

_ Messrs. Graham, Wilson, and Osborne, were. 
appointed this committee. 


he committees appointed to visit Wileysburg, 


Gainesville, on | 


_ ciety,”’-a statement.of the condition, necessit 
,and: prospects of the-colony on 

Coast’of Africa, it was on motion, 
, Resolved, That it be recommended to all th 


pasiors of this. Presbytery, to take up during: 


in aid of the 
Resolved, That it be, and it is hereby enjoin- 
éd on all the churches under the care of this 


gs of} Presbytery, to defray the necessary expenses 


of their respective ministers and elders, incurred 
. Presbytery and Synod. 


FOREIGN ITEMS. 
Cory oF THE PRESBYTERIAN 
‘Soremn Leacur anp Covenant.— Perhaps the 
most interesting of all the historical objects in the 
Museum of Antiquities of the Leeds Exhibition 
now exhibiting, is “The Solemn League and 


document, which remains as a memento of one 
of the greatest and most important events con- 
nected with the’Reformed Church of Scotland. 
The above valuable document, for which four 
hundred guineas have been refused, is the pro- 
perty of Mrs. Brown of Glasgow.—Newcas- 
tle Advertiser. 
Tothe Editor-of the London Record—Sir— 
Archbishop Laud, thoroughly versed both in 
Ttalian and Hibernian Popery, well knew the 
artifices by which it beguiled, and the terrors 
by which it subdued, the minds of many; he 
was particularly skillful in the use of artifces, 
for whilst he closed one door that was too open, 
he contrived another for the admission of the 
same Papistical Articles in an occult and 
furtive shape. You know, sir, that together 
with tracts we have had new catechisms, poe- 
try, novels, pictures, architecture, S&c., 80 the 
Editor of the British Critic may retire awhile 
behind the scenes; but the drama will go on, 
and perhaps with new scenery, music, and de- 
corations, to allure the curions and the sensitive 
by cunning wiles, and to alarm the serious by 
a too successful appeal to the timid and the ig- 
norant. Depend upon it, sir, that there is no 
small number of Laudean managers; a few on 
the Bench, and a few more in the Universities, 


}and throughout many of the parishes in the 


land. 


TRACTARIAN aT OxForD.— 
: (From a Correspondent.)— Oxford, October 
27.—The prosecution of the Vice-chancellor 
by the Tractarian party for the (alleged) irre- 
ularity in conferring the honorary degree of 
D.C.L: on the American Minister in July last, 
is at length abandoned- An attempt by legal 
process to recover the decision in Dr, Pusey’s 
case is still under consideration. The Rev. 
Mr. Bloxam, of Magdalen College, the reputed 
introducer of Mr. Sibthorp and Mr. Smith at 
Oscott, is a candidate for the degree of Bache- 
lor in Divinity on Thursday next. It is hoped 
that a suitable attendance of Protestant mem- 
bers of Convocation will take place, when it is 
remembered that the Tractarian party are only 
biding their time to displace the present Marga- 
ret Professor (who is re-elected every two years 
by the graduates in Divinity,) from his office. 
Every nerve is being strained by the Anti-Pro- 
testant faction to prevent the appointment of the 
Vice-chancellor to the vacant See of Lichfield. 
Mr. Gladstone’s influence is loudly boasted of. 


Mrs. Fry.—(From a clerical correspondent.) 
We regret to state, that this distinguished lady 
is suffering under very severe illness. A visit 
which she paid to Denmark and Prussia a few 
years since, elicted the symptoms of her state 
of health, and since that time she has been more 
or less unwell. Few persons have perhaps 
been called to more extended and incessant la- 
bours, and her medical men consider that over- 
work, both mental and bodily, through a long 
series of years, has been the originating cause 
of her bodily ailments. In her sickness, we 
understand that she clings to the sympathy of 
| her Christian friends, and above all, desires the 
support of their prayers. In the midst of her 
deep sufferings, her benevolent disposition mani- 
fests itself. She has dictated a letter, and sent 
a copy of the Bible to a lady, newly married, 
—desiring to bear the testimony of one so 
afflicted to the value of that blessed book. 
Whether this illness be for her end or not, she 
illustrates in it the brightest example of patience, 
submission, faith, and hope. ‘The Holy Spirit 
appears to dwell in his choicest influences on 
her heart, and her chicf desire is for an increase 
of this influence, that she may rest more sim- 
ply on the righteousness of her Saviour, and 
carry on the fight, in full assurance of faith, 
and finally obtain a crown of glory. 


REASONS FOR RESIGNING A RECTORSUIP. 


A clersyman of the English Established 
Church, Rev. George Bird, recently resigned 
the rectory of Cumberworth, and has published 
his reasons therefore, in a pamphlet entitled 
‘‘ Promiscuous worship no duty buta sin.” We 
find in a late English paper a notice of this 
pamphlet. | 

The fundamental reason assigned by Mr. 
Bird, for leaving the Establishment is, a con- 
viction that divine worship ought not to be 
public, but exclusively confined to members of 
the Church of Christ. He states some curious 
facts in support of his opposition to * promiscu- 
ous worship.” One of his church wardens, 
he says, was an habitual drunkard, nor was 
this the worst of his immoralities. He had even 
attempted to stab his own son. Yet he was a 
regular communicant. ‘The congregation, too, 
Mr. B. complains, were many of them of a 
scandalous character, and yet he was expecicd 
to unile in prayer and singing with them. Some 
could not conduct themselves decently during 
divine service; and the rector had not only oc- 
casion sometimes to threaten before service, to 
bring a part of them before a magistrate for 
swearing within the church-yard gates, but to 
interrupt the service, in order to rebuke and 
get those turned out who were laughing, eating 
apples, &c. There were two reputed infidels, 
anda noted drunkard amongst those who sat 
in the organ-loft to lead the singing. Almost 
all of them were in the habit of singing in the 
public-houses. Jn cases of baptism, the parish- 
joners came, for the most part with a scarcely 
suppressed grin on their countenances. 
No wonder a minister should be troubled 
and tried under such circumstances. Mr. Bird 
came to the conclusion that he had only one 
alternative, to root out these scandals or resign 
his charge. He attempted a reform by refusing 
to take part in the promiscuous service of sing- 
ing, praying, burial, &c. But this course crea- 
ted a perfect uproar, A great part of the par- 
_ish “some smoking, some swearing,” assaulted 
him, in a body, and prevented his going into the 
chapel to preach, and were only restrained from 
violence by the legal authorities. The Bishop 
would give the poor rector no support, but even 
threatened to proceed against him; and so he 
resigned a charge which he concluded must be 
‘* offensive to the Almighty.”— Boston Record. 


‘THE REGENERATE AND UNREGENERATE MAN. 


This then is the difference which God’s word 
teacheth us to put betwixt a regenerate and an 
unregenerate man. _ The one is alive unto God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, and so is en- 
abled to yield himself unto God, as one who is 
alive from the dead, and his members as instru- 


Lacy-Hoge, Boydton, Maysville, South Plains, 
anid Bethel, severally reported, that they ha 
performed the duties assigned'them. 
Resolved, That Mr Knight be now heard in 
relation to the claims of the Colonization So- 


ie having heard from Mr. Koigh: 
the Agent of “ the American Colonization So 


ments of righteousness unto God; having his 
fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life. 
‘The other isa mere stranger from the life of 
God, dead in trespasses and sins; and so no 
more able to lead a holy life acceptable unto 
God, than a dead man. is to perform the actions 
of him which is alive.—Archbishop Usher’s 
Amsvwer to a Jesuit. 


the year, in their several churches, collections} 


in yoing to, and returning from the meetings of} 


Covenant” of the Scottish,Chureh—an original) 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


the Twenty-eighth Congress convesed at the Capi- 

tol, at Washington, on Monday 4th inet. 
Senate.—The Senate was called to order at 12 

o’clock by the President, Mr. Mangum of North 


Hampshire, Vermont, North Carolina, Georgia, 
Tennessee, Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri, were 
duly qualified and took their seats. The ‘usual re- 
solutions ineident to the opening of the body were 
passed—such as informing the other house that 4 
quorum had been formed, arranging the daily hour 
of meeting, the allowance of papers to each Senator, 
&c. after which it adjourned. 

Hovse.—The House also met at twelve o’clock,} 
and proceeded to call the roll, and when the Clerk 
reached New Hampshire, Mr. Campbell of South 
Carolina, rese and desired to present a paper to the 
House, but he was overruled, the House not deeming 
it expedient to receive it, or rather to allow it to be 
read, and the rol! was finished. 

Mr. Barnard, of New York, also rose to protest 
against the organization of the House by aid of those 
members representing States that had not complied 
with the law to district the same. He was not al- 
lowed to read the paper, however. 

The House then went into the election for Speak- 
er viva voce—whole number of votes given 188, of 
which number John W. Jones received 128, and 
was duly elected. He was conducted to the chair 
by the venerable John Q. Adams and Col. Coles, 
and returned his thanks to the House. The House 
was then organized, the members were sworn in, 
and a resolution adopted to appoint a committee to 
wait on the President and inform him they were 
ready to receive any communication he might be 
pleased to make. A debate then ensued on the 
adoption of the rules of the last Congress. , 

All the Members elected to the House from the 
States of New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island, Connecticut, Vermont, New York, New 
Jersey, Delaware, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, 
and Arkansas, with the Delegate from each of the 
territcries, were present at the first roll-call, with 
all from Pennsylvania but Andrew Stewart; all 
from Virginia but Geo. W. Summers; all from 
Maine but one; all from Kentucky but Henry 
Grider; all from North Carolina; all from Lovisi-| 
ana but John B. Dawson; all from South Carolina 
but Artemas Burt. ‘Tennessee lacked David W. 
Dickinson and John H. Peyton; Michigan, Lucius 
Lyon; Georgia, Alex. H. Stevens, (who is sick in 
Washington) ; from Alabama all but Reuben Chap- 
man. From Mississippi only Jacob ‘Thompson ap- 
peared; Maryland has not chosen yet. 


Prices oF Frour anp Grain.—The following 
were the prices of Flour, Wheat, Corn, and Oats,} 
at the several points named at the latest dates re- 
ceived : 


| Flour. | Wh't. | Corn. | Oats. 
Philadelphia, $4 93 | 42 27. 
New York, 4 624] 103 | 55 31 
Buffalo, 3 624 | 76 32 19 
Cleveland, 3 50 68 
Wilmington, Del., | 4 374] 85 50 20 
Richmond, Va., 4 25 90 43 28 
Cincinnati, 3 57 70 25 17 
Trenton, N. J., —_ 92 50 27 
St. Louis, : 3 75 63 22 17 
Baltimore, 425 | 100 40 24 
Mobile, 5 — 56 42 
Albany, 4 69 | 102 50 27 
Alexandria, D. C., | 4 92 47 32 
Lafayette, Ind., — 57 25 15 
Maumee City, 4 70 25 25 
Boston, 4624; — 56 33 
New Orleans, 4 123 | 75 40 25 
Pittsburgh, 3 50 624 373 19 
Louisville, 3°75 63 20 124 
Hagerstown, 4 75 | 23 22 
Georgetown, 4 25 85 47 32 
Zanesville, Ohio, 3 124] 50 
Alton, Illinois, 3 75 60 | — — 
Chicago, 3 50 58 | 374] 25 


South Carotina.—The: message of Governor 
Hammond to the Legislature of South Carolina. 
which assembled on the 28th ult., appears in the 
latest Charleston papers. The Governor estimates 
the debt of the State at $3,500,000, and recommends 
certain and early provision for its payment. He 
recommends the establishment of a real sinking 
fund, for this purpose, distinct from the bank capital 
of the State, which project does not seem to meet 
with much favour from the Charleston editors. ‘The 
subject of popular education is adverted to, and the 
substitution of the High School for the Free School 
System suggested as a great public benefit. The 
Message advises the repeal of the law to prevent 
the suspension of the Banks, and the remission of 
the penalty in case of the recusant banks. 


Wisconsin.—It is said that 60,000 emigrante 
have reached Wisconsin this year by the way of 
the Lakes, and the number has been increased to 
120,000 by emigration through other routes. 


_ THe Wetsu.—There are four places of worship 
in New York, in which the services are performed 
exclusively in the Welsh langnage; and two peri- 
odicals are published in that city in the same lan- 
guage. 

Vireinta.—The General Assembly assembled on 
Monday. Governor MtDowell’s aiieens is a vo- 
luminous document, confined altogether to State 
affairs. It urges the preservation of the faith of the 
State at a]l hazards, a tone which we are glad to 
see pervade SO many messages. Education also is 
warmly urged. The Governor devotes some space 
to the New York Inspection Law, and hopes that 
State will be liberal enough to afford Virginia some 
pretext for its abolishment. 


Exports.—It is found that not only apples, but 
peaches, and even strawberries, are sent abroad in 
a fine state of preservation in the ice ships which 
go from Boston. Cargoes of ice from Fresh pond 
and the Spy ponds in Cambridge and West Cam- 
bridge are continually loading from the railroad 
wharf at Charlestown. A gentleman at the Jatter 
place informed us that he sent out last summer to 
one of the West India islands either one or two 
hundred boxes of ripe strawberries—that on their 
arrival they appeared as fresh and as fair as when 
they were first picked, and they were considered so 
great a luxury that they commanded at once as high 
a price as in conscience could be asked. ‘The same 
gentleman has an elegant peach orchard; several 
hundred of his trees are fresh from New Jersey, 
bearing well after being transplanted two or three 
years. Of these he raised this year some three or 
four hondred bushels. Two hundred dozen of those 
first ripened were sent in an ice ship to go across the 
equator.— Bosion paper. 


CanaDa.—Letters from Kingston, the Canadian 
Seat of Government, announce the breaking up of 
the Lafontaine Cabinet, which has ruled Canada 
with almost supreme power during the past two 
sessions of the Parliament. The members of the 
Cabinet with a single exception have resigned, and 
nothing has yet heen done to replace them. Jt is 
said that the retiring members have acted with great 
firmness and judgment, and the Canadian people} 
will sustain them in the course they have taken, 

A Kingston correspondent of the Toronto Colonist! 
ascribes the resignation of the Cabinet Ministers to a 
difference of opinion on the subject of Executive pa- 
tronage ; the Governor General claiming the right 
to dispose of it at his own-pleasure, and the Cabi- 
net insisting on their right to at least an equal if 
not a superior voice in its distribution. 


Bairish AmBassapor.—We understand, says the 
National Intelligencer, that Mr. Fox, the British 
Minister, is about to retire from this mission, to be 
succeeded by Mr. Packenham, late British Minister} 
to Mexico. 


News From THE Hon. Mr. Cusnine.—The Hon 
C. Cushing, Ambassador to China, writes to a friend 


most interesting journey throngh Egypt, and was 
on the 20th September, waiting a steamer from 
Bombay. It will be recollected the Secretary of 
Legation, F. Webster, Esq., sailed from Boston 
for China in the Antelope, in July. Other members 
of the mission sailed some time previous in the 
Brandywine from Norfolk. Our enterprising and 
skilful young engineer and artist, John R. Peters,| 
Jr. Esq., sailed from this port in the ship Bazaar in 
October. Mr. Peters is a member of the embassy. 
and the agent of the National Institote at Washing- 
ton, and the American Institute in this city.—E£z- 

Anciest Ruins.—A gentleman who has traversed 
a large portion of the Indian country of Northern 
‘Texas, and the country lying between Santa Fe and 
the Pacific, informs the editor of the Houston Tele- 
graph, that there are vestiges of ancient rities and 
ruined temples on the Rio Puereo and Colorado of 
the West. On one of the branches of the Rio Po- 
erco, a few days travel from Santa Fe, there is an 
immense pile of ruins that appear to belong to an 
ancient temple. ‘The building occupies nearly an 
aere of ground—portions of the wall are still stand- 
ing, consisting of large blocks of limestone regular-} 
ly hewn, and laid in cement.—The ruins bear a 
general resemblance to those of Palenque or Otol 


| 
or First. Session off 


Carolina. The new Senators from Maine, New| | 


in this city from Suez, that he had a speedy and| 


| Divine Saviour. 


| Neither the Indians resident in the vicinity, nor 
_ the oldest Spanish settlers of the nearest settlements; 
, €80 give un account of the origin of these buildings. 


shire Patrict says that a gentleman of Concord, N. 
H., ‘who last week passed throngh the Franconia 
Notch, stated that the snew io that region lay upon 
the ground to the depth of from four to six feet. 


White Water Canal was celebrated. in ‘Cincinnati 
‘oo the 28th ult. with great ceremony. This is an 
important improvement both for Cincinnati and the 
fertile country which it connects with the Ohio. 


American Carpers.—On the floor of the Senate} 
Chamber at Washington is a new carpet made in 
Germantown, Pa., which for richness of colour and 
sisength is equal to any of English make. It isa 
scarlet with yellow stars, and furms a beautiful ad- 
dition to the appearance of the Chamber.—On the 
floor of the Vice Presideni’s room, is another carpet, 
made at Thouwwpsontown, Connecticut, of gorgeous] 
pattern and incomparable texture. Both these arti- 
cles are évidences of American skill of which our 
countrymen may be jus:ly proud. 


Propuce on tus New York Canats.—The re- 
ceipis of flour and wheat by the Erie Canal during 
the season have been enormously large, rising io 
the aggregate to nearly two and a quarter millions of 
barrels, some two hundred thousand more than injany 
previous year. ‘I'he tolls tov have run up to between 
twenty-one aud twenty-two hundred thousand dol- 
lars—a larger sum than was ever before realized.— 
The Albany Journal adds:—When a few years 
shall have doubled or trebled the surplus produce, 
and added a million or two to the population of the 
States and Territories bordering on the great lakes, 
the tide of commerce which now pours down the 
canal will seem but a small rill, compared with the 
swelling flood which will then seek this outlet to 
the Atlantic. | 


Younc Saunpers.—Many inquiries are making 
about young Saunders, eonvicted for forgery, in 
New Yurk. The Sun says:—We learn that after 
sentence to the State prison, which must be pro- 
nounced according to law, the Inspectors have a 
right, to hand him over to the Trustees of the 

ouse of Refuge, in consideration of his youth, 
who have the right in turn, to bind him out to a 
trade and calling, and we further learn that they 
contemplate binding him to Messrs. Austen and 
Wilmerding, his former employers, whose name he 
forged, they having entire confidence in his integrity, 
and being willing to receive him back again. 

INTERNATIONAL CopyRricnT.—We learn from the 
New York Evening Post, that a memorial in fa- 
vour of an international Copyright has been signed 
by twenty-two of the principal booksellers of Bos- 


in Philadelphia; twenty in New Haven, Hartford, 
and Salem; besides a large number of others in 
Utica, Buffalo, and other cities and towns in the 
interior of the country. 


Tue Orecon Expepition.—The Jowa Gazette 
of the 12th ult. publishes a letter from M. M. McCar- 
ver, lately of Burlington, Ja., one of the expedition 
which recently departed for the far West. It is 
dated at Fort Laramie, July 13th. The St. Louis 
Republican Says that the distance from Fort Lara- 
mie to the gap in the mountains known as the 
ee South Pass, ”’ as travelled by Lieut. Fremont, is 
320 miles, and required twenty-five days to make it; 
but the emigrants have probably pursued a more di- 
rect course, and reached the mountains in less time. 
Mhey have, therefore, before this, reached the val- 
ley of the Columbia, the place of their destination. 


‘Sincucar Disappearance—A trunk has been ex- 
amined at the Tonawanda railroad office, Rochester, 
which has been lying there since September with- 
out an owner. From papers in it, it was found to 
belong to a young clergyman by the name of White. 
Letters were immediately sent to Dr. Woods of 
Andover, which brought a letter from a Mr. White 
of Boylston, Wore:ster county, Massachusetts, in 
which he states that his son left there for Western 
New York about the 20th of September, since which 
time ke has heard nothing from him. The writer 
states that from the description of the trunk it must 
belong to his son, and expresses much anxiety as to 
his probable fate. 


Tue Inptans.—The lowa city Gazette says, sev- 
eral persons Jeft that place for the East, on Monday, 
the 6th November, with a company of Sauk snd 
Fox Indians. It is their intention to visit Washing- 
ton, and hold a * talk”? with the President, concern- 
ing their late payment. Much dissatisfaction pre- 
vailed among the Indians with the manner in which 
the late annuity was paid, and Much-in-a-cum-e-cut, 
or Bad News, a chief of the Powesheiks band has 
accompanied the party for the purpose of stating 
their grievances at head-quarters. 


Canat Breax.—On Friday night, the Ist inst., 
ahout forty yards of the embankment of the Dela- 
ware Division of the Pennsylvania Canal was car- 
ried away, it is supposed in consequence of the 
freshet caused by the thawing of the late fall of 
snow. It occurred two miles and a half above Bris- 
tol. ‘The canal ravigation will probably be stopped 
two or three weeks, before the break can be repaired. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE 
FROM TEXAS. 


The New Orleans papers contain dates from Gal- 
veston to the 22d ult. Gen. Houston’s speech at 
Houston occupies the attention of the Texan jour- 
nals. He denies the charges against him, vindicates 
the policy of his government, and represents the 
country iu a prosperous and hopeful condition. On 
the existing relations between ‘I’exas and England, 
he speaks at Jength, denying any undue intervention 
on the part of England with the internal policy or 
institutions of ‘Texas. ‘* England, he says, has 
assured us that we have her most friendly disposi- 
tion and aid. There is no condition mentioned.— 
Esgland is in no wise making claims or asserting 
any thing as a right whieh is incompatible with the 
interests of this country.”? With this he contrasts 
the conduct of the United States, referring to the 
late difficulties with Col. Warfield and his party, on 
the Western frontier. 


MARRIED 


On Thursday evening, the 16th ult. at the honse of D. B. 
Price, Esq , near Nicholasville, Kentucky, by the father of 
the bride, the Rev. S. Street, of Hillsborough, Ohio, to Miss 
Exv1za ANN Stuart, daughter of the Rev. Robert Stuart, of 
Fayette county, Kentucky. 


_ On Thursday evening, November 9, by the Rev. Robert 
Finley, of Port Byron, Mr. ANDREW J, Storry of Kingston, 
Ulster county, New York, to Miss JANE ANN WHEELER, of 
Port Byron, Cayuga county New York. By the same, on 
Tuesday evening, November 28th, Mr. Gitsert P. Har- 
Low, of Aurelius, M.ss Lypia C. GiLuespig, of Meniz, 
Cayuga county, New York. 


On the 22d of November, by the Rev. Wm. T. Hamilton, 
D.D.,the Rev. Tuomas D. Lea, of Claiborne, Alabama, to 
Miss CATHARINE, youngest daughter of Rurus Ross, M. D., 
of Long Island, New York. : 


On Thursday, November 30th, by the Rev. D. X. Junkin, 
Mr. Joun C. BeNNET, of Greenwich, to Miss Mary Catu- 
ARINE, daughter of Mr. Joun T. Ravucn, of Stewartsville, 
New Jersey. By the same, on the same day, Mr. CaLvin 
Houset to Miss Susan Datrympve, both of Hunterdon 
county, New Jersey. 


On Sabbath evening. 3d instant, in the Brick Church in 
the city of New York, by the Rev. Gardiner Spring, D.D., 
Josian S. Bennet, to Saran Louisa, daughter of John 
Saxton, all of that city. 


At Utica, New York, on the 21st of November ultimo, by 
the Rev. Mr. Porter, Mr. Maris B. Pierce, a chief of the 
Seneca Indians. ‘Alleghany clan,) to Miss Mary Jane Car- 
ROLL, of Utica. {ndian name of Mr. Pierce is Ha-pya- 
No-po, or, the Runner. He is nota full blooded Seneca, 
an! has been educated at Dartmouth College. His wife is 
the daughter of a British officer, who died some Fe ago 
in South America. Mr. Pierce is a young man of religious 
character and very respectable talents. ) 


DIED 


At her residence, in Upper Makefield, on Thursday 
morning the 16th ult., after a short but severe attack of In- 
fluenza, Mrs. Maroaret ‘forBert, widow of the late James 
Torbert, Esq., aged pen and nine months. As 
a wife, mother, and member of society, her relatives and 
friends have been called to mourn the death of one who has 
always been remarkable for her amiable and exemplary con- 
duct. For fifty years she has been a and consistent 
member of the Newtowa Presbyterian church, and has re- 
peatedly shown by her charitable contributions, and her lib- 
eral subscriptions to benevolent purposes, that her faith and 
works have harmoniously coincided to render her an hum- 
ble, unifurm, and devoted: Christian. Her unshaken faith 
and confidence in the atoning and infinite merits of her Re- 
deemer, was the scriptural foundation of her Christian ex- 
perience during her long life, and her abiding solace and 
strong consolation in death. Before her departure, in full 

pect of the world to come, and of the happiness of the 
redeemed in glory, she expressed her heartfelt desire, with 
the Apostle Paul, “to depart and be with Christ which is 
far better.” Her petition was granted, and she now sleeps 
in Jesus till the morning of the resurrection of the just. Her 
numerous family of descendants, and her large circle of re- 
latives and friends have alike risen up and called her biers- 
ed. Truly in the language of Holy Scripture,“ the memo- 
ry of the just is blessed.” M. 


At Tallahasse, Florida,on the 15th of November, aftera 
severe illness of several days, Dr. WitLiam Woopson Wap- 
DEL, in the thirtyseventh year of his age. Dr. Waddel 
was born at Abbeville District, South Carolina, and was the 
third sun of the Rev. Moses Waddel, for ears 
dent of the University of Georgia. Dr. Waddei died as he 
lived, in the full ch salvation through the merits of his 

funeral services were performed in 


There are many similar ruins on the Colorado o 
the West, which empties into the California sea. 


the P terian church by the Rev. Mr. Phelps, the ao 
of = thy sete who we assisted by the Rev. Miles Nash, 


Deer Sxow amono Tae Hiris.—The New Hamp-| 


Warre Warea Canat.—The completion of the}. 


ton; thirty-six in the city of New York; eighteen| 


Presi-| then its author, whom the Duke of Wellington some time 
nced to be the only man of real talent inthe} - 


and the former related incidents of his death- 


lated to cheer and encourage the 
duty through every trial.— Communi 


RAW ABBY BARREL. only danghter of John Barrell, 
aged 22 years. 
ment; but to his lo 
cle had ofie 
iewel has been snatched away. 


vietim it wasgain. ‘The family cir- 


Yet, though taken, not 
in heaven; where, amidst the innumerable jewels in the 
Redeemer's crown, this shall be watched ond admired, in its 
reflection of Hi glory, for ever and ever. Mies Barrell 
early made a public profession 

character was full of ness, modesty, and gentleness, at- 
tractive to all hearts. Her illness was protract 
distressing ; but borne, through Divime grace, with a sweet 
patience and resignation. e presence of her Saviour 
made herdeath a Mag Pom: one, with all is pains; » fall- 
ing asleep in Jesns resis ina grove by a winding ri- 
ver, with the sacred remains of many departed relatives. 
The whispering leaves, and the running waters are their 
requiem; and the. robin, the blackbird, and the thrush ren- 
der the woods vocal! with music. The foliage grows green, 
and decays, and falls over the beaut.ful spot ; the river mur- 
murs by it; the annual sun renews its beauty; the moon 
and stars are reflected in the stream; and all things reveal! 
the glory of the Creator. But the sacred dust that resis 
there, awaiting the resurrection, is to be a brighter revela-| 
tion of that glory, when it rises in the image of the Son of 
God. H. A. B. 


At Cedarville, New Jersey,on the 19th of November, of 
Hemiplegia, Mr. Danig. Burt, aged 78 years. Mr. Burt 
had long been esteemed one of the most valuable and wor- 
thy citizens of the township of Fairfield. For forty years he 
was a member of the Preshyterian church, and the princi- 
pal part of this time a Ruling Elder. He was firm and un- 
wavering in his attachment to the precious doctrines of that 
Church. His Christian attainments were very great and 
exemplary ; many have repeatedly resorted to him for spiri- 
tual instructions. He possessed a happy faculty for impart- 
ing that kind of information, which they sought, in.a lucid 
and compre! ve manner. The greet plan of salvation; 
for ay ruined man by the fall, was the theme upon which 
he delighted to dwell; to him Jesus was most precious.— 
Seldom was he absent from the praying circle, or his seat 
vacant in the eee a constant altendant upon the 
means of grace. ‘The Church has sustained a loss which 
will not easily filled—but while she mourns the loss of 
one of her brightest ornaments, her sorrows are mitigated 
in the conviction that her loss is his unspeakable gain. 


O may we travel, as he trod, 
The path that leads to heaven, 
nd seek forgiveness from that God, 
Who hath his sins forgiven. X. Y. Z. 


At Newark, New Jersey. of croup, on Tuesday morning 
the 5th inst., James, second son of the Rev. Jams Scorr, 
in the 5th year of his age. 


Penn Square Presbyterian Church. 


The Penn Square Presbyterian church, Broad above 
Chestnut street, Philadelphia, will be open fur public wor- 
ship ‘To-morrow (Sabbath,) evening, 10th inst. Service 
commences at a quarter past seven o'clock. Sermon by the 
pastor, Rev, Willis Lord, 


North Presbyterian Church, 


Sixth street, above Green, Philadelphia, will be opened To- 
morrow evening, being the second Sabbath in the month. 
Service to commence at seven o'clock, Sermon by the pas- 
tor, the Rev. ‘T’. L. Janeway. 


Lectures of the American Protestant Association. 


The Rev. Walter Colton, of the United States Navy, b 
appointment of the American Protestant Association, will 
deliver the Sixth Lecture before the Association, in the First 
Independent Church, Mr. Chambers, on Broad street below 
Chestnut, Philadelphia, ‘To-morrow (Sabbath) evening, the 


10th inst. Subject—The Bible in our Public Schools. By 
order of the Board of Managers. E. F. Backus, President 
J. F. Beac, Secretary. 


irish Presbyterian Church—Home Missiou. 


The Rev. Jonathan Simpson of Portrush, Ireland, will 
give an account of the operations of the above mission, in 
the south and west of Ireland, ‘To-morrow (Sabbath) even- 
ing, 10th inst., in the Rev. Mr. Loughridge’s church, corner 
of Lombard and Twelfth streets, Philadelphia. Service to 
commence at seven o'clock. Mr. Simpson, from a connex-} 
ion of nearly two years with this mission, having been an 
ordained missionary of the Irish Assembly, is intimately fa- 
miliar with its workings, and hopes to be able to excite an 
interest among American Christians on behalf of benighted 
Ireland. His object in visiting this country at present, has 
been to make an appeal on behalf of a little congregation 
of which he is minister, which is principally composed o 
poor fishermen, who were unable to build a church in 
which to worship their God. ‘The object has been well sus- 
tained in the cities of Albany, New York, and Philadel- 

hia. During Mr. Simpson’s absence to Baltimore and Pitts- 
aoe should any feel favourably disposed towards the ob- 
ject, any contributions handed overto Wm. McKee, Esq., 
No. 18 Chestnut street, or to George H. Stuart, — Nos. 
6 and 8 Church Alley, Philadelphia, will be thankfully re- 
ceived. ‘These gentlemen have kindly consented to re- 
ceive any sums, and answer any inquiries relative to the 
locality for which they are given. 


Rev. John A. Clark, 
Proceedings of the American Protestant Association. 


Ata meeting of the Board of Managers of the American 
Protestant Association, held in the Lecture Room of the 
Central Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, on November} 
27th, the Rev. Dr. Cuyler announced to the Board the de- 
cease of the Rev. Joun A. Crarx, D. D., of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, and late a member of this Board and 
Association. Whereupon the following minute was adopted:| 

Whereas, it has pleased the Lord, in his inscrutable wis- 
dom, to remove from this life the Rev, Jonn A. CLarg, D.D., 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church, and late a member of 
this Board and Association ; therefore, 

Resolved, That this event has filled this Board with deep 
regret, and they do most kindly sympathize with his afflict- 
ed family and the Christian public in the bereavement} 
which they have experienced, while they humbly and sub- 
missively bow to the will of God, 

_ Resolved, That a copy of the above resolution be commu-| 
nicated to his bereaved family by the Recording Secretary, 
and that it be published in the yp ee and secular papers 
of Philadelphia. By order of the rd. 
J. F. Bere, Recording Secretary. 


Princeton Theological Seminary. 


The following sums have been received for the Special} 
Fun! collected for the Princeton Theological Seminary, 
viz —From the church at Princeton, New Jersey $50.— 
Church at Burlington, New Jersey $25. Church at Green- 
castle, Pa. $12. ‘Total, $87. M. NEwKIRK, 

T'reas. of the Trustees of the Gen. Assem. of Pres. Ch. 


The Treasurer of the Theological Seminary of the Pres- 
byterian Church at Princeton, New Jersey, acknowledges| 
the receipt of the following sums for Professors’ salaries| 
from October 30th to November 23d, 1843:—From First 
church, New York city $1195. ‘Towanda, Pa. $5. A Lady, 
New York city $30. Dr. Murray, of Elizabethtown, New 
Jersey $60. Mr. Backus’ church, Baltimore $303.76. Du- 
ane street church, Dr. Potts, New York $150. Ringoes, 
New Jersey $10. Total, $1753.76. | 


From Mr. Backus’ church, Baltimore, for Repairs of 
Buildings, $303.76. James S. Green, Treasurer. 


Philadelphia Bible Society. 


The undersigned acknowledges the receipt of Fifteen 
Dollars from the Rev. John M,. Dickey, of Chester county, 
to constitute Mr. Samuel J. Dickey a Life member of the 
Philadelphia Bible Society, per Rev. James W. Dale. Also, 
from a Friend, contributed some time since to constitute Mr. 
John Finney a Life member of the same society. 

Greorce B Reese, 
Treasurer of the Philadelphia Bible Society. 


Sabbath Evening Services. 


The following table shows the Sabbath evenings of each 
month, on which the respective Presbyterian Churches in 
Philadelphia,(so far as we have been informed,) hold their 
regular monthly evening services. | 

CHURCHES. PASTORS. EVENINGS. 
2d Church, Rev. Dr. Cuyler, Ist Sabbath of month 
Central Church, Rev. Dr. McDowell, Ist do. 

Union Church, Rev. Mr. Stewart, Ist do. , 


4th Church, Rev. Mr. Lome. 2d do 
7th Church, Rev. Mr. , 2d do. 
North Church, Rev. Mr. Janeway, 2d do. 
6th Church, Rev. Dr. Jones, 3d do. 
9th Church, Rev. Mr. Tudehope, 3d do. 
Seots Church, Rev. Mr. Macklin, 4th do, 
10th Church, Rev. Mr. Boardman, last do. 


ORNE’S INTRODUCTION, For $3.50.— 


of the Holy Scriptures. By ‘Thomas Hartwell Horne, B. 
From the eighth London edition, corrected and enlarged. 
I}tustrated with numerous —_ and Fac Similes of Biblical 
manuscripts. 2 vuole imperial Svo. 

Also, mine One Dollar and Fifty Cents—Fourth thousand 
of Chalmers’ Lectures on Romans. 1 vol. 8vo. in half mus- 
lin, printed on fine paper. Price 50 cents—Fourth edition} 
ot Moffat's Southern Africa. 1 vol. 12mo. with seven engra- 
vings. Price 50 cents—A_ new edition of The Christian 
Youth’s Book; and Manual fur Yeung Communicanis, By 
W. C. Brownlee, D.D. 1 vol. thick 12mo. Three volumes: 
for One Dollar!—T'wenty-third thousand of D'Aubigné’s 
History of the Reformation. ‘This edition contains ali the 
notes, references, &c. complete. Price 50 cenis—An ele- 

ant edition of Essays on the Charch of God. By John M. 
,D.D. 1 vol. famo. Published and for sale bY, 
are, ROBERT CARTER, 
7 58 Canal street, New York 
WM. S. MARTIEN, 
Corner of Seventh and George streets, Philade!phia. 
THOMAS CARTER, 
dec 9—tf 


both of whom gave testimony of the. estimable qualities 
bed, of a most interesting character, and caleu-! 
At Barrell’s Grove, Old York, Maine. on the th ult., Sa-f 
Death seldom causes so great a dieappoint-! 
n been broken, bat now ita fairest, must precious} importations and selected with care; and his having & 


lost; taken from earth, but only ta shine infinitely brighter} 


» painful, and} 


Author, 


An Introduction to the Critical Study and emt 


Pittsburgh, Pennsylvcnia, 
UITABLE BOOK FOR THE SEASON.—Now ready, 
Conversations on the Parables of the New ‘Testament, 
by the Right Hon. Lord gga: First American from the 
Fifth on Edition, One vol. duodecimo, cloth, 37 cents. 
“It is an admirable book fur the purpose for which it is 


and her children, these beautiful parables are conveyed in 
the simple, colloquial style of an affectionate, earnest and 
intelligent mother, and received by the children with natu- 
ral, artless comment. ‘The glowing thought and divine in- 
junctions of these parables could not better be impressed 
upon the youthful mind, than in this method, and in. such 
wise also as would make in riper years the perusal of the 
original text of continued interest. work, is ve 


designed. Ina series of conversations between a mother} 


lar in England. !t ran into five editions anon 


since 
British House of Commons except Sir Robert Peel, avowed) 
himself.” —Philadelphia Gazette, 

JAMES M. CAMPBELL & CO. 

dec 9—3t 98 Chestnutstreet, (up stairs) Philadelphia. 
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- COLTON, and ‘Tea Dealer, S. W. corner 
S. Arch tnt desires to inform his fnends 


= 


and the public generally. that he has taken the la and. 
public g y 


he has opened thid day, November 30th, and imends keep- 
ing (in coanexion with the Arch street store,) a well seleet- 
ed assortment of fresh and fine quality Green and 
‘Teas, at wholesale and retail. Tiese Teas are all of late 


tical knuwtedge of ten years ia the Grocery business, 8. W. 
C. thaka, wilt enable him to furnish his patrons with Teas 
of auch quality. aa cannot fail 1p please. 
S.W.C. will also give particular attention in 
well selected assortment of Brown, Lump, single and dou 


of her faith in Christ. Her| ef Sugars; also, all the different varieties of Coffee, from 


common to tine Old Government Java;—aleo, winter and 
fall Sperm -Oit, | and unadulterated; fine Herkimer 


Pranes; new Turkey Figs, in dru N York Dried 
be r ms ; 

Plums; Peaches; ; New York of the dif- 
ferent varieties, by the barre! &c. All orders from resi- 
dents of the city or country will meet with immediate atien- 
tion, and goods designed for the country will be carefully 


‘NAMPBELL’S FOREIGN SEMI-MONTHLY MAG: 
AZINE —Contents of the Ist of Decempgr number. — 


Embellishment—A Country Church Yard ; painted Ti 


by John Sariain, 1. ‘Ten Years’ His~ 
tory of France, Foreign Quarterly Review. 2 A Lagued of 
the Irish Round ‘Towers, Cha 1's Magazine. 3. The De-. 
spatches of Hernando Cortez, Britannia. 4. Punch's Gossip, 
An Archbishop on War, London Charivari. 5. Jeremy Ben- 
tham, Edinburgh Review, 6. Memories of Pictures—Flax- 
man's portrait, Art Union. 7. Reminiscences of Men and 
Things—Louis Philippe, Part Hi., Frazer's 8. 
The Fleet Marriage, Bentley's Misce = y Lon- 
dunderry's Hospital, London Charivari. Note to Articleon 
the Life of Addison, Edinburgh Review. Letter of Gray, 
on the first illustrated edition of the “ Elegy written in a. 
Country Church Yard.” Poetry. ° Miscellany. Art a 
Science, : 

Published on the Ist end 16th of every month. Each 
number contains 72 pages of letter press, and is embellished 
with a highly finished engraving—executed ex for 
this three elegantly embellish- 
ed volumes of nearly 600 pages each. Price Five Dollars a 
Year, payabie in advance. numbers 25 cents. 

JAMES M. CAMPBELL, 
No. 98 Chestnut street, up stairs, Philadelphia. 
OFIS, BROADERS & CO., Boston. 

Agents.—Carvill & Co., New York. Weare C. Little, 
Albany. N. Hickman, Baltimore. R.G. Berford, Pitteburgh. 
Smith, Drinker & Morris, Richmond, Virginia. W. H. Ber- 
rett, Cha-leston, South Carolina. W. T. Williams, Savan- 
nah, Georgia. J.C, Morgan, New Orleans. W. N. Halde- 
man, Louisville, Kentucky. dec 9—It 


ODDRIDGE’S RISE AND PROGRESS.—The Pres- 
byterian Board of Publication have just published a 
handsome edition of the Rise and Progress of Religion in 
the Soul, illustrated in a course of serious and practical ad- 
dresses, suited to persons of every character and circumstance, 
with a devout meditation and prayer added tu each chapter, 

by Phillip Doddridge, D D., 12mo. 324 pages, price 50 cents, . 
work is embellished with a beautiful portrait of the 


For sale at the 
BOOK STORE, | 
of George and Seventh streets, Phi:ade!phia. 


—This 


FAMILIAR LETTERS —Famuliar Letters 


on Chemistry, and its relation to Commerce, I’hysio-— 
logy, and Agriculture, by Justus Liebig, 
with our editions of the Agricultaral ead 
try, by the same author. Price 124 cents. 
JAMES M. CAMPBELL & Co., 
98 Chestnut street,(up stairs,) Philadetphia, 
ec 9 - 


EW AND VALUABLE WORK ON CONVER- 
SION.—This by the American Sun- 
day School Union, 146 Chestnut street, Philadelphia, The. 
Great Change; a Treatise on Conversion. By George Red- 
ford, D.D.L.L.D. With an Introduction. By Rev. John An- 
gell James, D.D. 180 pages. 18mo. “It isa plain, solemn, 
scriptural illustration of one of the most important truths of 
the Christian faith, and will be found eminently calculated 
to dissipate false hopes; to guard the inquirer after salvation 
against fatal mistakes, and to guide him into the strait and 
narrow way that leads to life everlasting.” For sale at the 
Depository, 146 Chestnut street, Philadelphia. jdec 


RESBYTERIAN ALMANAC for 1844.—The Presby 
terian Board of Publication have publiched The Pres- 
byterian Almanac, adapted for use in every part of the Uni- 
ted States, for the year of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, 1844, dec 9—tf 


;;MERSON’S SCHOOL BOOKS. —Hocan & Tuomp- 

4 8s0N, Publishers, Philadelphia, submit to the conside- 
ration of ‘Teachers throughout the country, their School 
publications. ‘hey have paid particular attention to the 
publication of ELementary School Books. The books for 
that purpose issued from their press are calculated to arrest 
the attention of Teachers of English Schools who are de- 
sirous of procuring the best books for their Classes ; 

The serves by the brothers Emerson are particularly 
worthy of notice, The most eminent Teachers, School 
Committees, and the Controllers of Schools, have concurred 
in introducing them into their several Institutions, and in 
recommending them tv others. 

No smal! amount of labour has been devoted to the pre- 
paration of a well adapted set of Reading Manuals, and 
the principles which have governed in making the compi- 
lation demanded nothing less. It has been a task of much 
importance, and no little ee ae of sentiment, 
blended with that which may in the understanding, 
while at the same time it interests the heart, is indispensa- 
ble. The fascinations of melody and rhythm, “ the sound- 
ing period and the well turned line,” are often to be resist- 
ed, in order to comply with the rigid construction of this 
rule. Every article contains some useful truth either of a 
religious, moral, or scientific nature, something of ' im- 

rtance than the mere amusement of a passing hour. It 

been the aim of the author to give every lesson a de- 
gree of unity and completeness, so that it might be a whole, 
not a fragment. 

The first part of each Book contains a {ull explanation of 
the system of interrogation and analysis, adopt the au- 
thor in his long course of successful teaching. These ex- 
planations are adapted to the particular voluine to which 
they are attached, and demonstrate that the mors! and in- 
tellectual instruction of each lesson can be readily, and in a 

leasing manner infused into the mind of the young reader. 
I'ne interest may be almost indefinitely heightened, by a 
judicious exercise on the part of the Teacher of this en 
of examination, and illustration. and lasting impressions 
roade on the heart, and new impulses given to the expand- 
ing intellect. The series consists of 

The Fourth Class Reader for the youngest reading clara- 
es in Schools. 

The Third Class Reader for those further advanced, yet 
quite simple and lucid in language. 
nee Second Class Reader, ior the middle classes in 

8. 

The First Class Reader arranged with reference to 
thought, and elegance aud perspicuity of style, suited to the 
capacity of the advanced scholar. 

[he New Natonal Spelling Book and pronouncing Tu- 
tor; on an improved plan, exhibiting the precise sound 
each syllable in every word, accurding tothe MOST APPROVED 
principles of English Orthoepy, with progressive Read- 
in 


g Lessuns. 

‘The North American Arithmetic, Part 1, for Young 
Learners. 

The North American Arithmetic, Part 2: uniting oral 
and written Exercises, in corresponding chapters. By Fre- 
derick Emerson. 

Of these Books upwards of ONE AND A QUA! TER MILLION 
‘of copies have been suld. ‘Ihey are introduced into a large 
part of the Schools of New England, New York, Pennsy!- 
vania, Maryland, Virginia, Kentucky. and Ohio, and into 
many of the townsin Tennessee, Indiana, Illinois, &c. 

‘Tue Spelling-Book and Class Keaders, are by Benjamin 
late Prine, of the Adams Grammar School, 

ton. 

The Arithmetics are by Frederick Emerson, Principal of 
the Department of Arithmetic in Boylston School, Boston. 

Both of these gentlemen have consumed the ter part 
of their lives in in parting knowledge to youth, and after 
years of study and reflection, have given the above series 
<a as the result of their own observation and 

a ur. 

Mr. B. D. Emerson was several years in the 
New National Spelling Book, and rf was wt tone the 
pnblic until it had passed through a number of careful re- 
visions. A work so prepared, could not fail to be of a high 
grade; eminent Orthographists have pronounced it to be the 
BEST of any before the public, 


in unifonm size 
imal, Chemue- 


, Penn 
A Convention consisting of iwo Delegates each 
Board of Common School Directors, of all the city Wards 
and neighbouring Townships, assembled on the 19th Au- 


gust, to determine on the best School Books, and most suit 
able to establish uniformity in the same, throughout the 
School Districts, Whereupon, a Committee was appointed 
of three of their number, namely: the Kev. J.. Pressly, Dr. 
George D. Bruce, and Benjamin P. Hartshorne, Esq. to 
examine and compare Emerson's Series, and Russell’s His- 
tories with other School Books. And the said Commitiee 
having this day delivered their report to an adjourned meet- 
ing of the Co:. vention, it was, in accordance therewith un- 
animously recommended, that Emerson’s Series, composed 
of the New National Hing Book; First Class, Second 
Clasa, Third Class. and Fourth Cless Readers; and First, 
and Second Part Arithmetic ; with Russell's His- 
tories of the United States, England, France, Greece, and 
Rome, be used in all the Schools throughout the city and 
county. In behalf of the Convention. | | 
Attest. Benjamin P. Hartsnorne, Secretary. 
Ata meeting of the Controllers of the Public Schools 
the city and county of Philadelphia, it was ordered that 
Exmerson’s New National Spelling Book, Emerson's Fi 
Second, and Third Class Readers, and Emerson's 
American Arithmetic, parts 1 and 2, be used, none 
other, in the Publie Schoolsof the District undertheir care. 
Boston.—At a meeting of the Scheol Commitiee of the 
Public Schools of Boston, it was ) 
Ordered, ‘That Emerson's North American Arithmetics. 
be substitated in the Writing Schools for Colbarn’s First 
Lessons and Sequel. Attest. S. F. McCreary, Sec. 


From the Masters of the Public eS the De- 
Ari 

Emerson's System of Arithmetic, has been in use in the 
Public Schools of Boston for several years, and it affords us 
pleasure to say, that our opinion of its value has been con- 
firmed by observing its effect in the business of instruction. 


opportunity to become acquainted with its merits. 


Hancock Echool. James ina 1 
Bowdoin School. Levi , Eliot School. Aaron D. 


Ca —- School. Josiah Fairbank, Adams Se 
is, Hawes School. Reuben Swan, Jr.. W 


by James Maxwell, Jr.—at Sr. Louis, by S. W. Meech. 
aSHvVILLE, Tenn., Tannehill—and atNew' 
ee & No. 49 Camp street. 

eow 


dec 


that Mir, Smith lotod a wulery grave. | 
| 
| 
: day of tast ak; and after a’lnboriots session | Sap Sago and small round Duich Cheese ; Jersey and West- | 
ern Hams; smoked ‘Tongues and Beef; lalian Maccaroni 
| 
| 
| 
~ 
a4 
| 
¢: 
® ede 
itis written in a perspreuons style, re lucid, 4 
a its arrangement js judicious, and the gradation of its exer- 
a 4 cises is exact. We consider the work to be justly entitled q 
‘fg ee to the high reputation it has acquired, and we sincerely re- . 
commend it to the attention of teachers, who have not had 
School. “4 1 
urG, Pennsylvania, by Luke Loomis, and C. H. Kay & Co 
at Cinctnnari, by ‘organ & Cc ILLE, P 


. 


eanse to repder up thanks 
im all..the trials. aod di 


: 


dengets 
n of a savage Wilderneea— 
period of Colonial depe —throu; 


im the im 


with onc of the most powerfol 


arts sciences, and in the strength 
tonferred on political inatitutions ema-| 


the superintendence of an overruling P 


As prepara 
on the high diutiog of Jegislation, it becomes us humbly 
to acknowledge our im as. our 
protector; and.to. implore a-contiouance of, 
We ew: cause for tho expression of our gratitude 


iy thie préservation’of tho health of our fellow citizens, 
with ‘some pattial and local exccptions, during the past 
 g@ason—for thé abundance with which the earth has 
yielded up its fruits.to the labours of the husbandman 
>for the renewed activity which hes been imparted to 

for the: tevival of ‘trade in all depart- 

the increased rewards attendant on the ex- 


mente—for 
efcise of thé' mechani¢ arte—for the continued growth 


of our poptlation and the rapidly revivi 

of the whole countty. sh dt 
of Congresa, on these ausp 
assure you, in advance, of my to con- 
cur with you’ in the adoption of all such mceaeures as 


seal ts and to advance the glory of our common 


Since the last adjournment of Congress, the Execv- 
tive has.relaxed no.effort to render indestructible the 
relations of amity which so happily exist between the 
United States and other countries. “The treaty lately 
concluded with Great Britain has tended greatly to in- 
créase the good understanding which a reciprocity of 
interest is calcilated to encourage, and it is most ar- 


dently to be hoped that nothing may transpire to peers 


rupt the relations of amity:which it is so obviously 
policy. of beth nations to cultivate. 
“& question of much importance still remains to be 


adjusted betweeh them: ‘The territorial limits of the! 


two countries if relation to what is commonly known 
as the Oregon territory, still remain in dispute. The 
United States would be at all times indisposed to ag- 
ize themselves at the-expense of any other nation ; 

t while they would be restrained by principles of 
honour, which should govern the conduct of nations as 
well as that of individuals, from setting up a demand 


| eerie which docs not belong to them, they 

i... das unwillingly consent to a surrender of their} 
», Fights. After the most rigid, and as far as practicable, 

" unbiassed examination of the subject, the United States 


have always contended that their rights appertain to the 
entire saree of coutitry lying on the Pacific, and em. 
braced within the forty-second and fifty-fourth degrce 
forty minutes of North latitude. _ ‘his claim being con- 
troverted by Great Britain, those who have preceded the 


t Executive, actuated, no doubt, by an earnest de- | 


sire to adjust the matter upon terms mutually satisfac. 

tory to’both countries, have caused to besubmitted to the 

British Govertiment, propositions for settlement and final 

adjustment, which, however, have not proved hereto 
fore acceptable fo it. 

Our Minister.at London has, under instructions, 

in. brought the subjeet to the consideration of that 


ernment; and while nothing ‘will be dane to com- |. 


promit~ the’ rights, of honour of the United States, 
every proper expedient will be resorted to.in order to 
bring the negotiation now in the progress of resump- 
tion, to.a speedy and happy termination. In the mean- 
time jt-is proper to remark, that many of our citizens 
are either already established in the territory, or are 
of their way thither for the purpose of forming per. 
manent settlements, while others are preparing to fol- 
low—and in. view of these facts, I must repeat the re- 
commendation contained in previous messages, for the 
establishment of military posts, at such places, on the 
line of travel, will furnish security and protection 
to’ our hardy adventurers against hostile tribes of In- 
dians inhabiting those extensive regions. Our laws 
should also follow them, so modified as. the circum- 
stances of the case may.scem to require. Under the 
influence of our free .of government, new repub- 
lics are destined to spring up, at no distant day, on the 
shores of the Pacific, similar in policy and in fceling 
to those existing on this side of the Rocky M i 
and giving a wider and more extensive spread to the 
principles of civil and religious liberty. | 

I am happy to inform you that the cases which have 
arisen, from time to time, of the detention of American| 
vessels by British cruisers on the coast of Africa, un- 
der ‘pretence of being etigaged in the slave trade, have 
been placed in a fair train of adjustment. In the case 
of the William and Francis, full satisfaction will be 
allowed. In the cases of the Tygris and Seamew, the 
British Government admits that satisfaction is due. In 
the case of the Jones, the sum accruing from the sale 
of that vessel and cargo will be paid to the owners— 
while I cannot but flatter myself that full indemuifica- 
tion will be allowed for all damages sustained by the 
detention of the veasel—and in case of the g- 
lass, her Majesty’s Government has expressed its de-} 
termination to. make indemnification. Strong hopes 
are therefore entertained, that most, if not all of these 
cases will be speedily adjusted. No new cases have 
arisen since the ratification of the Treaty of Washing- 
ton ; and, it is confidently anticipated, that the slave 
trade, under the operation of the eighth article of that 
treaty, will be al er suppressed. 

The occasional interruption experienced by our fel- 
low citizens engaged in the fisherics on the neighbour- 
ing coast of Nova Scotia, has not failed to claim the at 
tention of the Executive. Representations upon this 
subject have been made, but as yet no definitive answer 
to those representations has been received from the 
Government. 

. Two other subjects ratively minor import- 
ance, but nevertheless of uence fo be 
neglected, remain still to be adjusted between the two 
countries. By the Treaty between the United States 
and Great Britain, of July, 1815, it is provided that no 
higher dutics shall be levied in either country on arti. 
cles imported from the other, than on the same articles 
imported from any other place. In 1836, rough rice, 
by act of Parliament, was admitted from the coast of 
Africa into Great Britain on the payment of a duty o 
one penny a quarter, while the same articles from all 
other countries, including the United States, was sub- 
jected to the pa eanoee duty of twenty shillings a 

ter., Our Minister at London has from time to 
brought this subject to the consideration of the 
British Government, but so far without success. He is 
instructed to renew his representations upon it. 
_ Some P aia since a claim was preferred against the 
British Government on the part of certain American 
merchants, for the return of export duties paid by them 
on shipments of woollen goods to the United States, 


after the duty on similar articles exported to other 


countries had been repéaled, and consequently in con- 
travention of the commercial convention between the 
two nations securing to us equality in such cases. The 
principle on which the claim rests has long since been 
virtually admitted by Great Britain, but obstacles to a 
settlement have from time to time been interposed, so 
that a large portion of the amount claimed has not yet 
‘been ‘refiinded,- ‘Our Minister is now engaged in the 
prosecution of the claim, and I cannot but persuade 
iyself that the British Government will no longer de- 
lay its adjustment. 
I am-happy to be able to say that nothing has oc- 
surred to disturb in any degree the relations of amity 
‘which exist between the United States and France, 
Austria, and Russia, as well as with the other powers 
of Europe, since the adjournment of Congrees.—Spain 
+has been agi with internal convulsions for many 
years, from the effects of which, it is to be hoped, she 
Te-tusined speedily to recover—when, under a more 
Jiberal s of commercial policy on her our 
‘trade with her may again fill its old, and so far as her 
‘Continental possessions are concerned, its almost for. 
saken channels, thereby adding to the mutual prosperi- 
ty of the two countries, 

The Germanie Aesociation of Customs and Com- 
merce, which, since ite establishment in 1833, has 
been steadily growing in power and importance, and 
consists at this time of more than twenty German 


the Jatter the most valuable exchanges on principles 
more ore in the fiseal system of any 
other European power. From its origin, the import- 
ance of the German Union has 


of 


while, our cotton js admitted free of daty, and the duty 
_on rice has much reduced, which has 


this; intereating - ever made by any: European 
I cannot but regard.it.as well calculated to re- 
nose the only impediment which has so far existed to 
“thé most Mberal.commefcial intercourse between us 
this view, our ..Minister at Berlin, who 

su 


‘This being the first intimation of =. concession on 


snd’ By their will. 
oh. poli nitions ¢ 


prosperity 

shall be permiticd to exchange 

pgratulatiéns with you, gentlemen of the two Houses 


ountains, | 


ineident to was subee-| 
nations 


j 


anks to 
otectivn} 


session, a 


RK 


relating to the annexation of Texas to the 
States, should have.so.far anticipated the result of such 


r discnasion as to have announced its determination to 
visit any euch anticipated: decision by a for-nal decla-} 


Fation of war against the United States: If designed) 
to Cc from introducing that question, a: 
a fit subject for its calm deliberation and final judg- 
ment, the Executive has no reason to doubt that it will 
entirely fail of its object. The Representatives of a 
brave and patriotic people will suffer no apprehension 
of future consequences to carbarrass them in the course 
of their proposed deliberations; Nor will the Execu- 
tive Department of the Government fuil, for any such 
cause, to discharge its whole duty to the country. 
The war whic 


sions, which, while they have been attended with much 
. Of suffering to individuals, and have kept the borders 
of the two countries in a state of constant alarm, have 
failed to approach to any definitive result. Mexico has 
fitted out. no formidable armament by land or by sea 
for the subjugation of ‘Texas. Eight years have now 
elapsed since ‘I'cxas declared her independence of Mex- 


| ico, and during that time she has been recognised as a 


sovereign power by several of the principal civilized 
states, exico, nevertheless, perseveres in her plans 
of we Oy and refuses to recognize her indepen- 
dence: The predatory incursions to which I have 
‘ alladed, have been attended, in one instance, with the 
breaking up of the courts of justice by the seizing upon 
the persons of the judges, jury and officers of the court, 
and dragging them alung with unarmed, and therefore 


shall be caleulated to increase the happiness of our count non-conibatant citizens, into a cruel and oppressive 


bondage, thus leaying crime to go unpunished and im- 


morality to pass unreproved. 


A border warfare is evermore to be deprecated, and 
over such a war as has existed for so many years be- 
tween these two States, humanity has had great cause 


sto lament. Nor is such a condition of things to be 


deplored only because of the individual suffcring at- 
tendant upon it. The effects are far more extensive, 
The Creator of the Universe has given man the Earth 
for his resting place, and its fruits for his subsistence. 
W hatever, therefore, shall make.the first or any part of 
it a scene of desolation, affects injuriously his heritage, 
and may be regarded us a general calamity. Wars 
may sometimes be necessary; but al] nations have a 
common interest in bringing them speedily to a close. 
The United States have an immediate interest in sce- 
ing an end put to the state of hostilities existing be- 
tween Mexico and Texas. They are our neighbours, 
of the same continent, with whom we are not only de. 
sirous of cultivating the relations of amity, but of the 
most extended commercial intcrcourse, and to practise 
all the rights of a neighbourhood hospitality. Our own 
interests are in the matter, since, how- 
ever neutral may be our course of policy, we cannot 
hope to escape the effects of a spirit of jealousy on the 
part of both of the powers. 

Nor can this Government be indifferent to the fact 
that a warfare, such as is waged between those two 
nations, is calculated to weaken both powers, and finally 
to render them, and especially the weaker of the two, 
the subjects of interference on the part of stronger and 
more powerful nations, which, mtent only on advanc- 
ing their own peculiar views, may sooner or later at- 
tempt to bring about a compliance with terms, as the 
condition of their interposition, alike derogatory to the 
nation granting them and detrimental to the interests) 
of the United States. 

We could not be expected quietly to permit any such 
interference to our disadvantage. Considering that Tex- 
as is séparated froin the United States by a mere geogra- 
phical line, that her territory,/in the opinion of many, 

med a portion of the territory of the United States, 
that it is homogeneous in its population and pursuits 
with the adjoining States, makes contributions to the 
commerce of the world in the same articles with them, 
and that most of her inhabitants have been citizens of 
the United States, speak the same language, and live 
under similar political institutions with ourselves, this 
Government. is bound by every consideration of inte- 
rest as well as of sympathy, to see that she shall be 
left free to act, especially in regard to her domestic af- 
fairs, unawed by force and unrestrained by the policy 
or views of other countries. : 

In full view of all these considerations, the Bipocekive 
has not hesitated to express to the Government o 
Mexico how deeply it deprecated a continuance of the 
war, and how anxiously it desircd to witness its termi- 
nation. I cannot but think that it becomes the United 
States, as the oldest of the American Republics, to hold a 
language to Mexico upon the subject of an unambiguous 
character. It is time that this war had ceased. There 
must be a limit to all wars; and if the parent State, 
after an eight years’ struggle, has failed to reduce to 
submission a portion of its subjects standing out in 
revolt against it, and who have not only proclaimed 
themselves to be independent, but have been recognised 
as such by other Powers, she ought not to expect that 
other nations will quietly look on, to their obvious in- 
jury. upon a protraction of hostilities. 

These United States threw off their colonial depen- 
dence, and established independent Governments; and 
Great Britain, after having wasted her energies in the 
attempt to subdue them for a less period than Mexico 
has attempted to subjugate Texas, had the wisdom and 
justice to acknowledge their independence, thereby re- 
cognising the obligation which rested on her as one of 
the family of nations. An example thus set by one of 
the proudest as well as most powerful nations of the 
earth, it could in no way disparage Mexico to imitate. 


While, therefore, the Executive would deplore any 
collision with Mexico, or any disturbance of the friend- 
ly relations which exist between the two countries, it 
cannot permit that Government to control its policy, 
whatever it may be, towards ‘l’exas; but will treat her 
as by the recognition of her independence the United 
States have long since declared they would do, as en- 
tirely independent of Mexico. The high obligations of 
public duty may enforce from the constituted authori- 
tics of the United States a policy which the course per- 
severed in by Mexico will have mainly contributed to 
produce; and the Executive, in such a contingency, 
will with confidence throw itsclf upon the patriotism 
of the people to sustain the Government in its course 
of action. 

Measures of an unusual character have recently 


been adopted by the Mexican Government calculated | 


in no small degree to affect the trade of other nations 
with Mexico, and to operate injuriously to the United 
States. All foreigners by a decree of the 23d day of 
September, and atter six months from the day of its 
promulgation, are forbidden to carry on the business 
of selling by retail any goods within the confines of 
Mexico. Against this decree our Minister has not 
fuiled to remonsirate. 

The trade heretofore carried on by our citizens with 
Sante Fe, in which much capital was already invest- 
ed, and which was becoming of daily increasing im- 
portance, has suddenly been arrested by a decree of 
virtual prohibition on the part of the Mexican Govern- 
ment. Whatever may be the right of Mexico to pro. 
hibit any particular course of trade, to the citizens or 
subjects of foreign powers, this late procedure, to say 
the least of it, wears a harsh and unfriendly aspect. 


The instalments on the claims recently settled by 
the Convention with Mexico have been punctually paid 
as they have fallen due, and our Minister is engaged in 
urging the establishment of a new commission in pur- 
suance of the Convention for the settlement of unad- 
justed claims. 

With the other American States our relations of 
amity and good will have remained uninterrupted. 
Our Minister near the Republic of New Grenada, has 
succeeded in effecting an adjustment of the claim upon 
that Government for the schuoner “ By Chance,” which 
had been pending for many years. ‘The claim for the 
brig “ Morris,” which had its origin during the exist- 
ence of the Republic of Colombia, and indemnification 
for which, since the dissolution of that Republic, has 
devolved on its several members, will be urged with 
renewed zeal, 

I have much pleasure in saying that the Govern. 
meat of Brazil bas adjusted the claim upon that Gov- 
ernment in the case of the schooner “ John S. Bryan,” 
and that sanguine hopes are entcrtained that the same 
spirit of justice will influence its councils in arriving 

‘at an éarly decision upon the remaining claims; there- 
by removing all cause cf dissensidn between two Pow- 
ers, whose interests are to some extent interwoven with 
each other. 

Our Minister at Chili has succeeded in inducing a 
recognition by that Government, of the adjustment ef- 
fected by his prédecessor of the first claims in the case 
of the “ Macedonian.” ‘The first instalment has been 
re ceived by the claimants in the United States. 

Notice of the exchange of ratifications of the 
with Peru, which will take place at Lima, has not yet 
reached this country, but is shortly expected to be re- 


| ceived, when the claims upon that Republic will doubt- 


less be liquidated and paid. 

In consequence of a misunderstanding between this 
Government and that of Buenos Ayres, occurring 
several years.ago, this Government has remained un- 
represented at that court, while a minister from it has 
been constantly resident here. The causes of irrita- 
tion have in a great measure passed away, and it is in 
contémplation, in view of important interests which 
have grown up in that country, at some carly period 
during the present session of Cookrtese, with the con- 
currence of the Senate, to restore diplomatic relations 
between the two countries. 

Under the isions of an act of of the 
inister was despatched from the United 


States to China, in August of the present year, who, 


Suez, in Egypt, on 25th of September on 
route to China. 

. In regard Indian_ tribes within our 


has existed for so long a time be-| 
tween Mexico and Texas his, since the battle of San} 
} Jacinto, consisted for the most part of predatory incar- 


the country, and will continue to form a portion o 


. will be a probable deficiency for the service of the fis- 


tions on the people, or to force from them contriba- 


the proceeds of the sales of the public lands for reasons) 


the coinage, would 


exerted to preserve them at peace 
among themselves, and to inspire them with fecli 


ial| jurisdictional limits, the greatest vigilance of the Gov- 


tals in the form of a circulating medium. Paper, when 


ty-three millions of dollars. By the Act of 1842, anew 
arrangement of the fiscal year was made, so that 
should commence oy the lat. day of July in each year.) 
The accounts and estimates for the current fiscal year, 
will show that the loans and Treasu 
issued before the close of the Jast ess, to meet 
the anticipated deficiency, have not been entirely ade- 
quate. Although on the ist of October last, there wai] 
a balance inthe ‘Treasury in consequence of the pro-/ 
vision thas made of $3,914,082.77; yet the appropria- 
tions already made by will absorb that bal- 
ance, and leave.a probable deficiency of two millions of 
dollars at the close of the present fiscal year. 
There are outstanding ‘Treasury notes to 
amount of four millions six hundred thousand dollars ; 
and should they be returned upon the Treasury during| 


the fiscal year, they will require provision for their re-|. 


demption. 1 do not however regard this as probable,| 
since they have obviously entered into the ws tiny d of 
it, 


if the system now ad be continued. ‘The loan of 
1841, amounting to $5,672,976.88, falls due on the Ist 
of January, 1845, and must be provided for or post- 
poned by a new loan. And unless the resources of re. 
venue should be materially increased by you, there) 


cal year ending June 30ta, 1845, of upwards of about 
four millions of dollars. ; 

The delusion incident to an enormously excessive 
paper circulation, which gave a fictitious value to every 
thing, and stimulated adventure and speculation to an 
extravagant extent, has been happily succeeded by the 
substitution of the precious metals and paper promptly 
redeemable in specie, and thus false values have dis- 
appeared, and a sounder condition of things has been 
introduced. This transition, although intimately con- 
nected with the prosperity of the country, has never- 
theless been attended with much embarrassment to the 
Government, in its financial concerns. ; 

So long as the foreign importers tould receive pay -| 
ment for their cargoes in a currency of greatly less 
value than that in Europe, but fully available here in 
the purchase of our agricultural productions, their 
profits being immeasurably augmented by the opera- 
tion, the shipments were large and the revenues of the 
Government became superabundant. But the change 
in the character of the circulation from a nominal and 
apparently real value, in the first stages of its exist- 
ence, to an obviously depreciated value in its second, 
so that it no longer answered the purposes of exchange, 
or barter, and its ultimate substitution by a sound me- 
tallic and paper circulation combined, has been attended 
by diminished importations, and a consequent falling 
off in the revenue. f 

This has induced Congress, from 1837, to resort to 
the expedient of issuing ‘T'reasury notes, and finally of 
funding them, in order to supply deficiencies. I can. 
not, however, withhold the remark that it is in no way 
compatible with the dignity of the Government that 
a public deht should be created in time of peace to meet 
the current expenses of the Government, or that tem- 
porary expedients should -be resorted to an hour longer 
than it is possible to avoid them. The Executive can 
do no more-than apply the means which Congress places 
in its hands for the support of Government; and hap- 
pily for the good of the country and for the preserva- 
tion of its liberties, it possesses no power to levy exac- 


tions to the public revenue in any form. 

It can only recommend such measures as may, In 
its opinion, be called for by the wants of the public 
service, to Congress, with whom alone rests the power 
to * lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises.” 
This duty has upon several occasions heretofore been 
performed. The present condition of things gives a 
flattering promise that trade and commerce are rapid- 
ly reviving, and, fortunately for the country, the sources 
of revenue have only to be opened, in. order to prove 
abundant. 

While we can anticipate no considerable increase in 


perfectly obvious to all, for several years to come, yet 
the public lands cannot otherwise than be regarded as 
the foundatiun of the public credit. With so large a 
body of the most fertile lands in the world under the 
control and at the disposal of the Gevcrnment, no one 
can reasonably doubt the entire ability of the Govern- 
ment to meet its engagements under every emergency. 
In seasons of trial and difficulty similar to those through 
which we are passing, the capitalist makes his invest-| 
ment in the Government stocks with the most assured 
confidence of ultimate reimbursement; and whatever 
may be said in a period of great financial prosperity, 
such as existed for some years after 1833, I should re- 
gard it as suicidal in a season of financial embar- 
rassment, either to alienate the lands themselves, or the 
pruceeds arising from their sales. The first and pata- 
mount duty of those to whom may be entrusted the ad- 
ministration of public affairs, is to guard the public cre- 
dit—In re-establishing the credit of this central Gov- 
ernment, the readiest and most obvious mode is taken to 
restore the credit of the States. The extremities can 
only be made sound by producing a healthy action in 
the Central Government, and the history of the present 
day fully establishes the fact, that an increase in the 
value of the stocks of this Government will, in a ma- 
jority of instances, be attended by an increase in the va- 
lue of the stocks of the States. It should, therefore, be 
a matter of general congratulation that amidst all the 
embarrassments arising from surrounding circumstan- 
ces, the credit of the Government should have been so 
fully restored that it has been enabled to effect a loan of 
seven millions of dollars to redecm that amount of ‘Trea- 
sury notes, on terms more favourable than any that 
have been offered for many years. And the six per 
cent. stock which was created in 1842, has advanced in 
the hands of the holders to nearly twenty per cent. 
above its par value. The confidence of the pe..ple in the 
integrity of their Government has thus been signally 
manifested.—11 hese opinions relative to the public lands 
do not in any manner conflict with the observance of 
the most liberal policy towards those of our fellow-citi- 
zens who press forward into the wilderncss and are the 
pioneers in the work of its reclamation. In securing 
to all such their rights of pre-emption, the Government 
performs but an act of retributive justice for sufferings 
encountered and hardships endured, and finds ample re- 
muneration in the comforts which its policy ensures and 
the happiness which it imparts. 

Should a revision of the tariff, with a vicw to revenue, 
become necessary in the estimation of Congress, I doubt 
not you will approach the subject with a just and en. 
lightened regard tu the interests of the whule Union. 
The principles and views which I have heretofore had 
occasion to submit, remain unchanged. It can, how- 
ever, never be too often repeated, that the prominent 


interest of every important pursuit of life, requires for | 


success, permanency and stability. in legislation. These 
ean only be attained by adopting as the basis of action, 
moderation in all things, which is as indispensably ne- 
cessary to secure the harmonious action of the political 
as of the animal system. In our political organization, 
no ene section of the country should desire to have its 
supposed interest advanced at the sacrifice of all others; 
but union being the great interest, equally precious to 
all, should be fustered and sustained by mutual conces- 
sions and the cultivation of that spirit of compromise 
from which the Constitution itself proceeded. 


You will be informed, by the report from the Trea- 
sury Department, of the measures taken under the act 
of the last session, authorizing the re-issue of Treasury 
notes in lieu of those then outstanding. The systein 
adopted in pursuance of existing laws, seems well cal. 
culated to save the country a large amount of interest, 
while it affords conveniences and obviates dangers and 
expense in the transmission of funds to disbursing 
agents. I refer you also to that report for the means 
proposed by the Secretary to increase the revenue, and 
particularly to that portion of it which relates to the 
subject of the ware-housing system, which I earnestly 
urged upon Congress at its last session, and as to the im- 
portance of which my opinion has undergone no change. 


In view of the disordered condition of the currency 
at the time, and the high rates of exchange between 
different parte of the country, I felt it to be incumbent 
on me to present to the consideration of your predeces- 
sors, a proposition conflicting in no degree with the 
Constitution, or with the rights of the States, and hav- 
ing the sanction, not in detail, but in principle, of some 
of the eminent men who had preceded me in the Exe- 
cutive office. That proposition contemplated the issu- 
ing of Treasury notes of denominations not less than 
five nor more than one hundred dollars, to be employed 
in payment of the obligations of the Government in lieu 
of gold und silver, at the option of the public creditor, 
and to an amount not exceeding $15,000,000. It was 
pruposed to make them receivable everywhere, afid to 
establish at various points depositories of gold and silver, 
to be held in trust for the redemption of sach notes, so 
as to ensure their convertibility into specie. No doubt 
was entertained that such notes would have maintained 
e par value with gold and silver, thus furnishing a paper 
currency of equal value over the Union, thereby meet- 
ing the just expectations of the people, and fulfilling the 
duties of a parental Government. Whether the deposi- 
tories should be permitted to sell or purchase Lills under 
very limited restrictions, together with all its other de- 
tails, was submitted to the wisdom of Congress, and was 
regarded as of secondary importance. I thought then, 
and think now, that such an arrangement would have 
been attended with the happiest results. ‘The whole 
matter of the currency would have been placed where | 
by the Constitution it was designed to be placed—un- 
der the immediate supervision and control of Congress. 
The action of the Government would have been inde- 
pendent of all corporations, and the same eye which 
rests unceasingly on the specie currency and guards it 
against adulteration, would also have rested on the pa- 
per currency, to control and regulate its issues and pro- 
tect it against depreciation- The same reasons which 
would forbid Congress from parting with the power over 
seem to operate with nearly equal 
force in regard to any substitution for the i 


B 


from the experience of the late United States Bank, 
would not have occurred.in less than fifleen years ; 
whereas, under the 


would. have becn consummated in one year; thus fur- 


-sucs, therehy. relieving the Government, and at the 


sbout the}, Same.time affurding retiof to the people. Under all the 


out recommending to your most favourable considera- 


| than those for whose advantage they are to legislat 


proposed arrangement, the relief 
arising from the issue of $15,000,000 of Treasury notcs 


nishing in one fifteenth part of the time in which a bank 
could Nave accumplished it, a paper mediam of ex- 


change, equal in amount to the real wants of the coun-/ 


try, at par vulue with gold and silver. _ 

The saving to’ the Government woald have been 
equal to all the’ interest which it has had to pay on 
Treasury notes of previous as well as subsequent is- 


responsibilities attached to the station which I occupy, 
and in redemption of a pledge given to the last Con- 
gress at the close of its first session; I submitted the 
suggestion to its consideration at two consecutive ses- 
sions. The recommendation, however, met with no 
favour at its hands. While I am free to admit, that the 
necessities of the times have since become greatly ame- 
liorated, and that there is good reason to hope that the 
country is safely and rapidly emerging from the diffi- 


culties and embarrassments which every where sur-| 
-roanded it in 1841, yet 1 cannot but think that its re- 


storation to a sound and heulthy condition would be 
greatly expedited by a resort to the expedient in a mo- 
dified form. 

The operations of the Treasury now rest on the act 
of 1789, and the resulution of 1816, and those laws have 
been so administered as to produce as great a quantum 
of guod to the country as their provisions are capable of 
yielding. If there had been any distinct expression of 
opinion going to show that public sentiment is averse to 
the plan either as heretofore recommended to Congress, 
or in a modified form, while my own opinion in regard 
to it would remain unchanged, [ should be very far from 
again presenting it to your consideration. The Govern- 
ment has originated with the States and the people, for 
their own benefit and advantage; and it would be sub. 
versive of the foundation principles of the political edi- 
fice which they have reared, to persevere in a measure 
which ia their mature judgments, they bad either repu- 
diated or condemned. The will of our constituents, 
clearly expressed, should be regarded as the light to 
guide our footsteps; the true difference between a mon- 
archical .or aristocratical government and a Republic 
being, that in the first the will of the few prevails over 
the will of the many, while in the last the will of the 
many should be alone consulted. : 

The report of the Secretary of War will bring you 
acquainted with the condition of that important branch 
of the public service. The Army may be regarded in 
consequence of the small number of the rank and file in 
each company and regiment, as little more than a nu- 
cleus around which to rally the military force of the 
country in case of war, and yet its services in preserv- 
ing the peace of the frontiers are of a most important 
nature. In all cases of emergency, the reliance of the 
country is properly placed in the militia of the several 
States, and it may well deserve the consideration o! 
Congress, whether a new and more perfect organization 
might not be introduced, looking mainly to the volun. 
teer companies of the Union for the present, and of casy 
application to the great body of the militia in time of 
war, | 
‘I'he expenditures of the War Department have been 
considerably reduced in the last two years; contingen- 
cies, however, may arise, which would cull for the fill- 
ing up of the regiments with a full complement of men, 
and make it very desirable to remount the Corps of 
Dragoons, which by an actof the last Congress was 
directed to be dissolved. 

I refer you to the accompanying report of the Secre. 
tary for in‘ormation in relation to the Navy of the Uni. 
ted States. While every effort has been and will con- 
tinue to be made to retrench all superfluities and lop off 
all excrescenees which from time to time may have 
grown up, yet it has not been regarded as wise or pru- 
dent to recommend any material change in annual ap- 
prupriations. ‘Tlie interests which are involved are of 
too important a character to lead to the recommenda- 
tion of any other than a liberal policy. Adequate ap. 
propriations ought to be made to enable the Executive 
to fit out all the ships that are now in a course of build. 
ing, or that require repairs, for active service in the 
shortest possible time, should any emergency arise 
which may sequire it. 

An efficient Navy, while it is the cheapest means of 
public defence, enlists in its support the feelings of pride 
and confidence which brilliant deeds and heroic valor 
have herctofure served to strengthen and confirm. 

I refer you particularly to that part of the Secretary’s 
Report which has reference to recent experiments in 
the application of steain and in the construction of war} 
steamers, made under the superintendence of distin- 
guished officers of the navy. In addition to other mani- 
fest improvements in the construction of the steam 
engine and application of the motive power, which has 
rendered them more appropriate to the uses of ships of 
war, one of those officers has brought into ase a power 
which makes the steamship most formidable either 
for attack or defence. 

I cannot too strongly recommend this subject to you 
consideration, and do not hesitate to express my entire 
conviction of its great importance. 

1 call your particular attention also to that portion 
of the Secretary’s report, which has reference to the act 
of the late session of Congress, which prohibited the 
transfer of any balance of appropriation from other 
heads of appropriation to that for building, equipment, 
and repair. The repeal of that prohibition will enable 
the Department to give renewed employment to a large 
class of workmen, who have beeg necessarily discharged 
in consequence of the want of means to pay them—a 
circumstance attended, esp. cially at this season of the 
year, with much privation and suffering. 


It gives me great pain to announce to you the loss 
of the steam ship “ ‘The Missouri,” by fire, in the Bay 
of Gibraltar, where she had stopped to renew her sup. 
plies of coalon her voyage to Alexandria, with Mr. 
Cushing, the American Minister to China on board. 
There is ground for high commendation of the officers 
and men, fur the coolness, and intrepidity, and perfect 
submission to discipline evinced under the most trying 
circumstances. Surrounded by u raging fire, which the 
utmost exertiuns could not subdue, and which threat 
ened momentarily the explosion of her well supplied 
magazines, the officers exhibited no signs of fear, and 
the men obeycd every order with alacrity. Nor was she 
abandoned until the last gleam of hope of saving her 
had expired. It is well worthy of your consideration 
whether the losses sustained by the officers and crew in 
this unfortunate affair should not be reimbursed to 
them. 

I cannot take Iecave of this painful subject without 
adverting to the aid rendered upon the occasion, by the 
British authorities at Gibraltar, and the communder, 
officers and crew of the British ship of the line “ The 
Malabar,” which was lying ut the time in the bay. 
Every thing that generosity or humanity could dictate, 
was promply perturmed. It is by such acts of good. 
will by one to another of the family of nations, that fra- 
ternal feclings are nourished and the blessings of per- 
manent peace sccured, 

The Report of the Postmaster Gencral will bring you 
acquainted with the operations of that Department du- 
ring the past year, and will suggest to you such modifi- 
cations of the existing Jaws as in your opinion the exi- 
gencies of the public service may require. ‘The change 
which the country has undergone of late years in the 
mode of travel and transportation has afforded so many 
facilities for the transmission of mail matter out of the 
regular mail, as to require the greatest vigilance and| 
circumspection in order to enable the officer at the head 
of the Department to restrain the expenditures within 
the income. ‘There is also too much reason to fear 
that the franking privilege has run into great abuse. 
The Department nevertheless has been conducted with 
the greatest vigour and has attained at the least poss ible 
expense, all the useful objects for which it was estab. 
lished. 
In regard to all the Departments, I am quite happy 
in the belief that nothing has been left undone which 
was called for by a true spirit of economy, or by a sys- 
tem of accountability rigidly enforced. ‘I his is in some 
degree apparent from the fact, that the Government has 
sustained no loss by the default of any of its agents. 
In the complex, but at the same time beautilul machi- 
nery of our system of Government, it is not a matter of 
surprise, that some remote agency may have failed for 
an instant to fulfil its desired office; but I feel confident 
in the assertion, that nothing has occurred to interrupt 
the harmonious action of the Government itself; and 
that while the laws have been executed with efficiency 
and vigour, the rights neither of States nor individuals’ 
have been trampled on or disregarded. 


In the mean time the country has been steadily ad. 
vancing in all that contributes to national greatness. 
The tide of population continues unbrokenly to flow in 
to the new States and territories, where a refuge is found 
not only for our native born fellow-citizens, but for emi- 
grants from all parts uf the civilized world, whe come 
among us to partake of the blessings of our free instita-| 
tions, und to aid by their labour to swell the-current of 
our wealth and power, 

It is due to every consideration of public pulicy that 
the lakes and rivers of the west should receive all such 
attention at the hands of Congress as the Constitution 
will enable it to bestow. Works in favourable and pro- 
per situations on the lakes would be found to be as in- 
dispensably necessary in case of war to earry on saft 
and successful naval tions, as iortifications on the 
Atlantic. sea-board. “The appropriation made by the 
last Congress for the improvement of the navigativn ot 
the ol ii river, has been diligently and efficiently 

i 
cannot close this communication, gentlemen, with- 


tian, the interests of this District. Appointed by th» 
Constitution its exclusive legislators, aud forming in 
this particular the only anomaly in oar system of Gov. 
ernment of the Legislutive body being elected by other: 


a8 a part of a military force, had aided in the commis. 


of the State of New York. 


fully and perfectly re-established. Commerce is be- 
_ coming more and more extended in its operations, and 


‘signatures of “ Wm. M‘Gee and John Boyd, 


resolution, which was as follows: 


you will feel a superadded obligation to look well int 


to the ‘Presidential office, the state of public 
affuirs was embarrassing and critical. ‘To add to the 
irritation cousequcnt upon a long standing controversy. 
with one of the nest powerful nations of modern times, 
involving nut only questions of boundary which under 
most favourable circumstances, are always embar- 
Fassing, but at the same time important and Ligh prin. 
cipies of maritime law—border ¢ontroversies between 
the citizens and subjects of the two countries had en- 
gendered a state of teeling and of conduct which threat- 
ened the most calamitous consequences, | 
The hazards incident to this state of things were 
greatly heightened by the arrest and imprisonment of a 
subject of Great Britain, who acting, us it was alleged, 


sion of an act violative of the territorial jurisdiction of 
the United States, and involving:the m of a citizen 
A large amount of claims} 
ainst the Government of Mexico remained unadjust- 
» and a war of several years’ continuance with the} 
savage tribes of Florida still prevailed, uttended with the 
desolation of a large portion of thut: beautiful territory, 
and with the sacrifice of many vatuable lives. , 
To increase the embarrasament of the Government, 
individual and State credit had been nearly stricken 
down, and confidence in the, General Government 
was so much impaired that loans of a small amount 
could only be negotiated at a considerable sacrifice. As 
a necessary consequence of the blight which had fallen} 
on commerce and mechanical industry, the ships of the 
one were thrown out of employ ment, and the operations 
of the other had been greatly diminished. Owing to 
the condition of the currency, exchanges between dif- 
ferent parts of the country had become ruinously high, 
and trade had to depend on a depreciated paper cur- 
rency in conducting its transactions. Ys 
I shall be permitted to congratulate the country that, 
under an overruling Providence peace was preserved 
without a sacrifice of the national honour; the war in 
Florida was brought to a speedy termination; a large 
portion of the claims on Mexico have been fully adju- 
dicated and are in a course of payment, while justice 
has been rendered to us in other matters by other na- 
tions; confidence between man and man is in a great 
measure restored, and the credit of this Government 


manufacturing and mechanical industry: once more 
reap, the rewards of skill and labour honestly applied. 
The operations of trade rest on a sound currency, and 
the rates of exchange are reduced to their lowest 
amount. 

In this condition of things I have felt it to be my 
duty to bring to your favourable consideration matters 
of great interest in their present and ultimate result® 
and the only desire which I feel in’connexion with the 
future is, and will continue to be, to leave the country 
prosperous, and its institutions unimpaired.. 

TYLER. 

Wasuinxaton, December, 1843, 


) From the London Record. 
PUSEYISM REPUDIATED IN BELFAST, 


About a fortnight since, an advertisement 
appeared in the public newspapers, bearing the 


churchwardens,” and convening a meeting of 
the lay-parishioners of Belfast connected with} 
the United Church of England and Ireland. 
The object for which the meeting was called 
was to consider a pastoral letter which had been 
previously submitted, in a printed form, to the 
laity of the diocese, by the Bishop of Down and 
Connor and Dron ore. La conjunction with re- 
cent occurrences in this diocese—such as the 
dissolution of the Church Architecture Society, 
the diminished support accorded to the Church 
Education Society, &c.—the announcement of 
this meeting naturally created much interest 
among all classes of the community, which in- 
creased as the day fixed for it approached. 
The suggestions contained in the * pastoral 
letter” were regarded, upon all hands, as ap 
insidious attempt to introduce Puseyite innova- 
tion into the Church service in Belfast; and 
consequently the meeting was looked forward 
to as a frial of strength between Puseyism and 
Evangelism in the capital of Ulster.’ It will be 
seen, from the subjoined report, that the * new 
Reformation,” so far as Belfast is concerned, 
has been nipped in the bud. . 

The meeting was ore of the largest and mos: 
respectable ever held in the Town Hall. ‘The 
room, which holds about eight hundred per- 
sons, was densely crowded; and we observed 
that a large number of those in attendance’ 
were Presbyterians, and members of congre- 
gations not in connection with the Established 
Church. Several Roman Catholics were also 
present, among whom was a priest. : 

The following gentlemen were near the chair- 
man, and in other parts of the room:—Joho 
McNeile, Esq., High Sheriff of Antrim ; Tho- 
mas Verner, Esq., Police Magistrate ; Thomas 
Verner, jun., Esq.; W. G. Johnson, Exq., J. 
P.; S. G. Fenton, Esq., J. P.; John F. Fer- 
guson, Esq., J. P.; Joho Harrison, Esq., J. P., 
Mertoun; G. Suffern, Esq.; John Clarke, 
Exq.; Robert Wright, Esq., Fortfield ; David 
Granger, Esq. ; Thos. Ferguson, Exq., Green- 
ville; W. Ewart, Esq ; Hugh [alliday, Esq.; 
Edward Clarke, Esq.; John Hind, sen., Esq. ; 
Samuel Thomson, Dr. Byrtt; James 
Goddard, Esq.; Captain Ellsmere; Drum. 
mond Anderson, Esq. ; Captain Kean; Samuel 
Nelson, Esq.; Dr. Stewart (District Lunatic 
Asylum); Robert Thomson, Esq , J. P. ; James 
Stanfield, Esq. ; James Ircland, Esq. ; Henry 
Waterson, Esq.; C. S. ; John 
Gaussen, Esq.; H. Cooke, Esq., (Collegiate 
School); Fortescue Gregg, Exq.; Professor 
Stevelly ; W. McGee, Esq., M. D.; A. G. Wil- 
son, Esq.; James Cochrane, Esq.; F. R. Me- 
Clean, Esq. ; George Phillips, E~q., &e. 

John Boyd, Esq., having been called to the 
chair, read the advertisement convening the 
meeling, as also the following note from the 
Bishop, by which the advertisement was called 
forth : 

* Down and Connor House, Bilfast, 
Seplemter, 1843. 

“© Gentlemen—| take the liberty of sending 
you two copies of a Pastoral Letter, which | 
have recently addiessed to the lay members of 
the United Church of England and Ireland, in 
this diocese, | 

“‘T shall esteem it a favour, if you wiil take 
such steps as you may judge most serviceable 
for making the Pastoral Letter known amongst 
your brother parishioners; and commending 
you to the blessing of Almighty God, for his 
Son’s sake, [ remain, brethren, your very 
faithful servant, 

‘Rp. Down ano Connor, Dromore. 

“© P.S. Please to affix this letter to the door 
of your parish church.” 

Dr. McGee then read the Bishop’s pastoral 
letter—a very long and very. laboured docu- 
ment. That part of it upon which the discus- 
sion turned was a recommendation ,that the 
praver for the Church Militant, which for a} 
number of years past, had not been included in 
the prayers .offered up on the Sabbath in the 
churches of the Establishment in Belfast, should 
be introduced into the regular service. The let- 
ter being read, Dr. McGee said that he and his 
brother churchwarden (the chairman) had been 
requested to submit this document to the meet- 
ing for their approval. Had they done less 
than comply with the request of the Rev. Dio- 
cesan, they should have failed in respect for} 
him and for the laity—had they done more, 
they would have been guilty of presumption. 
They now placed the matter in the hands of 
the meeting, conscions that they would give it 
that calm and dispassionate consideration which 
it merited. 

John McNeile, Esq., moved the first resolu- 
tion amid general cheering. It was as follows :} 

. That having heard she Pastoral Letter to 
the Laity of our diocesan read, we respectfully 
receive I', as an appeal to the laity, and a re- 
cognition of their right to express their opin- 
ions on ‘matters connected with the Church of 
which they form an integral ‘portion.” 

S. G. Fenton, Esq., briefly moved the nex! 


“That we are convinced the true re 
of the Church would be more promoted by 


‘tion: 


doctrine and discipline of the Church of which 
~we are members, we gladly embrace the pre- 


‘communicate the resolutions passed al this 


_conded by Adam Hill, Esq. : 


‘the feasts of Vesta, Isis, or Proserpine. 


“That while we are firmly attached to the 


sent opportunity of declaring cur anxious de- 
sire not only to live on the terms of Christian 
fellowship with our brother Protestants of other 
denominations, but to co-operate with them in 
every measure calculated to advance the prin- 
ciples of our common faith.” | 

John Bates, Esq., seconded the resolution. |: 
was most gratifying to him to observe that all 
the proceeditiys of the day had been so per- 
fectly unanimous, and that they bad got through 
their business in the manner which men ought 
to do who were exercising an timportant right. 

The resolution was adopted. 

It was then moved by Robt. Wright, Exq. : 

“That the churchwardens be requested to 


meeting to the Lord Bishop of Down and Con- 
nor and Dromore.” 

Seconded by John Hind, Esq., and passed 
unanimously. | 

It was moved by John Clarke, Esq., and se- 


‘That the best thanks of the meeting be 
given to Dr. McGee for his promptitude in call- 
ing the meeting (in co-operation with Captain 
Boyd,) and also for his very proper and diy- 
nified conduct in the chair.” 

The motion was passed amidst loud applause. 
The meeting then broke up.— Abridged from 
the Banner of Ulster. 


POPERY IN GENEVA, 
Translated from the Letter of a Swiss Correspondent. 


We can see what Geneva, the Protestant, 
is becoming from what has just taken place 


Corpus Christi, published by Dr. Malan. 

This treatise is only a brief summary. of the 
history of the Festival of Corpus Christi, and 
its ohject is to show the identity of this feast 
with what was practised in ancient Rome, at 
The 
author having to write it to complete a chap- 
ter of the third edition of his work on the 
Church of Kome, thought it would be useful 
to printit separately, and to distribute it, some 
days before the feast of Corpus Christi, among 
the Romanists of the parishes of the canton oi 
Geneva, as well as in thia city itself, in order, 
if possible, to withdraw some souls from this 
idolatrous practice, and to bring them, perhaps, 
to the Bible which condemns it. 

The treatise was therefore gratuitously -cir- 
culated by pious young men, on Sunday morn- 
ing, the 11th of June, but not before they had 
implored the Master and Lord of the harvest to 
bless the work, at least to some souls. 

In a few places the treatise was. received 
without any objection being offered. In others 
it was. rejected, and even abuse, threats, and 
the throwing of stones, compelled the distribu- 
tors to withdraw. But thisthey did not do un- 
til after they had solemnly addressed the vil- 
lagers who thus opposed them with abusive 
lunguage, or struck them. 

However, the indignation was extreme on 
the part of the priests. The mayors of the ru- 
ral districts complained to the Government of 
this distribution, and the sermons preached in 
the churches described the treatise as a wicked 
publication which every good Catholic should 
burn or give up to his priest. 

‘This order was followed by several others. 
The feast was kept with more than ordinary 
display, and in many places the treatise was 
publicly burnt as an-infamous book to be de- 
livered into the hands of justice and the com- 
mon executioner. 

Several anonymous letters have been also 
sent to the writer, couched in insulting and 
threatening la::guage, and he has repeatedly 
had notice given him that his person would not 
be safe if he showed himself among the Ro- 
mish population. : 

For a very long while no movement like it 
has been seen among the Romanists. Their 
rage is extreme, and this excess shows how 
truly the treatise points out their folly, and 
stamps the feast which they keep with so much 
zeal as entirely Pagan. But all this was only 
quite natural. Popery cannot refrain from 
being wroth, when truth proclaims and exposes 
its superstitions and falsehoods. 

‘There would not, consequently, have been 
any cause for regret on the part of the Chris- 
tians of Geneva, if this irritation had only been 
shown by the Romanists. But- Protestants 
(that is those in name only) took the side of 
the Papists. ‘The Federal, a Protestant jour- 
nal, has condemned the publication and its dis- 
tribution, and has even gone so far as to de- 
clare that we should respect the worship of 
those whom Geneva banished from her terri- 
tories when she submitted to the Bible, and by 
means of which she freed herself, and altain- 
ed the high station she occupied during nearly 
three centuries. 

‘The unbelieving state of the people of Gen- 
eva, namely, that class of citizens who, whilst 
they call themselves Protestants, repudiate in 
fact the Bible, and every week profane the 
Lord’s day—Christians such as these, alas! 
have applauded the indignation of the Roman- 
ists; and themselves, also, in one of the prin- 
cipal coffee rooms of the city, and before a 
large assemblage, actually burnt the treatise, 
and uttered threats against the author, and all 
who were of his opinion ! 

In Geneva, then, Popery has been upheld 
by those very men whose ancestors shed their 
blood, and freely gave up all sooner than al- 
low themselves to be defiled by a single error 
of Rome! In Geneva a simple little pamphlet, 
because it points out a Romish superstition, has 
been branded as infamous, whilst praises are 
lavished on books which deny the fuith, and 
prepare the heart to receive principles that are 
entirely opposed to the gospel. 

God’s people in the unfortunate city of Cal- 
vin and Beza can no longer deceive themselves. 
‘They see Popery and Radicalism coalesce, 
and the multitude join the ranks of those who 
screen from them the sacred truths of the 
word of God. Geneva is declining year after 
year by forsaking the Scriptures ; and this con- 


duct,:which Papism favours and assists, opens} 


a wide door to the subtle and increasing influ. 
ence of the superstition and haughty preten- 
sions of a clergy which the Bible no longer 


But the Lord, nevertheless, still holds his 
sceptre, and ** those who draw nigh to him,” 
on witnessing this guilty connivance of false 
Protestants with Popery, will only set a higher 
value on the truth, and by ite means will each 
duy be brought nearer together, uniting and en- 
couraging one another to raise the standard of 
the gospel, and show Rome that there is no pos- 
sible: point of contact befween her and the luith 
of the elect of God. 


Let us hope thet Geneva will again proclaim| 


that the Bible overthrows every idol. 


ALUABLE AND CHEAP BOOKS —The subecribers| 
have recently published the following vrluable and 


n, by Borriw 
paper, 37 cents. Gypsies of Spain, do. 31 cents. ol 


the Inquisition, by Livrente, du. 37 cents. Liebig's Agri | 


‘cultural Chemistry, do. 25 cenis. Liebig's Animal Chemis. 
try, do. 25 cents. Father Clement, do. 25 cents. -McCrie’s 
Covenanters, do. 25 cents. Fieming’s Rise and Fall of t'-e 
Papacy, do, 25 cents, ‘T':e Neighbours, by Miss. Bremer. 


Annotations. ‘by the 


there respecting a treatise on the Festival, of | Moral, and Intellectual Philosophy, 


|} sell them in quantities at the followi 


do, 18 cents. six ¢ents. 
JAMES M. CAMPBELL CO., 
sep 23—tf 98 Chestnut street, (up stairs,) Philadelphia. 


finer quality and on better terms, than any establishment in 
the city; and having added thé Beat theoretical and i- 
cal aid that ran ‘be el in the country, to their former 
facilities in this department, they are able to offer greater 
i thia year than at 
need articles ip that line of business. 
lank Books of all descriptions, and every article requisite 
for the Office ing House re sale by 
HOGAN & THOMPSON, 
dec 2—2t 30 North Fourth st., Philadelphia, 


NEw MEDICAL WORKS. — Barrineton & 


WELL, Market street, Philadelphia, will publish 
early in January next :—Principles 


of Medicine, isi 
General Pathology and Therapeutica, By Charles J, Bb. Wit 


liams, M. D. F. K.S., with numerous notes and additions — 
Stokes on the Disease of the Chest; and his Essay on the 
Gangrene of the Ln 
merican Editor—to he tollowed 
Lee's ‘Theory and Practice of Midwifery, ilustrated by 
large number of Leautfual A new year of the 
Monthly Bulletia of Medical Se 
in January next, at $1 per year, for over 400 closely printed 
pages, title page and index complete. The Student’s Ma- 
nual of Examinations on the various branches taught in the. 
Medical of United States. A Manual of Oph- 
thalmic Medicine and Surgery, with numerous engravings 
on wood. By Wharton Jones, F. R.S., &e. 

Barnngton & Haswell's Annual Catalogue of Medical 
Books is now ready, and can be had Gratis upon application 
hey have mad ngements 

. B—They have @ arra to furnish the 

Trade with Groas's Pathological Anatomy npon the same 
liberal terms as their own publications, and bound in good 
sheep. : dec 2—4t 


FOR YOUNG LADIES, No. 17 Girard street, 
Philadelphia.—Misses Barriett anp Coins, have 
removed from C 
Girard street, where their School was on the first 
Munday of September. Their plan of instruction embraces 
a systematic English course, t 
Italian, Mathematics, Masic, wing, and Needie-work, 
Particular attentien will be given to accurate ¢ 
and es Pes instruction, with special reference to the for- 
mation of good Readers, Speliers, and Compositors, and as 
an indispensable pre-requisite to the successful prosecution. 


with enevess, ite’tesults will be Communicated to _ of confidetice in the justice of this Government, and to} substituted for spécie, constitutes a standard of value by | their condition, and to leave io cause for complaint. or! moving all obstacles to the ‘ereat works of | MERCHANTS\—Hoaan & Tromrson, No. 30 North A 
Houses of Congress cultivate friendship’ with the border inhabitants. whieh the operations of seciety are regulated; and what-| regret. ‘The Seat of uf aur associated Re- Extension and Church Education, thao’ ,: call the atten- 
Communicate herewith certain despatches recei has y succeeded to a éxtent; but it isa sub-| soever causes its depreciation, society an ex-4 publies cannot but be regarded as worthy of your volving us in’ the perticuler'y 
r Minister at. Mexico, and correspon thie in some in-} tent nearly, if not ite, equal to the adulteration of the care. y mg ramotu arrangements at Close such 
from. that Republie. and. the S of State.. it}. men—and this notwithstanding all.the efforts of tho|  tages,-contrasted with Bank of the United States,/ of the country, I recomarend that at your present) which lias elsewhere and 
must. be regarded as nota little extraordinary that the} Government to prevent it. rig nee apart from the fact that bank was esteemed as. obnux-| session you adopt such measures, in order to carry into} fitless collision,to the weakening of the Church,} the Franklin Institute, for durability of material, superiority 
Government of Mexico; in anticipation-of public die-} ‘The receipts into the Treasury for the calendar year| ious to the: public sexitiment, as well on the score of ex-) effect the Suithsonian bequest, as in. your judgment will! snd the greut injury of ttuc religion.” of fnish.and excetienceof workmanship, overall of 
Kon Uni payments on’the public debt, will have been about twen.| #fford by an issue of $15,000,000 of its wotes, judging) When, under a dispensation of Divine Providence, I John Clark, Esq’), moved the next resolu- 


former period, to such as 


with an Introductory Chapter end. 


iences will be commenced | 


hestautand Thisteenth street, te No. 17 


ether with French, Latin, - 


of other stadies; while at all times, the manners and morals 
The 


of the pupils will be objects of pre-eminent 


wag wes the first of February. 

erms per Session. —Senior Department, comprising in 
struction tA Cheinistry, Botany, and Physiology, Natural, 
Rhetoric, Philological 


Criticism, Geometry, Algebra, and either the French or La- | 


tin language, $30. Junior Department, $20. Juvenile De- 
partment, $10. Music, Vocal and Instrumental, $20. 


Draw- 


ing and Painting, $10. Board, Washing, Fuel, and Li ; 
g Lights, | 


References.—Rev. O. A. Shaw. Professor of Intellectual 
in the Philadel 


Knighs, tary of the Teachers’ Association, Philade}- 


ia High School. Rev.J. 


ia. John Frost, A. M., Professor of Elocution and Belles 


ttres, High School. Rev. W. Lord, ?astor of the Penn 
Square Presbyterian Chutch. Rev, J.B, Pin 
the Colon zation Society.. Rey. 8, B. Wylie; D. D , 
Ancient Languages, University of Pennsylvania. Rey. J. 
Chambers, Pastor of the ‘street Independent Charch. 


» Agent of 
of 


A. Porter, ksq,, No.1 South ‘Phird street. 8, J. Hale, 


of the “Lady's Book.” Rev. 
Christian Observer. 


A. Converse, Editor of the 


Rev. C. Williamson, of the Fifteenth 


Presbyterian church Rev. W. Colton, of the'United States 


Navy. C, Neidhard, M. D.,. No. 5 Franklin Row, Sonth 


Ninth street. William Peter, Esq. British Consul at the Port 


of Philadelphia. sep 


? CLERGYMEN AND STUDENTS.—It being the 
intention of the subscribers to withdraw from the 


Book business, re eae their whole Stock of Theological, | 


School, and Miscellaneous Books, at very reduced pri¢es.— 


Many of the books are very valuable, and se!dom to be met. 


with in this comity: They will be sold at cost pricrs,— 
All orders from a dist 
promptly attended to. All letters must be ; 

To any person desirous of enjering into a safe and profita-— 
ble business, we will sell Our whole stock of stereotype 
plates, copy rights, and shelf stock, on favourable terms— 


ance withthe money inclosed wil] be 


three or four thousand dollars in Cash will be required, 


security taken forthe balance. Address 
J. WHETHAM & SON, 
dec 2—3t * 144 Chestnut street, Philadelphia, 


DUCATION.—Wanted a situation asa Teacher in a 


private family, an Assistant or Principal in a Semina- 


ry, male or female, by ‘a gentleman, who- has had 

ears experience as an Instructor in private families, and in 

adies’ Seminaries in Philadelphia; as Professor and Prin- 
cipal in several Collegesand Academies in other cities; and 
who has visited the principal Seminaries in the Union to 
become more tho ly acquainted with the best'and most 
efficient modes of instruction and discipline, He feets . 
self — qualified to give instractions in the most efficient 
and satisiactory manner, in any department of education, 
public or private, as numerous Certificates of the most com- 
mendatory character, from the highest sources m the coun- 
try — from Colleges, Boards of Education, City Councils, and. 
eminent individuals, to whom his character and abilities as 
an Instructor are well known, will abundantly testify. Re- 
ferences can also be made tu eminent literary gentlemen in 
Philadelphia. FOREIGNERS, desirous of becoming able, in a 
short time, to speak and write the English langhage ‘flu- 
ently and accurately, may be enabled to accomplish this ob- 
ject in a satisfactory manner by a peculiar mode of organic 
instruction. _A note, addressed through the Post-office, to 
C. B., No.7 Howard street, near Seventh, Philadel 
receive prompt altention. “nev 


ia, will 


ISTORY OF THE REFORMATION.—Tue Crear 
Epition oF D’Ausicne’s History or THE REFORM- 
ATION.— Three Volumes 12m0.—for One Dollar. 

Also, the same Work complete in one large octavo vo 
lume, 432 pages oe one dollar, full cloth, or seventy- 
five cents in half cloth. | 

The Bible in Spam, or, the Journeys, Adventures, and 
Imprisonments of an Englishman, in attempting to circulate 
the Scriptures in the Peninsula. By George Borrow, author 
of «The Gypue> of Spain,” 232 pages, octavo. Price 38 
cents. Also, 

The Gypsies of Spain—With an original collection of 
their Songs and Pouetry; by George with 
the Bible in Spain—148 Regie 31} cents. Forsale 

M. 8S. MARTIEN, 
Comet of George and Seventh streets, Philadelphia. 
sept 


— TEAS AT VERY LOW PRICES—The subscri- 

ber has now in store some of the finest quality Green 
and Black ‘Teas that can be obtained in the country. No 
pains have heen spared to render his assortment complete- 
both as to variety and quality ; and the prices have been re- 
duced to the lowest raies, in order to induce the patronage 


of the public. IHlis prices are, for 
Good Young tysun ‘Tea, 50 cents. 
Fine do. do. 62, 
Fine delicate flavoured do. do. 7 « 
fine do. do. 87h 
I.xtra superior and very strong do.do. $1 00 « 
Very good Tea % 
Superior do 87, « 
Extra fine do. do. 100° « 


Gunpowder do, at same low prices. 
Souchong and Pouchong Teas as follows:—Very good 
Souchong ‘Teas at 50 cts ; ine Ningyong Souchong do. 624 
cts; very strong and fine flavoured Pouchong in 6 oz. papers 
at 624; mild and delicate rose flavoured Pouchong do. 602, 
papers at 75 cts. Any of the above ‘l’eas can be recom- 
mended with confidence as to their quality, and are oflered 
al a reduction of at least 20 per cent, below former prices. 
Also in store, a good assoriment uf Coffees; embracing fine 
Old Java, Maracaibo, Laguira, Cuba, St. ten &c. atlow 
prices, 8S. W. COLTON, 
‘lea Dealer, and Temperance Grocer 8S. W. corner Tenth 
and Arch streets, Philadelphia. sept 23—1f 


AGIC LANTERNS.—The subscribers ‘are constantly 
. red to furnish to Clergymen, Sabbath-school 
Teachers. and others, Magie Lanterns of the most approved 
construction, with sliders, suttabie for Sabbath, and other 
Schools. The Lanterns and sliders will be sold separately 
or together, as required. at the lowest prices for cash, and 
carelully packed to order. Lanterns for the Hydro Oxygen 
light, with all the apparatus for generating the gas, suitable 
for Academies and inaries. Astronomical siiders in sets 
and single views. Moveble Astronomical sliders in sets, 
with each slider to revolve by rack motion, packed ina box, 
Scripture sliders in sets of twelve, neatly packed in a box. 
Scripture do. single views affording the most complete as- 
sortment of subjects ever yet offered for sale. Views of Sar- 
dis, Sidon, Thyatira, Mount Ararat, and other views in great 
variety. Natural lfistury sliders, single, and insets. Tem- 
perance do. do. do. da. Humorous movable si-ders in al- 
most an endless variety. ‘l’elescopes, Microsco 
&c., suttable for Seminaries and Academies. For sale 
wholesale and retail by : 
nov 18—3mo. 


N EW AND VALUABLE BOOKS, especially designed 
for the approaching Holidays.—The iday Gem 
for Boys, 192 pp. 18mo. embellished with a frontispiece of 
fine steel engraving. and six ev grayings on stone or wood, 
‘The Holiday Gem for Girls, 184 pp. 1 . beautifully em- 
bellished. ‘The Choice Medley ; or Here a Little and There 
a Little. By a mother. ‘The Little Boys’ Forget-Me-Not, 
109 pp. large 32mo., wiih eight fine bordered embelilish- 
ments, and fancy covers. ‘The Little Girls’ Forget-Me-Not, 
110 pp. large 32mo., with eight appropriate and striking il- 
lustrations, ‘The Floweret, a litue ‘Token for the Holidays, 
94 pp. 24mo., embellished with thirty engravings. Annie 
——— or ae at School, 160 pp. 18mo. with a fine 
stee raving. tters to a very Y¥« Lady, 251 pages, 
18mo , fine bindings. ‘The Great Aim of the Senden tab 
Neacher. By the author of the Sunday-school ‘Teacher's 
Harvest, the Sunday-school Teacher's Dream, the Teacher 
Taught, &c., 138 pp. 32n0. The Bruised Reed: Memoir 
of the Rev. Henry Mowes, late pastor of Altenhausen and 
Ivenrote, Prussia, also serve who only stand and 
wait.""— Milton, 144 pp. 18mo._ The Soldier's Daughter, 108 
pp 18mo., embellished with a fine {rontixpiece from an ori- 
ginal drawing. Published by > 
AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION, 
146 Chestnut street, Philadelphia; 152 Nassau street 
New York; 5 Curnhill, Bus:on. nov ll 


YTERIAN BOARD OF. PUBLICATION.— 

Erastus H. Pease, 82 State street, Albany, eontiuues 
full assortment of publications the Board, 
and is happy to announce that 1 rowing interest in these 
exrellent books has ind : 


which have been ado 
Orders amonnting to $10 or under, at Catalogue pri 
ders: above $10 and not exceeding 


uced him to make arrangements to 
bwing favourable rates: 
by the Board at Philadelphia, viz. 


prices. Or- 
$20, cash, with a dis- 


count of 10 per cent. - Orders on amounts from $20 to $50, 


cash, with a discount of 20 per cent. 


rch Seasions intending to use the new Hymn 


Book, can be furnished at short notic | 
dec 2—3t Theologica! Bookseller, 82 Sots st., Albany. 
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3 cheap Worka:—Neander’s Church. History, cloth, $1.50. 
% Fox's Book of Martyrs, do. $1.50. D’ Aubigné e Reformation, 
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